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TO THE 


READER: 


Hatever us likely to awaken 
Men to the Conſideration 
the great acknowledged Principles 
of  Religion,cannot be Hnſeaſonable 
End when "tis every Man's Concern, 
be Meaneſt, and Weakeſt Endea- 
pours may be of lore Uſe. The Sub- 
es of the fellowins Reflections 
e 10ſt of them of that kind, neceſ= 
ary to be attended to by all forts of 
Perſons ; and ſo cannot be too often 
reſt though in different Manners. 
The uſefulneſs of the ſubject Mat- 
r, and the ſmallneſs of the Bulk, 
re two Things which are wont to re- 
A 2 commend 


To the Reader. 


" commend a Book to moſt Readers : 
For which Reaſon, 1 may hope, this 
will be read by ſeveral, who ſuffer 
much better ( becauſe bigger ) Books 
to lye by them neglected, Some may 
poſfably give it the Reading, as 4 
New-Years-Gift. And whoever 
ſhall be ſo far perſwaded by it,asto ſet 
apart ſome Time in the Beginning off * 
the Near, for Self-Examination,] 7 
Confeſſion .of Sin, Repentanceſ} ** 
Thankſgiving, and ſolemn renewal p 
of their Covenant with God, 
( which ſeveral of theſe Reflettio 

may not only excite to, but are-m 

tended to diref} and aſſt hum m,,) | ll K 
an perſwaded þ e will thank me fe 

putting him in Mind ( at leaſt ) of aj | 

ſeaſonable an Exerciſe, The great /® 


eſt part of theſe Meditations were bt 
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To the Reader. 
2u1 01 a New-years-day, tho' ſom? 
others are thought fit to be inſerted, 
is © as tending to promote the ſame deſign. 
But knowing how much eaſter it is to 
LM: [ir 1p other Mens Devotwn,than to 
F command and keep alive my own; 
"tis defared, that the moſt Devout 
Thoughts contamed in theſe Papers, 
. may be looked upon as what the Au- 
ther aims at, and would perſwade to, 
rather than what he hath alrtady at- 
tained : 4s what he knows he ought 
to be,and do, and deth ſeriouſly en- 
deavour, rather than what he is, and 
hath been : keartily lamenting Theres 
a #4 be hath Leen faulty, or defeFtive in 
\ I /*<þ duties, as theje,and the like Re- 
flefttons,do oblige to, and enforce upon 
/@ All, who ſhall read them, and there-. 
fore much more upon him{elf 


3 That 
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To the Reader. 
That they were 'Penn'd at leyeral 
times, and in occaſional Retirements 


for Spiritual Exerciſes, will, with the N| 


difference of the Subjetts, be a ſuf ft 

cient Excuſe, that ſome are _— 

and others ſhorter,and that the Sty| 

is in fome places more neg] ied 

than in others, Tf 1may hereby ren- 

der any Sex vice tothe Souls of Men, Il . 

: any ſecure Sumner, any Self-deceiv- 

ing Fiypocrite be hereby awakened, or - 
i ſerious Chriſtian's Devotion 

7 quickned \wid advanced, T hope God , 

will accept it. To his Blcfſ ing Thin: 

bly Recommends it , for thoſe Ends, 
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| Serious Refledtions 


| TIME 


d AND 


JETERNITY- 
Js wid, World and the Next. 
_— SECTION I. ; 


, Of che Changeable Stite, and Short Dura- 

| tion of Earthly Things, eſpecially © of 

}+ Man, how little it 3s Conſidered and Be- 
lieved ; how Neceſſary it ſhould be. 


_— e———— Je 


Hen 1 conſider that yeſterday 

V was the Concluſion of the Laſs 
Year, and that I now am entred on anv- 
ther : ; *tis ſeaſonable to refle&t on the 
mitable Condition, and ſhort Duration* 

-;.M of all Things in this World, which are 
meaſured by Time. That as they have 

| A 4 their 


_ (9) 3 Cor+«7. 29. 
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their Beg.7m:ing, ſo they have their End - 


*And that the Diſtance, or Space of Time 
between the oze and the other is very 
little. Let me not then, O my Soul! 
Rejoyce and pleaſe my ſelf too mach in 
New Injoyments, remembring a Change 
may beat hand, and the End is certain. 

Many who were X:ch and Flouriſhtng 
the laff Year, may be reduced to Poverty 
and deep Diſtreſs, before the end of thi 
Who are now in a Capacity to relieve 

others, within a few Months, or a ſhorter 

'Snace, may be QbjeQs- of other Mens 
Charity. T he Thing which hath been, * that 

which may be : And that which hath been 
ſeen in one. Year, may happen 1n ano- 
ther; ſo eafily,” ſoqnickly may a Charge 

be made ! Riches may unexpectedly 
change their Owners, and borrow wings 
of a thouſand Accidents, wherewith to 
fly to Heaven for a new Diſpoſat. * They 
therefore who poſſeſs, ſhould ve 2s if they poſ- 
ſefſed net ;, for the Faſhion of this World paſ- 
iſeth away. | Innumerabke Caſualties may 
eftet that Change, which no Humane 

Art or Skill can poſſibly foreſee, or hin- 

Aer. Afittive unexpected Evils attend 
us every where : We cannot promiſe our 
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ſelves Tranquility for a Day, much leſs 
one Year to:come. They lay in wait for 
us on every ſide, enterat-every Crevice, 
and commonly overtake ns, when we are 
leaſt apprehenſive of, their- Approach. 
* Max that is born of a Woman 1s of few 


| Days, and full of Trouble: He cometh up 


asa Flower, and is cut down ; fleeth-as a 
Sha/ow and continueth not. What then 
are Riches, Beauty,Strength and Honour, 
the Accidents of this Subſtance, which 1s 
it ſelf but a Shadow. x 
How falſe is the Hope of Man, and 
how frail is all his Glory ! One Day can 
make an End of all his Riches and Ho- 
nours: And yet what Solicitude, Care 
and Labour, to get whdk we delire of 
theſe things, ( though often we do not 
necd *em ) and then to keep what we have 
gotten, and then to excrezſe it, and then 
to defend ity and at lalt to enjoy it, andin 
a Momeat it is ſnatcht from us, or we 
from it. His Life is but a Yapoxr, 0 
which they all depend ; then how much 


| IeſSare they ? To how ſpeedy anAltera- 
tion are they ſubject ! What numberleſs 


Inſtaaces of this,doth one Years Experience 
furaiſh ! what ſadaing Diſappointments 


A. —— 


_ — 


* habg-25, 


and 
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Few Toon his "Portion may he doubled. 


earthly and-temporal muſt needs be thus 
changeable-and-tading ; and that 1t 1s as 
true of 4a; himſelf, as of any thing un- 
FI der 


ing Good ! rempor I know” that what 1$ 
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C der the, Sun; yet how dol fqrget what 
4 44-1 557 not only mntable in his Sraze, 
"e his Body, ,and his Life, but in his Af#4 
is il £29, fo as'to loyeand hate;to chuſe and ne- 


1 Melctt;to delight in, and abhor, ſuch things 
-— Wat one time, as he did not before. He 
) WY Goth not paſs the ſame Judgment, NOY TC 
'- I £410 the ſame Aﬀedtions at one time, asat 
> I another. How do 1ive, as if all this were 
@ | 45 certainly falſe, as it. is unqueſtionably 
true? admire, love, fear, truſt in Marn,as 
if he were the dire&t Conrrary to what he 
#4, and feek for Immortality upon Earth, 


+ (end att aS1fI were afſured of ir, and were 
\f (ot liable to any Change 5 though I ac- 
- ([{fnowiedge and know the. Contrary. 

Though the [aſ? Years Experience, and the 
« (obſervation of every Day, doth convince 


y {ne of it; though all Hiltory, and all the 
! WRecords of the Grave atteſt it; though 
al! Mankind in every Age have found it 
"> Wo: though it be a maniteſt notorious 
Trath,leg1ble 1n the various Changes and 
Calamities, but eſpecially in the Duſt and 
Aſhesof all who have lived before us,Cour 
Gravgs being often made of our Prede- 
ceſſors Duſt, and the Earth we bury in 
having once been living ) yet how little 
15 it believed, how ſeldom conlidered | 
The Confirmation of it which one Tear 
| g1Ves 
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Serious Refleftions 


gives us, hath little Influence on our 
Heartsor Lives, with reſpet to the next. 
We _ therefore to acc«uſtom our ſelves 
to theſe Thoughts, before ſuch Changes 
happen, to which our Final Change ſhall 
e're long ſucceed. They will be leſs effi- 
cacious, if never admitted till our Minds 
are oppreſt and feebled by the weight of 
Affiction. We ſhall cher want that Vigour 
of Reaſon, which ſhould co-operate with 
the Remedy ; and which if uſed before- 
hand, would help to ſupport and ſtay our 
Minds, under all ſubſequent Revolutions. 
For thoſe Conſiderations may be able to 
fix and ſtay our Minds #nder Changes, 
that may not be ſufficient to recover, and 
raiſe our Spirits, after they are dejected 
and fallen. 
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SECTION IL 


Of the Change in Mens [nclinations, 
Opinions, and Actions, which one Tear 
ſhews;, How obſervable it is in Others x 
how much more diſcernable in our Selves. 
Honour avd Reputation, &c. how 
 nicertainly preſerved, and how eaſily 


blaſted. 
Ve a diſcovery doth one Year 
make of the Mutabiliry of Man, 

not only of his outward Condition, but 
of the Man himſelf ; his Temper, | his 
Practiſe, his Inclinations, his Averlſi- 
ons, &c. He abideth not at oxe ſtay ; 
every breath of wind turns hint to ane- | 
ther ſhape. We deſpiſe ro day,that which 
we admired yeſterday; and to morrow 
hate the object of our preſent love. We 
begin Friendſhips, and cancel them on 
k light occaſtons ; And a mortal Enmity 
'Y often ſucceeds toa tender Aﬀection: The 


_—_—— 


very Perſons, who are in one year our 
darling Friends, and poſlibly deſerved " 
e 


—_ . 
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be ſo, may yet be open Enemies the next, 
and ſeek our Ruine. Lord ! what is 1an ? 
How decentul and mutable the Heart of 
Man! We know not what other Men 
are, or will prove to be till a trial ; and 
we are equally ignorant concerning, or 
ſelves till an hour of Temptation. How 
patiently do we think we could hear 4f- 
fl:&ions till we feel them !how partial and 
miſtaken a Judzment do we make of our 
Wiſdom and Strength, inreference to the 
future? we counſel others to Submiſſion 
and -Refronation inthe molt difhcult trials, 
and wonder they complain ſo loud ; when 
we our ſelves defpond and fink under ha!/ 
their Burthen : and ſend np our more 
impatient murmurs to Heaven, when 
God thinks fit to prove us by a tighter 
Stroke. We cenſure and condem Orher:, 
who are in an higher Station, and are 
called to more difficult work. than we ; 
when by a litzle Advancement, and the 
like Temptation, we diſcover that we 
are as bad as they. They who: were re» 
puted Humble, Temperate and Religzous 
when they have been :Exalted. higher, 
become proud, ſenſual,and ungodly. taad 
ſome been told 4 Twelve nonth fince,what. 
now they are,. and ſpeak, and act. they 


would have made Zazae!'s Anſwer, Am 1 
| 4 
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# Dog, that I ſhould do this? A change in 
the publick Afﬀairs of the State, and by 
that meahs 'of particular Tereſts, or 
ſome Alteration of our own private Cir- 
cumſtances, (calling us to zew Duties, and 
expoſing us to new Temptations ) diſcovers 
us more to our ſelyes and to other Men, 
than was expected, and proves us to be 
very different from what we appeared 


| to be. 


Such a change, for Inſtance, as from 
Poverty to Riches, from Sickneſs to Health, 


| from Obſcurity to Honour, from Privacy to 


a Fublick charge, &c. or on the contrary. 
Men cannot bear the weight of Tempo- 
ral Happineſs, but Riches and Honours 
make us to be Other Men, than before 


we ſeemed to be. How weak a. thing is 


Man ! that cannot carry his own Wrſhes, 
without falling under them : That can- 
not proſper 1g his deſigns, without. be - 
ing changed in the Temper of his Mind, 
upon every ſucceſs. $o true 1s it, that 41ar 
in Honour i; like the Beaſt that periſheth ;, and 
hanged ordinarily for the worſe, as to {c- 
10us Religon. May we not fear, that ſome, 
vho a year fince dared not live a day in the 
eglect of. Clofet and Family Devotion, 
lo now omit it, for many Days and Weeks 
ogzether ? Andthat ſome, who once were 
Care- 
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careful to improve the whole Sabbath to 
religious purpoſes, now place the whole 
of their Rehgion in attending the pub- 
hek Worſhip, and think it enough, not 
for that Day only, but for the whole Week. 
Under the Afﬀitting Hand of God, orf 
ſome Apprehenſions of an approaching 
change, or ſenſe of guilt upon great 
Tranſgreſlions, the Convictions of Siu 
are lively, Conſcience is ſenſible and a-Þ 
wake, Afettions warm, Reſolutions ſtrong, 
&c. But alas! how ſoon doth the caſe 
alter ! our Spirits cool, our Zeal abates, 
our good Purpoſes untwiſt and die, and 
come to nothing. By degrees we re- 
turn to Folly, and boldly venture on that 
Sin, we lately trembled at. Through 
the want of continued ſmart Affii&ion;, 
or of a ſerious awakninz Miniſtry, and 
friendly faithful -4d4monition; or throug] 
the Temptations of vain Company, and 
the remaining power of fleſbly Luſffs. . $0 
that we fallije our moſt ſacred Promiſe 
and Reſolntions, violate our holy Yow:, 
cancel the Bonds of God upon us, ſuffer 
the Devil to re-enter, and prevail againf 
to take poſſeſſion of our Hearts, and yield 
our ſelves an eaſfie prey to his Temprat- 
ons, till our latter end be worſe than ou 
Beginning, o 
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Oh what a Change doth one year let 
vs ſee in Perſons, as well: as Things ! 1n 
our ſelves, as well as other Men! And as 
it is with A7an himſelf, ſo with every 
thing that he values himfelf upon, or 
L for which he is eſteemed by others ; and 
even his Efteem and Kepwtation 1s allo 
| changeable and uncertain. - Not to In- 
ſtance in Riches, but in what 1s nobJer, 
-K Learning, and the Improvements of the 
Mind by Study ; how ſoon may the vyio- 
lence of a Di/ca/ſe diſturb or ſtupihe the 
Braia to that degree, as ſhall reduce the 
ereateft Scholar to the pitied Condition of 
a Fool or Bedlam ? And where is his Re- 
putation' and Renown, in ſuch a Caſe ? 
But much leſs than that will blaſt the 
faireſt Reputation, with the far greatelf 
part of the World : It may. be loſt by 
Wnwary Miſtakes, by falſe Reports, by 

Envy and Malice, by the ſubtle Hatred 
of Eemies, Or by the WeakneSs and Cre- 
dulity of F-:exds, ( who will liſten to eve- 
ry Back-biters Story) or by one or two | 
Inaiſcretions of the Man himſelf; and no 


1 Man can be certain to ſecure his Reputa- 


tion whilſt he lives, much leſs after he is 
{dcad. Who can content al Men, how- 
ever he live? And who is well ſpoken 
of by all when he is dead? Who is fo 

eſteemed, 
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eſteemed, that ſome do not deſpiſe him!Þ © 
The wiſeſt Conduct cannot hinder but* 
ſome will judge hardly and amiſs. 

How vain and faulty is an Ambitio! 
to be talkt of after we are dead, which 
w1ll be bur by very few, and that very ai; 
ferently, and but for a {/ttle while; Ther 
is no Remembrance of former ' things, neil 
ther ſhall there be of things to come, wii 
thoſe that ſliall come after, Ecclef. 1. 11, 
For how little a while: do the proudel 
Monuments laſt.that are ſet over the rot- 
ten Fleſh and Bones of many, to preſerve: 
their Memory ? . God hath promis'd, 
*tis true, that The Righteoms ſhall be had i 
everlaſting Remembrance ; but it mult br 
underſtood fo far only as the frame and 
ſtate of this World, and the Revolution 
and Viciflitudes of: Time- will permit 
But what Good can it do us, farther that 
the Intereſt of God's. Glory, and tixM- 
Soda of otners 15 concerned 11 1t ? Th: 
Bleſſed. wilt not need it, and the Dam-8 c 
med have no Advantage by it : And nb 
Endeavours can be certain of Succeſs:W: 
For People will talk of us as they;plcaſe; 
and their Opinions very often cMange 
from one Extream to the other : But ity 
who hath the loudeſt Fame, ſhall only bt 
ralkt of « /itt!e longer than his Neight 

| bours; 
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im bouts 3 and that by a few dying Men, 
 byMchat muſt themſelves be ere long forgot- 


ten. Andchow ſmall a part of the inha- 
bited World, 13 acquainted fo much as 
with the Name of the greatelt Men in 
Enrope * And how different and corrrary 
are mens Opinions and Diſceurfes of them 
where they are known and talkt of? And 
how many holy, excellent Perſons are 
buried 12 Ob/:v07, or miſ-repreſented as 
unworthy to jive on Earth, whole Names 
will be found in the Book of Lite ? Our 
Life is yet as mutable, and uncertain as 
any of theirs, The Time is haſtnipg,when 
4c ſhall be coo old to Live, but at any 
- }Mtime we are o/d enough ro Dic. Our Breath 
is in our Noftrils; and though there be 
room enough for it to go out,, we have 
mit $79 aſſurance that we ſhall have power to 
draw it in'again. 
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SECT. UL. 


| Of the Uncertainty of [iwving to the Pericd 
+ 2 another year. The Vality of this 
Lite : The Swiſtneſs of Time, and .ow 


1149 RL be unproved. 
i 4s 
hp | Now 'begin another Year : But what 
; Aſſurance have t to out-live it? I cans 


got 
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not fay, how ſoon my Sovereign Judge 

may-call me hence, and ſummoa me to 

appear before his Righteous Bar. O lj 

me not defer my neceſſary Preparation 

for Death, which may be nearer than 

imagine! Let me mind the Great things 

firſt, which are of abſolute neceflity to 

he done, ſome time or other before I dye. 

This periſhing Body which I have pam: 

pered and indulyed, at the expence of 

much Coſt and Time, may be putrity- 

ing ina ſilent Grave, before half this Year 

be paſt. Lord ! bleſs this thought, tas 

waken my diligent endeavours to fecu 

the Bleſſedneſs of Eternity! to mortifi 
the deſire of Great Things for my ſelf, in 
future Tears, by the conſidered Poſlibi: 
lity of dying before the end of this! Let 
me look into the Graves of others, and 
conlider that this may quickly happe 
to me, and muſb ere long be my own 
caſe: Let me think what this Body will 
thortly be, when it hath been ſix or eight 
days feparated from my Soul; how vile! 
how loathſome ? that I may deſpiſe the 
Beauty, and be dead to the Pleaſures of 
the Body, which ſo eaſily, ſo ſuddenly, 
ſo ſtrangely may be changed. For no 
Glaſs is more brittle, no Bubble-more va- 
niſhing, no /ce more diſſolving, no Howe 
i more 
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ore fadins, no Shadow leſs ſubſtantial, 
Io. Slzep or Dream more deceiving, no 
Found more tranſient, nothing more vain 
and more uncertain than Life, on which 
all other things in this World depend. 

ly days are as nothing ſaith Fob, though 

ey laſted above two Ages. 

There 1s hardly any thing very frail 


(and feeble, mutable and uncertain, but 


he Spirit of God in Scripture ſets forth 


Mthe Yaniry of Life by ; as if he would 


each us by it, from the Light of every 
periſhing Ohjet, which our Eyes behold, 
toreflecton our own Mortality. We ſleep 
every Ng/t, in the outer Chambers of 
Death : And in ſome DileatesSleep, which 
1s the image and Picture of Death, 1s ta- 
ken away, to give place to the Original, 
and make way for death. And every 
year, every week, every day are we ha- 
ltening to our figal Change ; which may 
overtake us ere we are aware. Every 
day we loſe ſome you of our Lives ; in 
our very growth from Infancy to Man- 
hood, our Life decreaſes, and grows leſs. 
Every Pulſe and Breath doth tell us, we 
are haſtening to the End of Time, and 
calls upon us to diſpatch our Work. 


If we conſider * Te, to be the meaſure 
24" - & 


* Dr. Donn's Devotions. 6 
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and how little may remain ? Or how 
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of Motion, however it may ſeem to hay 
three Stations ; Paſt, Preſent and Future 
yet the F:r/+ and Laſ? of theſe are not 
( one 1s not now, and the other is not 
yet. ) That which you call Preſert, is 
not zow the ſame it was, when you be- 
gan to call it ſo in this Line? before you 
ſound that word Preferr, or the Mons 
ſyllable Now, the Preſent, and the Non 
1s paſt. If we conſider Eternity, into 
that Time never entred ; Eternity 1s not 
an Everlaſting Flux of Time ; but Time 
1s a ſhort Parentheſis in a long Period; 
and Eternity had been the ſame, as it 1s, 
tho? Time had never been. If we confi- 
der not Eternity, but Perpetuity, which 
ſhall out- live Time, and be when Tm: 
ſhall be no more. What a Minute 1s the 
Life of Man tothat ? How ſoon mult it 
end ? | 
Every Word we ſpeak, 1s formed of 
that Breath whereby we live; and we 
may not live to pronounce another Seur 
tence, but the Lamp of Life may be ex. 
tinguiſht and blown out by a ſudden 
Blaſt. Every thing we do, carries away 
ſome Sands of our little Glaſs of Time; 


( 


Ss MY Ms © oa ps 


ſoon may the Glaſs be broken? Our Souls 


are in our Bodies, as a little Air incloſed 
il 


aV 
Wie 


ot Þ 
10t 
.þ 
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8. 2 thin Bubble ; how ealily 1s that bro- 


en, and where are we? How many 
hoare now alive, 1n health and vigour, 
ho deliberate on their Meat and Drink, 
d are curious of Air and Exerciſe, to 
tintain themſelves in Health,and pleaſe 


-Mhemſelves with the Dream of Years to 
ome, {hall never ſee another New-years- 


ay? It may be not another Month, or 


reek, or morrow ? Many have promiſed 


emſclyes great things on the morrow, 
ut dyed before Night: Let me not ſay, 
ſhall not die this Day, when I may 
is Hour; and *tis but once for all, there 


$ no amending an 111 Death, by another 


ryal. © When I lie down to ſleep, I 
hope to riſe ſtronger and freſher, and 
fitter for work ; but, I know withaL, 
I may riſe no more. And may not 
my Name be on the Roll of thoſe who 
ſhall exc be called, at lgaſt ſome time 
this Year ? Let me not then neglect 
or fooliſhly delay my' Principal Buſi- 
neſs,to provide againſt a Change, which 
Is inevitable, but the time of it altoge- 
ther doubtful. Ought not my firſt and 
chieteſt care to be imployed to make 
my peace with God, ( He alone can be 
my happineſs to his final Judgment 

am haltening ; His Favour {ore can 
& glve 
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3 give me Support and Joy in a dying 
* Hour: To his Mercy I muſt truſt 
- whenT leave this World, and can hay 
* no advantage more by any thing in 
* It: ) that he may mercifully receive my 
_ © Soul at Death and be my Everlaſtin 
* Portion? Do I know my Life isthu 
* yain and tranſient, and ſhall I not fk 
** rtouſly improve it to ſuch a Purpoſe 
** Shall cheſe Thoughts keave no Tmpre 
* fon upon me? Dol breath continuall 
**10 this Element of Yamty, and yer for 
« get where I am, and remain inſenſib| 
*of ſo near a Change? Shall thel 
** Thoughts, paſs. away as a vaniſhin 
* Cloud, and diſtil no ſoftening drop 
* on my Soul? Shall the Image 0 
* Death, which meets me every whe 
* be only like an appearing Gholt « 
* Phantaſm, that Rtartles and ſcares 
* little, hut is preſently, gone, and 
© more conſidered ? Oh ! let me now 1 
© member to make God my Friend, all 
© ſecure an intereſt in his Eternal Me 
 ©* cy, while the Day laſts; yea, whil 
**© my Reaſon and Underſtanding at 
* free, and not diſturbed aud clouds 
* by Fear and Pain, and the Diſord 
* of the Body, as commonly they 4 
* in Sickneſs, if God ſhould youchſaten 
* that Warning, which yet I may 

| cc Proſ i Þ| 
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promiſe my ſelf to have, for I may be 
cut off by a Sudden Stroke, before the 
end of this Tear, I now begin. 
And how great and neceſſary a Work 
Wave I to do in ſo ſhort and ſo nncertain 
M Portion of Time ? Endleſs joy or Mi- 
Wry will be the conſequence of ſpending 
is preſent Time. My 1gnorant Soul 
Wnſt be inſtrufted, my carnal Heart re- 
wed, many falſe Opinions muſt beun= 
Warnt, and ſinful Cuſtoms changed, . 
d powerful Luſts mortified, and ſtrong 
emptations overcome, and many Gra- 
to be obtained, exerciſed, ſtrengthen- 


ſhinſÞi and preſerved, to pleaſe and ſerve, 


d glorihe an Holy, Omnipreſent God, 
y Soveralgn;z and expreſs the Thank- 
Ineſs of my Heart and Life to Chriſt 
y Saviour ; and 1s all this nothing ? Is 
Wc all my little haſty Time too little for 
Wcha Work? to prepare for a ſafe and 
mfortable Death, in order to a bleſſed 


eraity ? 


Serious Refletions, 
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Of the ſeeming Difterence, berween ſo my 
ny Years Paſt, and the ſame number « 
Years to come. 


V Hen I look back on the preceed 
ing Years of my Life, how caf 
ly can TI graſp them all at once? they ar. 
even as yeſterday when "tis paſt. Buth 
many Years to come hath ſomething gre: 
and vaſt, which fills my Thoughts, and 
affefts my Mind, after another manner 
Such: 1s the difference between paſt In 
joyments, and the Expectation of ftur 
Let me ſuppoſe the ſame term and dura 
tion of Years, and yet how different a 
my Apprehenſions of what is paſ?, andol 
what 1s yet to come ! Things palt by are 
membrance of ſome remarkable Paſſages 
when they happened, ſeem to be preſen 
with me : But not knowing what maj 
happen in the ſame number of Years 
come, I have nothing whereon to fu 
my Thoughts. Or the Reaſon of thi 
Difference may rather be, that Men ul 
this degenerate and neceſlitons Stat 
( with unſatisfied Deſires reaching afte 
Happineſs, and ſenſible nothing preſen 
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can afford ir, and knowing by Expert- 


ence that nothing paſt could have done 

| mic ) are eagerly delirous of Felicity; and 
becauſe we know not but what 1s to come 

may procure it, we hope it will ; which 
makes the Time ſeem long, by reaſan of 
ur Expectation” and Deſire of Goed. 
hereas the foreſight of Evil, and the 
y ar xpectation of that, ſome years hence, 
ir lakes the Time rather ſeem ſhort, and 
orealſÞ'® at hand : So many years to come, 11 
arc expectation and detire of Good, are 
nerf#9ng and tedious ? ſuch Hope deferred 
2 Ir makes the heart ſik, even tho” tis of that 
- 0 as mult needs fail our expectations. 
Prepare me, Lord! for what thine un- 


ceed- 


7 call 


- rring Counſel ſhall pleaie to order, as 
4 of® ©'e remainder of my Time on Earth; 
< ad ſufter me not to count upon a great 
_ of Tears to come, fince #h11, for 
oi ught I know, may be my laſt: Neither 
mall. ME expect Reſt and Happineſs in this 
4 Yorld, which nothing Temporal can 
= ord, This is not the ſtate or ſeaſon, 
: thi herein, by any promiſe of God, Iam 
-n io Ovraged to hope it. And if fifty or 
Statt reeſcore years tO COMe, be thought ſo 
fre ©2©4 matter, and really 1s {», as to our 
ofeaf$9) 22 Earth ; Oh! what apprehenlions 
© Wgitc 1 to admit conceraing an endleſs, 
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everleſting State! eſpecially being as cer- 
tain of the latter, after Death, as I an 
uncertain about the former ; whether 
many Years be yet to come before mj 
Death. Let me not hereafter be ſo pre- 
poſterous in my Solicitude, Cares, and 
Fears, as to be anxious for to Morroy, 
and yet be thoughtleſs of Eternity. 


—— 


S660. : VF: 


The little Portion of our Time on Faril 
conſidered, by a Computation of the Li: 
of Man, from the number of Years ai 
Hours. 


—_l 


Hink, O my Soxl! how ſhort is that 
Life at longeſt, made up of Year, 

and Months, and Days ; ſuch little parts 
and yet in number few. Well therefor: 
mgy it be expreſt, 8s I find in Holy Writ, 
by years of Number, that is, ſuch as maj 
ſoon be numbred. When a few Years art 
come, faith Job (*), (or the Years « 
mumber, as in the Original ) I ſhall go the 
way, whence I ſhall not return. Zy 
years of an Hireling, which were not 
bove three, Iſa. 16. 14. We ufually col 


i 


F ) 16, Fob, 22+, 12, Exek. on, I{a. 10, 19 
pur 
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pute Threeſcore and Ten Years, to the life 
of Man : Let me ſuppoſe foxrſcore. The 
Bed with moſt imploys one half; and 
hardly one iz Thirty doth reach the Age 
of. Seventy Years, And (*) they who 
live to ſuch an Age, do yet complain 
how ſoon tis done. Ignorant Child- 
hood and heedleſs Youth, and infirm old 
Age, may be ſuppoſed to take upa third 
part of that Time. In cither of them 
very little of the great Ends of Life are 
anſwered. We ordinarily begin to rec- 
kon our lives from our Birth; whereas 
for a good while after, we know not 
whether we are alive or no, but are be- 
holding to others to make the account 
for us. When we firſt come to the ſtea- 
dy uſe of Reaſon, or What we call the 
Years of Diſcretion ; how few are there; 
but from the Prejudices of Education, 
trom the Corruption of Human Na- 
ture, from the want of Experience, from 
the Infection of bad Company, how few, 
| ſay, but ipend their yourger Years Al 
thoſe things, which afterwards they are 
aſhamed of, when experience hath taught 
them the Wiſdom of Men'? How great a 
part of our remaining Time is taken up 
in the Neceſlities of Nature, about Food 
( * ) Winter-Evening Conference, Conf. 1 
B 3 


and 
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and Rayment, and 1a lawful Cares, to 
{apport the Body ? and how much more 
than needs, 1n pampering, dreſſing and 
adorning it ? Outof the [Lal remainder, 
how much 1s imployed im the concerns of 
a Family, and near Relations, in particu- 
lar Callings, 1n necefſary Civil Bnlſineſ, 
and 1n getting, keeping, or improving ar 
Eſtate ? Beſides all the Time that is ſpent 
In Recreations, Viſits, unprofitable Dif- 
courſe, impcrtinent Thoughts, Journeys, 
Sickneſs, and-1nnumerable other Occaſ- 
ons, ſome allowable, ſome unavoidable, 
and many needleſs ? After this, how lit- 
tle Time remains wherein to cultivate 
and improve-our Minds, by Languages, 
Arts and Sciences, or the knowledge of a 
Trade, &'. How btile then after all, 
may we ſay, is left for the matters of Re- 
ligion ? for Devotion to God, and ſerious 
preparation for another World ? 

Alas ! how ſmall a number of Years 
make vp the Life of Man ! and how ſmal| 
a Portion of that, is imployed about the 
Principal Buſineſs, for which we were 
born, and for-which we live ? Wedivide 
 Timeinto Paſt, Preſent, and Future : But 
the Paſt is not now ours; the Future Þ 
nor yet, -and the Preſent now 1s paſt, cre 
the found be pronounced. And yet this F 
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| -/] the Time allotted us wherein to ſe- 


cure the Bleſledneſs of Eternity. How 
many Hours more of our little Time 
might be improved, than commonly are 
by the Beſt ? In every Year there are 
8775 Hours: If we allow the greateſt 
half for ſleep, and neceſſary attendance 
on the Body, and take but 4000 Hours 
for our Work and Buſineſs of conſe- 
quence : How poor an account can moſt 
Men give of all theſe 4000 Hours in e- 
very Year ? not one hour in ſeven, not 
one in zer, is ordinarily devoted to God, 
and the purpoſes of Religion. Should 
it not affect us, ſeriouſly to conſider this ? 


| eſpecially if we remember, at what an 


uncertainty we are, how ſmall a number 
of Days and Hours do yet remain. This 
Year, this Month, this Week, this Day 
or Hour may be my laſt, What an un- 


ſuſpeFed Accident or a ſudden Diſeaſe . 


may do, I know not : But this I know, 
that there is ſcarce any thing that hath nor 
killed ſome Body; an Hair, a-Feather, 
a Vaporr, a Breath hath done it, and 
when the Apoſtle James ask the Queſti- 
on, What is your Life ? He Anſwers, Jt 
s even a Vrpour, that appeareth a littic 
while, and then vaniſheth aways. 


m_ 7 OO. Of 
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SS Ck 
Of the Redemption of Time, how prectou 


and valuable a Treaſure it is, and wil 
be thought to be, when *tis too late. 


— 
LE — 


our Days on Earth ſo few,. and ſo ur- 
certain ! How carcful ſhould I he to mz 
.Nageevery Hour, endeavouring to match 
the Swiftneſs of Time by my celerity, and 
diligence to improve it? I can-have no 
Butineſs of greater or of equal Moment 
to mind, . than to ſecure the Happineh 
_ of my Soul in another World. And ſhal 
, OO my Time, and loſe my Pains + 
Hout things unneceſſary 2 What will all 


other Butneſs ſignifie in the end, if thi 


be neglected? Is there any Intereſt more 
. weighty,that calleth me from ſuch work! 
bs there any thing elſe that ſo well de 
. lerves my Time ? That may be put 1at0 
the Scales, or weighed in a balance + 
gainſt this ? Shall Erermnity, which cont 
prehends all Time, have the leaſt ſhare 
of -my Time allotted for its concern 
ments? How little a part of my Tum 
hath been hitherto employed in uct 
work ! How reaſonable, how neceſlarj 
ww F 


S the life of Man ſo ſhort and fleeting 


on T ime and Eterm'y. '2 
lisit toredeem the little Inchof, Time that 
yet remains, but haſtens to a Period ? 
For as there is no Covenant to be made 
WM with Death,ſo.no Agreement for the Ar- 
vil reſt and Stay of Time; it keeps- its pace 
whether I redeem, and uſe it well or not. 

—B The greateſt part of our Life is delign- 
| edly employed to avoid Death; we eat 
-W and drink, and fleep, and labour, and 
reſt, that we may not die; and yet even 
by theſe we haſten. to Death. Every 
Breath, every Pulſe, every Word leaves 
one leſs of the number, which God hath 
| appointed me, and carries away fome 
Sands of the Glaſs of Time; and yet hoy 
little care is taken to employ it well,? 
We ſeldom value it,till we can no longer 
uſe it to any adyantage;:'' and though we 
| know 1c can neither be. retarded 1 its 
motion, or recalled when paſt, yet .of 
nothing are we more prudigal. Yea, how 
many complain of it as a Burthen, and 
know not what to do with their Time, 
are exceedingly ata loſs wherein to em- 
ploy it, what to do to be rid of it? But 
alas! how near is. that Change, when 
WH they ſhall think nothing too dear to puy- 
chaſe ſome few Grains of that Sang, 
which now ſeem too many, while they 
are paſſing through their Hoursglals ? 
| B5 How 
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How ſad' will be the review of our loſt 
and 1I-ſpent Time ? How different an 
Opinion of its Value ſhall we have on: 
Sick-Bed, *or when our Time and Hope 
] { ol@ngghiny x Weeks, and Days, 


is 
Wilt | 'and Hours, O my Sel, have'l trifled away 
tf CinSloath and Idleneſs, in fooliſh Mirth, 
Wi and hurtful Company, in vain Thoughts 
and impertinent Diſcourſe, in exceſs of 
'Sleep, and needlefs Paſtimes, Feaſtings, 
Tnordinate Care to adorn the Body, or 
*gratihe the ſenſual Appetite ? All that 
"which 1s paſt is irrecoveraÞle; and the 
Aittle remainder flies apace. How quick 
Ty will it be gone ; how ſoon, how fud- 

denly,may annnexpetted Stroke of Death if 
conclude it > And yet this 1s all the op- 
-portunity I ſhall ever have, to make my 
Peaxe with God, and prepare for the 

everlafting World. 

© DidFe conſider it as we ought, we 

Fhould not fooliſhly throw away ſo much 

-of it in Triftes, and things impertinent, M.. 
or what 1s worſe : How much more might 
"we redeem than commonly we do? To 
how much better purpoſe might we lus 
"bandit? How much more work might 
:we do, were we never idle, or. did not 
Joyter? We might walk far, did we 
not often ſtand ft111, or gogut of our * 
e 
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e ſee it plainly by he great and excel- 
ent Effe&s of ſome, few Mens Induſtry in 
every Age. Art. hath found means to 
et Spies and Watches as it were on the 
857, that he cannot leok ont, but they 
take hold of his Shadow, and force it to 
ell how far he is; gone that day: And 
yet while we are curious in making Time 
give a juſt Account of it ſelf tous, how 
little do we conſider the account of our 
Time,which we muſt ſhortly give to God? 
Oh! that ſuch a Thought might effe&u- 
ally perſuade me te redeem it ! that Imay 
not tarry till the end of Time to know 
'Wthe worth of it ! Let me not undervalue 
t, while ?ris given me to be uſed, that I 
nay not eternally regret my Folly, when 

ime ſhall be no more. 
God calls me to Diligence and Labonr ; 
he Work hecalls me to is excellent, and 
the Keward glorious; toknow., and love, 
and ſerve, and obey him,in orderto Etecr- 
nal Life z and ſhall I yet be Idle? ls this 
he Uſe and End of all my Time? And 
v0 I know 1t, and believe it? Dol in- 
leed believe it,and yet delay and loyter, 
and waſt my precious Hours in Vanity ? 
im I going into Erermiry, and entring 
ito anothes World, and know that I 
nuſt be 1n Heaven or Hell for ever, Fa nd 
YE 
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have I Time to throw away? AmIkt 
to die, and to appear before my Jud 
or am I not ? Am I made meet for Hes. 
ven, by pardoning Mercy, and ſan&tify 
ing Grace? Have | the Earneſt of the 
Spirit to witneſs and aſſure me of it? k 
my Intereſt in the Promiſe of Eternl 
Life as firm,- and my Evidence of it « 
clear, as it may be made ? Am Inot con 
{cious to my ſelf, that much of this ne- 
-cellary Work is yet to be done? Ant 
ſhall ſuch an unprepared Soul as min 
be careleſs and indifferent how 4 ſpen 
my Time ?. 


CTECT. Ya 


Of the Ordinances of Heaven, Day an 
Night, Summer and Winter, Seed-ti 
and Harveſt ;, their order and ſucceſſu 
eſtabliſht by God, is the effef# of Tnfini 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, What they 


teach us, , 


V Hen I conlider the beginning ( 

another Year,l can hardly avoi 
reflecting on its ſeveral parts, Summet 
and Winter, Spring and Fall, Day au 
_ Night, and their axernate Turns. Tit 
calls me to obſerve, and admire his Er! 
nal Power and Godbead, Wiſdoma 


_—_—__ 


Iruli 


F dof 
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Truth, who is the Great Author of this 
admirable variety; Who hath fixed the 
Earth with his Foot, and hanged it on 
nothing, and ſetled the Luminaries of 
Heaven for Excellent Ends: The Sun to 
Ruleby Day, and the Moon by Night, there- 
by to diſtinguiſh Times and Seaſons, to 
ſeparate Day and Night, Winter and 
Summer, and conſult the convenience of 
Man and Beaſt, by their due Succeſſion. 

ſl The Day ts thine, the Night alſo is thine, 
8 thou makeſt Summer and Winter : How 
wenderful is their Order, Beauty, anc 
conſtant Courſe; that when the Sun 
withdraws, and the ſhadows of the Even- 
ing cover the Earth with darkneſs, to 
conclude the Day; the Moon and Stars 
ſupply the place of the abſent Sun, du- 
ring the Night > And that tho? they dii- 
fer in length, yet gradually leflen, till 
they are both equal at the years end, and 
have made theſame Circuit. How excel- 
lent a work of God, is that quick ſucceſli- 
; Off on to one another ? The ſuppoſition of a 
00 perpetual Night, is a diſmal gloomy thought. | 
O what will the Everlaſting Darkneſt of I 
WM the Infernal Priſon be ! The Sun by day ? 
W-<nizhtens the Earth, directs our Moti= | 
on, guides our Way,governs ourTravail, | 
allits Converſation, awakens Induſtry, 

16 warms | 
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warms the Earth, and Air, gives Life, 

and Vigor, and fruittulneſs to all thingy 
under the Sun, and makes the whole In- 
feriour Creation to rejoyce. An Em- 
blem of God's univerſal Goodneſs, who 


is kind to all his Creatures; How ad-W-* 


mirable 1s its Luſtre! how glorious | 
its Light ! how loudly doth it proclain 
his Power and Wiſdom ! who made this, 
and the other Lights of Heaven, by his | 


powerful Word, and preſerves themW* 


hitherto by-his datly Providence. 
It God be now 10 glorious, contem-i 
plated in his works, conſidered 1n the 
luſtre of the created Sun, viewed only 
through the Windows of 'Senſe ; hoy 
much more'glorious will he appear here- 
afrer, when we ſhall ſee him face toface, 
and nothing interpoſe betwixt us and his 
incomparable Light! If mine Eye 
dazle to look upon the meridian Sun, in 
what inacceſlible Light muſt hedwell, who 
is the Father of Lights ? If this lower World 
the common receptacle of his Friends and 
Enemies, have ſo much of his Glory 
vouchſafed them by the Heavenly Bo- 
dies; 'O what a place will Heaven be, 
where ſhall be no S» or Moor,nor needot 
any, but the piory of God ſhall lighten it, and 

the Lamb be the Light thereof ? 
W hik 
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While I thus conſider the Snn, and the 
Day, 1 muſt not think the Night is uſe- 
.|Meſ, which diſcovers another part of the 


. MHeavens,not diſcernable by the Day, viz. 


the Stars and Planets, refreſhing the 
Marth, cooling the Air, giving neceſſary 
Reſt to the Creatures, &c. Thetr order, 
motions, aſpects, oppolitions, influences, 
xe all uſeful, and inſtructive. The a- 
rreeable mixtures of Light and Dark- 
neſs, the regular ſucceſſion of Day and 
Night within a few hours, are exceed- 
ing wonderful, and advantageons. In 
ther parts of the World, where the Sun- 

ams are more direct.,and its heat exceſ- 
ive, God hath made amends by the 
ength of the Night, (under the Equi- 
noctial Line it is always Twelve hours ) 


; (1d 1n the more Northen parts, where 


he Influence of the Sun is weaker, the 
2ys are proportionably longer. So good 
$ God to all his Creatures,in all parts of 
e world; As the Morning and Even- 

ng anſwer to the day of Twenty four 
ours; ſo doth Spring and Autumn to 
e Twelve months of the Year, that we 

nay not paſs immediately from one ex- 
ream to another, but gradually be diſpo- 
d for ſo great a change, as is between 

ummer and Winter, and Winter and 
Sum- 
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Summer. $So mercitul and gracious, an! 
infinitely wiſe is God, in all his Works 
ſo that we cannot ſay, one part of th 
Year 1s more neceſſary than another, 
The Winter 1s as uſeful for the good of the 


Univerſe, as the Summer : In this we anlf 


ſupplied with what is neceſſary to main 
tain us1n that, And the admirable Sit 

ation of the Sun ( moſt probably ) ia th 
Center of the World, ſeems much to cot 
tribute to it. If it had been at a farthe 
diſtance from us, our Earth would har 
been in a manner deſolate; becauſe th 
Influence of the Sun could not have bez 
conſiderable: And if it had been nearer 
the Stars above would have wanted Light 
and this Earth under been burnt u 

The Excellent Order which it hath noi 
obeyed for above fix Thouſand Yea 

is alſo wonderful. The Sun never ſto 

{till but once, and that by a Air: 
tho? much inferiour to that of it's dal 
Progreſs. What a Subject is here to al 
mire the Power, Goodne's, Wiſdoi 
and Faithfulneſs of God ? Lord ! what 
A1an! For whom thou dolt all this ! At 


becauſe I find every Year that the Dil 


dies into Night,the Summer into W int 
and Herbs and Plants loſe their Beail 
and Verdure, and ſhed their Bloilom 

Ni 


AT 


me 
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may I not hence learn to conſider, and 
repare for my own Approaching 
hange? In Proſperity, Health, and Eaſe, 
nd Life, to expect, and make Provitlon 
or Trouble, Sickneſs, Pain and Death ? 
Ws cvery Wiſe Man in Summer would do 
inWor Winter; and work with all my 
ight, while it is called to day ;, while the 
ight continues, becauſe the Night of 
Darkneſs 1s at hand, when none can work. 


—_ 


SECT. VIIL 


)7 Evils to be expeited in this Year ;, the 
Wiſdom and Mercy of God, in conceal- 
ing from w the Knowledge of future 
Events. 


i 
——"Y nd. 


—_—— P_y — 


Al | OT only few, and uncertain, but 
| Evil likewiſe are the Days of the 
Years of my Life, may every one ſay, with 
ne Patriarch Facob. A ſufficient Portion 
df Evil for every year may well be ex- 
pected, when our Lord tells us, there 
S a Certain Meaſure allotted for every 
Vay. Sufficient to the Day is the Evil of we. 
Not only 1s our Life ſhort, bat trouble- 
Woe, full of vexations Mixtures. We 
cannot ſing a Requiem to our Souls, when 
me great Calamity is paſt ; for we know 
nor 
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not 1n this Region of Changes, hut aulſe : 
tmer,a greater may be be at hand. One Meer 
fenger of1l] News may ſucceed and ourdWtc« 
another. as it was with Fcb. We conWhi 
weeping into the World in a moſt helyrt 
leſs, forlorn: State ; and if we eſcapetiſWo1 
Dangers of /;fncy, and the Caſualties We 
Childocd; and after that outlive th{Wir 
Snares and Follies of YTorrh, we arc tea 
upon the Pikes of Time and Chance, aufWv1 
Taddenaud diſquiet our ſelves with a ther 
fand Griefs and Sorrows, by 1gevitaÞ | 
and unexpected Occaſions ; though We 
encreaſe the number of needleſs Cares a0 
Fears and Diſcontevts ;, *Till at lengthMr0! 
ſudden ſtroke arreſts us, we fetch a groaſiff \ 
and dye. | 
Who can give a Catalogue of the / 

flictions and Calamirties, Perplexities ay 
Difappointments, Incumbrances, Croſſ 
and evil Accidents of Humane Life ? | 
means whereof Millions are diſconſolag#0! 
and fad, mourn and complain, weep af 
ſigh, and from day to day are fed 
the Bread of Afﬀiiftion, and the Water 
Adverfity. Not to mention Mens fiuctigif<Þ 
ating reſtleſs Thoughts of Heart, imp 
tunate Deſires, baffled Projets, defeatt 
Purpoſes, which ſuppoſe or bring Veil 
ation. A good ſhare of theſe is not *"* 
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- ſhe avoided ; and yet very few can be Par- 


BWcularly foreſeeen. Whocould prognoſti- 
Wtc a year ago the Mercies, or the Evils, 
hich have happened ſince ? Publick and 
rivate, Perſonal and Relative, to the 
ountries, Cities, Families and Perſons 
Fe are concerned for ? And who can cer- 


o zinly foretel the Events of this enſuing 


ear? God hath intermixt Good and 
vil in the Life of Man: He hath ſet Pro- 


| erity againſt Adverſity, ſaith Solomor, 


WD the End, That Man ſhould find nothing 
ter im, Eccleſ. 7. 14. that he may not 
now what ſhall come next, whether a 
roſperous or a Calamitous Event. - 
What a Change may be made in a year 
7 the meer Caſuality of Humane Events? 
yy the Treachery of Friends, pr the Ma- 
ce of Enemies, or the more immediate 
and of God ? We know not what ſhall be 
We tbe Morrow, much leſs what a Twelve 
lonth may produce. Becauſe whatever 
Way be diſpoſed to happen, from natural 
awſes or civil Counſels, may be altered 
y a particular Decree of Providence. 
epare me, Lord ! and every of thoſe 
whoſe Felicity I more eſpecially take 
art, for all the Calamities and Sorrows, 
ine infinite Wiſdom ſhall think fit to 


erciſe us with, this following Year ; 
and 
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and by thy merciful Providence, a 
gracious Condud, cauſe them to wo 
for Good : Furniſhing us with ſuirg 
Strength and Wiſdom, to acqnieſce int 
good Pleaſure, and obey thy Will. 
me follow thee, as the Father of the faith 
ful, tho' I know not whether thou yi 
lead me. Knowing the Wiſdom a 
Faithfulneſs of my Pilot, let me therg 
be ſatisfied, though I know not partiaff 
larly what Courſe he will ſteer. 
I thank thee, O Heavenly Father ! thif 
thou haſt reſerved the Knowledge off 
ture Times and Seaſons to thy ſelf, ai 
hid Events from Men ; Leſt by conlide 
ing them Certain, we: ſhould preſume 
caſe they are Good; or ſhould deſpair 
ingly afflict our ſelves, by foreſeeing t| 
Evil we Know to be izevitable, Did n 
certainly foreknow the Good that woul 
befall us, we ſhould not Tr#ft in Thee 
bring it to paſs, or heartily implore ti 
Care and Conduct. Did we foreſee th 
Evils we ſhall ſuffer, before they ove 
take us, we ſhould be overwhelmed wil 
Diffidence and Deſpair. Many a Moth 
who rejoyceth at the Birth of a $ 
would mourn to forefee what a 44u 
what a So he will prove. Snch an 4 
creaſe of Knowledge would incre '; 
if 
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yow ; ſuch a Preſcience would tran- 
"rt and diſcompoſe us, by n/ea/onable 
ys and Sorrows, born out of Time; 
2ke us remiſs in our Duty to Thee ; and 
U&:ken our Dependance on thine own 
uecrrins Wiſdom, Truth, and Power. 


——— — 


SECT. IX. 


We Suppoſition of dying this Year, ſhould be 
improved ;, the Conſequence of Redeeming 
8 Timt, and Providing for Eternity far- 

ll ther preſt. The Folly of Elder Perſons us 


W codemned and checkt from the Example 


of Children. *'T aduiſeable to fami- 
larize the Thoughts of Death, and to 
marine before-hand, wl;at Apprehenſions 
of things we ſhall then have. 


ned. ad —_—— _ 


——_—__ 


i 


HE longeſt Life is but a day multi- 
plied ; and who can certifie, or al- 
reme, whichwvi1ll be my /a/t ? Heonly, 
ho was God as well as Man, could fay, 
line Hour is not yet come. Is all my Life 
ven me to reſolve this Queftion, Whe- 
er I ſhall be in Heaven or Hell for ever ? 
nd have I any time to loſe, and ſquan- 
r away, as ſuperfluous? have I'any 
ore than needs ? ?Tis no impoſlible, or 
reaſonable Suppolition to make, that 
may dye this Tear. Let me admit rhat 
LO Thowght, 
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Thought, and imagine my ſelf on a B4 
of Sickneſs, wearied with Pain, and rey 
to leave this World; the Phyfitia 
gone, deſpairing of my Recovery; m 
Friends about me weeping ; and 4 
things in a dolefn! Melancholy Poſty 
ſuited to ſuch a ſtate ; feeling withinm 
ſelf the preſages of Death, expetiin 
the final ſtroke, 1n an hour or tw 
more, What isthex the value of ſenſi 
Pleaſures? can I then reliſh or ſavor 
them ? what zher is Honour to me, whi 
hall never zo abroad more to receive! 
"till carried ro my Grave ? will it th 
comfort me to have lived in Reputatio!, 
and Applauſe, it my Heart was not hun: 
ble under ir, and the Honour of Gol 
promoted by it ? Can Riches and a gre 
Eſtate ſupport me,when I am juſt packin! 
up, for a Removal to the other World] 
In that Hour will it be any Sarisfaction, 
t2 have made a ſtir and noiſe for a fey 
years upon Earth, to be talkt of for! 
while longer than other Men ? are thek 
the things, my dying thoughts will be 
molt concerned to reflect on ? 
Theſe Dignities, Pleaſares, and Poſſe 
Hons offered to a dying Man, would r# 
ther upbraid than tempt him; they come 


too late, as a Prince's Pardon to a Mat 
whok 
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ofe Head is off. Die I muſt, and ap- 
ar before my Judge, to anſwer for all 
at I have received , and done in the Bo- 
, Fool that. I was, (ſhall I then too juſtly 
7 to my ſelf, ) not to have conſidered 
is much ſooner ! not to have provided 
rit ata better Rate ! my Sins ſtare me 
the Face, my Conſcience tells me 1 
not ready for ſuch a Trial; I have 
ed a ſtranger to ſuch Thoughts as now 
annot refuſe, and which ſhould have 
a adinitted ſooner. Bur if to ſuch a 
re, any hope of Mercy may be granted, 
ho' it be unſpeakable little ) yer I can- 
t vromiſe my ſelf any ſuch Warning 
| Sickneſs. The ſleeping Virgins were 
Iled at A4dnight, and ſo may I. Where 
1 I pitch my Tents on Earth, to be ſe- 
e againlt a ſudden Remove ? 
Lord ! make theſe Thoughts effectual 
prevent my Loſs of precious Twme,which 
ſuch a ſeaſon, will be eſteemed preci- 
Is,tho' now 1t be not. O how /wifr, how 
drt 15 my Time of Trial, in order to Erer- 
y/ how difficult how important a work 
It to prepare for an Everlaſting State ! 
hat 1s all this World, how little, how 
a nothing, to a departing Soul ? 
ad ſhall I after ſuch Refle&ions, conti- 
: to purſue Shadows, and pleaſe wy 
elt 
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ſelf with empty Dreams? when bein 
near my final Judgment, the Comny 
Wiſdom of a Man requires me to mi 
It in good Earneſt; and be more oli 
tous about it than for any thing Ten 
ral? O in what manner will Death op 
my Eyes, by ſhutting the Windows 
Senſe ! How ſhall I then ſee the Nothin 
neſs of what is but Temporal, and-t 
Reality of what is Eternal / 

We ſometimes laugh to ſee the Vanit 
of little Children, who are greatly plea 
with painted Toys, and buſily emplon 
about Trifles. It extorts a Smile to 
them eager, and induſtrious, and might 
concernedin their Childiſh Sports ; toy 
them ſigh or weep for little things wi 
wedeſpiſe ; to obſerve with what Sol 
tude and Care they'll raiſe a little Fabric 
which three Moments after they thet 
ſelves pull down, or would othermi 
tumble of its own Accord. We laugl 


theſe, but ſhonld weep over our ſcl\qgh&e! 


as the greater and elder Fools ; who 
every whit as filly, yea infinitely mort 


that conlidering we know the fraily Þ'c 


our preſent Life, and can look beydl 
the Grave to another World, ſhould} 
miſpend our precious Time on thi 


which cannot profit; and pleaſe our fel) 
wi 
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h what is ſo unſuicable to our Age 
| State : and ſuffer our Paſſions to 
rk with violence,for a thing of nought? 
| our greateſt Diligence, Care, and 
al, to be exerciſed on things imperti- 
Wat and vain ; that are periſhing in them- 
Wycs, and can contribute nothing to our 
rnal Welfare. And is it not thus, with 
erence to all that Men toil and labour 
, with the Neglet of an immortal 
ate ? 
The Voluptuous Sa4dacee will not re- 
e the Koa, Gratification of his ſen- 
il Appetite, becauſe he is uncertain 
another day. Let ws eat and drink, for 
Morrow we dye. Should not the ſame 
duUve quicken my Diligence 1n a better 
rk? and becauſe my Lord may come 
Idenly at a Thief in the Night, immedi- 
ly __ to meet him ? Let me now 
refore, O my Soul ! look forward to 
> End of Life and Time ! and o let me 
em, and ſeek, and chooſe, and do eve- 
thing ia the firſt place, which thea I 
ll wiſh T had; Let me do nothing now, 
ch I verily believe I ſhall thea be a- 
med, or ſorry to refleq on; that by 
kiag what a Condition I ſhall then 
to have my Soul 1n, ' I may now pro- 
l& my ſelf, much better than I have 
C done 
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done hitherto. That while I am int 
greateſt probability of living, I mayſy 
poſe my change to be near, and for 
dare to. do any tbing, but what I wc 
or might do, itI were in the preſent 
pecation of Death. To this end, let 
g0 down to the Porters-Houſe, deſcend 
the Conſideration of my Mortality, i 
dwell among the Tombs; remembn 
the e/fgyprians built themſelves hen 
Tombs than Houſes, becauſe they we 
to dwell longer in them. Let every Nip 
repoſe, ſerve me as a Memorial of my 
ſleep ! and let my Bed ſtand for the 
del of my Coffin ! This is the only Wi 
to be dead to this World; to be able 
jadge of things now, as we ſhall do ati 
Death, according to Immutable, Erenipi 
Truth. 


SECT; X. 


The Brevity of Life conſidered as the f 
of Sin. There are but three ways of lu 


210 this World, As Abel, Adam, or Eno | 


A diligent improvement of Time ſan 
preſt; and the Neglett of it bewailed, 


HE fhortning of our Days is 
fruit of $i; All the _— 
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ave ever beca in the World, have been 
auſed by Sin. We dye becauſe we have 
inned, and yet we ſhould not fin as now, 
f this were not forgot, that we aſt dye. 
om the firſt Tranſereſſion of Adar: we 
Icrive our Death ; and therefore ome of 
is Poſterity lived longer than he. \V hich 
jroves that the lengthning of 0-11 (J4Y's 
s peculiar Gift of God and yet tis luc 
Gift, as was more delired formerly, 

han ſince the Appearance of C hrilt 
os we 1tad of noae in the New Teſta- 
nent, ſince Life and Immortality is brought 
þ Light by the Goſpel, who deſired a long 

ontinuance here on Evth. 

Were we delivercd from Sz, the ſting 
*f Death, by having made our Peace 
ith God in the Blood of Jeſus, Death 
yould not be frighttu], or put on ſuch a 
maſtly Vizor, as to moſt it doth. But 
e are uncertain of our Fuſtificatio, we 
'aver berween Hopes and Fears as to our 
nal Sentence; and are conſcious to our 
elves, that We Are 2ot realy for qur great 
\ccount. This makes Death fo terrible. 
oalidering withal that it 15 1nevitable ; 
ve Way of "the Liv: ng. For tho* the Curſe 
eremoved, and the ſting be taken out b J 
ur Bleſſed Saviour : ſo that the Souls 
f Believers are ſafe, and ſhall not be 
C2 touch d 
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touch'd by the ſecond Death; yet God h: 
not taken away the ſtroke of it fromt! 
Body. Tho? a Chriſtian 1s aſſured ( 
deliverance from Hell, he is not excmyt 
ed from the Grave, & his Paſſiget 
4 Jeaven. | 
Prepare me, Lord, by the free Remi 
ion of all my Sins, and make me mel 
for the Bleſſed Inheritance, hy ſandtih 
ing Grace; and then thy "Time 1s hel 
Thy Holy IVill be done, No matter the: 
whether my Death be wiclent, or wh 
we call Natural, It will be one of t| 
two, for | can't expect to be Trarſlat 
by a miraculous Change, as Holy Enu 
was ; and as they ſhall be, who ſhall} 
found alive in the World, when our G 
rious Judge ſhall come again. Therea 
but thoſe three ways of leaving Earth 
and the Three firſt Men of whole Depai 
ture we read in Scripture, are Inſtauc 
of all Three. Abel of a violent Deat 
Adam of a natural One, and Ernzch of 
Tranſlation. The Variety and Ordert 
their Departure, as one obſerves, is ve 
admirable, and deſerves to be confiderd 
For all Mankind muſt follow one or oth 
of thoſe three Examples. Every Md 
or Woman, that 1s horn into the Worl 
mult leave it by one of thoſe three ” 
E1LIK 
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icher be cut off by a wvialent Death, as 

be, che firſt Man who dyed; or dye a 
atiral Death, as Adam did, who was 
he ſccond, or be tranſlated, as Enoch, 
ho was the third we read of. 

But though I know, that within a few 
ears at farthelt, I mult leave this World 
Wy one or other of theſe ways; though I 
Wve been dying ever fince I began to 
ve; am Dead to the lalt Year, and to 
ll the preceeding Portions of my Time z 
nd know withal, that what remains will 
nickly paſs and be gone after the ſame 
W1nner ; yet how have I overloved this 
Wody, as if I ſhould never live out of it ! 

d ſet my Heart and Aﬀections on this 

orld, as if I ſhould never remove to 
nother ! and trifled away my precious 
ime and Life, as if a change would ne- 
Fer come ! 

That Few do ſeriouſly admit ſuch 
houghts 1s too evident, by the general 
durſe and Practice of their Lives. For 
d what Hazards do Men expoſe them- 
Ives? what Pains will they take ? what 


|. MF—conveniences will they bear? with 


hat unwearied Induſtry will they toyl 
nd -lahour, to get a little. Money, or 
dnour 1n this World, tho* they know 
Nt, but they may be called out of it, be- 

C'3 fore 
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fore the End of this Year? And yet th 
lame Perſons are remiſs and flothful 
bout a future Lite! negligent and una 
cerned about an Eternal State; carele 
and indifferent, yea, ſottiſhly ſtupid, 
bout the Welfare of their Iminortal Soul 
Henceforward, O my Soul ! whatene 
others do, let me reſolve to live inth 
Expectation of a Change, which-I know! 
certain, and may be very wear. 


— 


SECT. XI. 


Of the Expettation of Another Life, 
Vanity aud Mfery of Man in his Be 
Eſtate, if there benone. The ſatisfatty 

* Removal of that Suppoſition,ty the Though 
of God, and of Eternal Felicity in k 

- Bleſſed Preſence. 


E'T me retire a little, O my Sul 

and bethink my ſelf, what a Wort 
this is; what Men deſign and ſeek, all 
do and ſtiffer ; with whar falſe and feignd 
Joys they are pleaſed, being only hap! 
by. Compariſon; and with what 
Sorrows they are afflicted ; what innume 
rable Diſappointments, Sickneſles, (4a 
as/ troubleſome Remedies, ) Dangel 
Labours, Pains, and Calamities of ay ; 
| uſt 
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ſultitudes groan under, and loudly com- 
lain of? And what littleunworthy Ends 
re purſued by all that do not ſeriouſly 
x Eternal Relt ? and how often fru- 
rated? And withal conſider the Cares 
at diſquiet us, the Errors that deceive 
;, the many Temptations that aſſaulc 
| oVercome us; how bufie we are 
Whout Vanities; how . often dejected, 
ad melancholy for. the. breaking of a 
ubble z how eager and induitrious to 
urſue a Shadow ; active and in earneſt 
) deſtroy our ſclves, and one another z 
nd then Teflect on the Malice and Cru- 
Ity, the Filthiacſs, and Impiety, and 
Wreat Corruption, which abounds every 
here ; whereby God is diſhonoured, 
pd provokt to Anger ? after this what 
Theater of Tragedies, muſt this World 
ppear ? what an Feoſpirtal of Sick, and 
leaſed, or rather diſtrated Perſons ? 
low ſhould 1 be tempted to ſay, Lord 7 
by haſt 'theu made all en in vain'? IN 
an indeed, if I could not look from this 
a of Troubles, to the Haven of Reſt, 
on this dark Priſon, to the Region of 
ht; - from this deccicful, troubleſome, 

nddefiling Earth,to a Bleſſed, Everlaſtin 

eaven: For verily, if there, be. no Worl 
ut this, Every Man in his Beſt Eftate 1n 
C 4 this 
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this World, is altogether Vanity, Sl 
P/al. 39. 5. *Tis a certain undoubt 
Truth, the prefixed verily tells ns { 
and that it deſerves to be well conſiders 
we learn from the concluding Seld 
Every Man u Vanity. Not the Inferioul 
Parts of the Creation only ; but Me 
the Lord of all : And Every Man, ever 
Adam trom himſelf, to the laſt M:uu th 
ſhall by ordinary Generation deſcent 
from him. Not the Ignorant, Poor, 
Wicked only, but all the Individual 
this Species. Young or Old, Strong q 
Weak, Beautiful.or Deformed, Rich 
Povr, High or Low, Good or Bad, ( 1n 
ſpe of the Body, and this preſent Life 
every ones vanity; and this is true, fir 
ſe him in his Beſt Eftare, not only ip 
elpleſs Infancy and Childhood, or in « 
crepit old Age, not only in Pain ai 
Poverty, and Difrrace; but in his mc 
ſetled, moſt flouriſhing, moſt envied, # 
admired Condition upon Earth ; in t 
midſt of Strength and Wit, and Honoit 
when at beſt, as to Body, and Mind, a 
outward Circnmſtances ; when he loi 
faireſt ; when he ſhines brighteſt ; int 
height of all his Glory, with the greatt 
Eikelyhood of a Continuance ; yet mt 
he is but Yanty, In his Frame, in" 
Temp 
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emper, Conſtitution, Inclinations, AQr 
ns, and Employment ; he is a meer Sha- 
m, an empty, mutable, inconſiderable 

hing, and not to be accounted of. © His 

cart, his Head, his Imaginations, Rea- 
dnings, Deſires, Purpoſes, Projects, 

opes and Fears, are all Yamry; and alto- 
ether Vanity, inall the Parts, and Kinds, 
id Particulars of it. He not only may be, 
but he is ſo, in his beſt Eſtate; if this World 
de his Beſt, if this be o#r All, and nothing 
nore to be expected afrex Death. 

And how ſhould ſuch a Reflection ſtrike 
ne to the Heart, to ſuppoſe that after a 
ew Years are ended, I muſt return to 

y firit Nothing, and my very being be 
x) ſwallowed up of Eternal Death / 

hat Satisfaction can I then take in any 

preſent Enjoyments, if an- Eternal Anni- 
Wilation be at hand, when I muſt bid 

dieu tor ever to-all that I now pole? 
What Delight can Þ have in the ordinary 

omforts of Life, with this Belief, that 
thin a Year or two, it may be to Mor- 
row, I ſhall fink inta the Duſt, and exiſt 
no more? What Pleaſure in any thing 
mth this difinal Expectation? The more 
flouriſhing my Condition is inthis World, 


— 


(!) Vid. A+, How's Vanity of Man 4 mortal. 
C5 the 
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the more ſhould I dread to loſe it, if no- 
thing better, nothing at all, can bein- 
joyed after Death. Some Philoſphen 
have ignorantly,urged ſuch a conſiderats- 
on as an Antidoteagainſt the fear of death; 
bnt-the admiſſionof it may rather deprive 
a Man of all the.comfort of Life. W] 
then is'the advantage of a Wiſe Mans 
hove a Fool ? the exerciſe and improve: 
ment of our aobleſt Faculties, would req 
der us more miſerable than others, ifno 
. thing be expected; and certain, wheathis 

Life is over. - Nat only ſenſual, bucun- 
telleQual, - pleaſures would be - diſturbed 
and deſtroyed by fauch Thoughts ;/ that 
very ſhortly, the: next Year, or Day| 
\miult diſappear ; and.ail my lnjoyments 
and; Hopes be utterly and for ever loſ;, 
with my very'Being. | 

:\Were the;cafe thus, ( which ſuch Cot 
TKquences.evince;it 15 not, ) it, were bet 
ter; for moſt, Men they had never: been 
Bgrn 3 whether their conditition here be 
Broſperous;or. Aflicted. For what, Com 
fort or quiet can.apy Man have in Plen- 
tyand Proſperity, when this Trightful ap- 
preheaſion of} an approaching end ise- 
ver preſent ? and. what conſolation: call 
It yeild a Man, who is afflicted and Cals- 
ws, and yetiloycs his Life above; al 

; | things; 


fo 
al 
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hings; to-think that he ſhall. not ceaſe 
> be miſerable, but by ceaſing tobe ? And 
vhat is become of all Religror, [af ſuch a 
hought be entertained? Aib Devotion 
to God. is thereby extinguiſh'd, all the 
Reſtraints.of Voice removed, the Flood- 
zates of Impicety opened, the Encourage- 
nents of Vertue, the Rewards of Holi- 
peſs, the | Foundation of Tribulation, 
ad ſuffering tor Righteouſneſs ſake, all 
at once. taken away. Lord! Confirm my 
Belief of the invilble future ſtate of Re- 
ards and Puniſhmenrts ! and let not Sad- 
duciſm and I:fideliry damp my Zeal in thy 
Service, or rob me of the Comforts of thre 
fe, which1t I have any ſolid ones, muſt 
ſuppoic the hopes of a Berrer. 
Let others therefore, O:my Sol! who 
expect ,not. an Everlaſting Heaven be- 
yond the Grave, place their Aﬀecions 
on Earthly Things and mitd this World, 
as if there were no better, no other. Let 
them who doubt, or disbelieye the pro- 
miſled Rewards of Erernity, take up with 
what they muſt ſbortly leave, and la- 
bour tor. che Bread that-periſheth. But 
lnce I'profeſs to believe and ſeek the Life 
Everlaſting; let me daily entertain my 
ſelf with the Hopes of it. and let all the 
Mitcring Dreamsof what is delirable upon 
en" 
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Earth, give place to nobler and hette 
Thoughts. ' Let me derive my principe 
Joy, from. the Promiſe and ExpeRati 
of that future Felicity, and endeava 
nothing more than a meetneſfs to partak 
of it. O myGod, my God! thon artm 
Life, and Joy, and Portionz in Thee, a 
i thy Love, all my Deſires, and Hope 
are anſwered, and all my Wants ſuppl 
ed. However Evil this World is ma 
by Sin, yet thou art the infinite and 
pream Good. How mutable, how ut 
certain, how periſhing, ſoever are all ſub 
lunary things ; yet thou art the Rock( 
Ages, the Fountain of Everlaſting Lik 
and haſt appointed another World, at 


another Life, when this is ended, whert 
in thou wilt be hetter known, and lovel 
"and ſerved, and honoured, and comm 
nicate thy ſelfmore abundantly than non 
to Thoſe, the Deſire of whoſe Souls is tt 
wards thee, that, believe and love thet 
that _ of thine Image, and are da 


voted to thy Fear. The Aſſurance of th 
and nothing elſe, will anſwer the Qt 
jection, of the preſent Yanry and ie) 
we are ſubject to. | os | 
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SECT. XIE. 


e Conſideration of the Death of Others, 
eſpecially of Relations, Friends, and 
Acquaintance, how to be ay 0 What 
Inftruftions we may learn by the ſight of 
a dead Carkaſs, or a Deaths Head, 
and the uſual Motto on it : and what by 
the Death of Holy Perſons, to quicken 
our deſires to be as they. 


Ath divine Patience added one year 

more to the number of my Days, 

then ſo many others were removed by 
Death the /aſt Year ? Others, whom a 

ew Months ſince I knew 1n vigorous 
ealth; wiſer, ſtronger, more likely to 

ve, and to anſwer the ends of Life, than 

tie; ſome of them, my near Relations, 

id nſeful Friends, in'whoſe Converſe I 
heegWook delight, and promiſed my ſelf ad- 
d&Fantage by their Company, and Exam- 
tnWles; but they are taken, and I am left. 
V0 by Holy Will, O Lord! #« done: and 
/eiey, who were prepared, are infinite 
alners by . this my loſs. Quicken my 
"reparations, by following their Piety,to 

neet them in thy Heavenly Kingdom. 

Kt thy long-ſuffering lead me to Re- 

| PeEntancez 
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pentancez and ſuffer me not to flight 
thy warning by the Death of others, tg 
expect my own. Lord! cure my Earth- 
ly-miadedneſs, and. practical. unbelief 
and by all ſuch admonitions. of. thy Pro- 
vidence, teach me to. poſſes, -.and uſt 
this World, as knowing I muſt ſhortly 
leave itz andlet not the thoughts of ny 
Mortality wear off, as ſoon as the Fune- 
ral of my Friends is over. 
Every year ſome or other of our 4:- 
guaintance drop 1ato the Grave,e attend 
them thither, , and lament, it may be, for 
a few. days, 'their departure and remo- 
val; but conſider not, that others wil 
ere be long do the ſame for us; it my 
before #h:5.year is ended, Oh ! how ſoar 
do we forget 'our deceaſed Friends, and 
oxr ſelves, who are likewiſe dying ! and 
count upon along Life, which we cat- 
not reaſonably expect ; and hug the et- 
joyments of this trantitory World, asil 
our preſent State would. laſt. for ever! 
Will nothing bur our own diſſolution, & 
fectually convince us of our miſtake, au 
folly, in-this particular ? | A 
Though the Arrows of Death fly cols 
tinually round abont us; ſometimes ov! 


our Heads, when Superiqurs are take: 


away; ſometimes fall at our Feer, , wh 
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+ WChildren and Servants, and Inferiours 
o Mic ; ſometimes on our /ef: Hard, when 
\. Win Enemy is cut -off;, and while] am 
f, Wplcaſed with that, in that very hour. it 
nay be, another Arrow on our right 
{Wd ſtrikes the Friend of our Boſfom and 
IyMclight. And can we fee all this, that 
vreat, and ſmall, high and low, friends 
ind foes are all Vanity, and drop down 
jad round about us; and ſhall we not 
{. MWonſider, that we are as Yaz as they, and 
1d Wuſt ſhortly follow? Shall we not by a 
o MWohriſtian Coymiſtry,extract Spirits out of 
0 Wheſe dead Bones? and by theſe Exam- 
il ples learn che exd of all Men, and lay it 
Pl Heart ? . 
m8 Whenever I ſee the Pwneral of- ano- 
ol Mher, let me think thus with-my' ſelf; 
od W'by might not I bave been that' Man or 
0-WVoman , that is ' now carried to the 
3-MWrave ? If we had been compared a few 
$1 {Ways ſince , ?tis probable I ſhould have 
r Ween thought as likely to have been his 
of-{Wonicor, by: dying firſt, as he mine. By 
(MWch an improvement of theſe warnings, 
e requeſt of therich Man to Abraham 
00-Were 1n great meaſure granted ; for tis a 
ver@iltrom the dead that ſpeaks londly-to 
ces, co confider our ſelves, and prepare 
hai Lime for ſo great a Change ; and ſay, 
rel as 
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as the Prophet to Hezekiah, Set thine hoy 
in Order, for thou ſhalt die. Tor 
_ _ Can we look upona Deaths Head, ani; 
not remember what we ſhall ſhortly be!Mni 
may not much be learnt from its comma; 
Motto ? Sxm quod Eris, Fueramque quiie: 
Es. I am that, which thou ſhalt ſhortly ki 
and have been that, which thou art nn: 
that 1s, I have been as gay and jocund, 
as brisk and merry, as proud and vau 
as rich and great, as careleſs and ſecur, 
as honourable and as much eſteemed, are 
beautiful and as well beloved, as withi 
and as learned, as Thou art or cant With 
now, 1 valned my ſelf as much uponny 
Eſtate, and Trade, aid Health, and Bea 
ty; upon my Education, Profeſſion, In 
ployments, Parts; Friends, Family, a 
as thou haſt ever done, or canſt do: [| 
ved in eaſe and pleafure, in mirth al 
jollity; I minded the World as much, a 
indulged my ſelf as much in ſenſuality 
and was as caretul of my Body, qu pere 
and pleaſed my Fleſh, as much -: thai 
aud thought as little of a ſudden Dea 
and prepared as litcle for ſuch a chang 
as thou doſt ; But now my dry Bones8 
lookt upon with contempt and ſcongiſpe 
| but thou ſhalt ſhortly retura to duſt, wir 
be as vile as I am. | 


ou 
an 
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It cannot hut affet us, did we conſi- 
fer it, to ſee divers ſnatch*d away in their 
ath,and outward Proſperity; and in the 
nidſt of their Si» and Folty, without any 
ſible ſigns of true Repentance: Or in 
errible anguiſh and horror for their paſt 
imes: And yet how few do take the 
arning, carefully ro prevent the like 
nhappineſs? O Lord, preſerve thoſe 


utrong Comvictions, thoſe ſerious Thoughts, 


hoſe holy Reſolutions, thoſe lively Ap- 
e:tnſ2ns of the Life to come, of the E- 


itof fin, and the Terrors of thy wrath; 


hich the ſight of dying perſons hath 
t any time awakened in my Soul! O 
he Eloguence of a dying Sinner, to Per- 
wade to Repentance ! Even when he hath 
lt his Speech, and lies gaſping, and 
rembling, ona bed of ſickneſs; breath- 
ng out his laſt faint breath, and paſſing 
to the other world, to anſwer hoe the 
times and Follies of a wicked Life : 
ra! revive theſe thoughts upon my 


oul, and Jet me feel the power and 1n- 


nence of them, in the hour of T empta- 


WW, and in every time of need; and 


the conſideration of the death of Be- 
wwers, the Bleſſedneſs they are thereby 
tred into, and the Happineſs they are 


oſſeſſed of, quicken my delires and dili- 


gence 
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gence? to prepare to follow. When! 


think 'were they are, and what they ar 
doing,what is their work,and what ther 
ſtate, what their continual imploymer 
and what their enjoyments, and hoy 
different from ours; I cannot bur wil 
to be with them, to 'be as they are, an( 
do as they do; to know, and love, aa 
praiſe God as they. They are not hig 
dred by ſuch a clog as this Body is to us 
or tempted by their ſenſes, appenrey 
fancy, to ſin againſt him : "They comply 
not of a ſeducing Fleſh, unruly Pa on 
low and diſordered thoughts; of. temp 
ral Aﬀi&tions, ſpiritual Deſertions, | 
ſnares of the World, and the.malice a 
fubtilty of the Devil: We-who are 
grims and Travellers are:expoſed to the 
difficulties, and ſtorms :which they at 
freed from:; , They are now rejoycingit 
the light of \God's countenance, and ful 
never queſtion his love more, while 
are in- Tears and Sorrows, groaning tt 
be delivered. 

But think; O my Soul ! that They 


it] 


n 


lately: ſuch as We are now. - They whe 


members of the militant Church, befort 
tney entred:into Joy and Triumph. Theſ 
bad their conflict and difficulties, the 
hour of Temptation,and time of Trials 
W , 


F; 
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6 have ozwrs, They were ſlandered, and 

riccuted, and fadned, and diſappoine- 

{, as their Followers are : They went 
þ Heaven the ſame way, and got the 
aory after the ſame manner, by Re- 
entance, and Faith, and humble perſe- 
Ting Obedience, They were once im- 

fect as we are now ; and complained 
f the Body of Sin and Death, and ſtrug- 
gs of unmortified luſt, as we do: And 
ere ſometimes in the dark about their 
tereſt in the promiſe, and walked hea- 
ily by the hiding of God's face, and in- 

ed Teinptation, even as wee And as 
e have nothing to do, or fuffer, but 
hat-they met with, we have the ſame 
1Wcouragement, that adminiſtred totheir 
veoWpport; the ſame God and Saviour, the 

"me way and rule,the ſame aſſiſtance, by 
aids of his Holy Spirit offered-to us; 

ſame promiſes, and the ſame rewards 
poſed, which they enjoyed, firlt 1n 
th and hope, and afterwards in fruiti- 
, Yea they paſſed through the dark 
lley, and ſo muſt we : Their Earthly 
dernacle was diſſolved,and ſo mult ours 
« We mult expect to go the ſame way 


OW Reſt and Glory, and wait God's time 


k r our admiſſion. We muſt fiaiſh firſt 


& work which God hath for us to do 
( and 
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and ſuffer, and then all Tears ſhall) 
wiped trom -our eyes, we ſhall grieve 
more, we ſhall fr no more, but be as t| 


Angels in Heaven, or as the Spirits 
the Juſt made Perfect. 


SECT. XIII. 


What Influence the Conſideration of Eterni 
would have upon our Hearts and Liyg 
if ſoundly believed and conſidered ; ejpai 
ally, if the ſuppoſition of Dying this ye 


e annexed to it. 


Ith what Humility, Mortificah 
on, and Self-denial, what $en 
ouſneſs, Watchfulneſs,and reſolved Cay 
ſtancy, would every Chriſtian live « 
Earth, did he a& always under the i 
fluence 'and power of a confirmed Faith 
concerning the Life to come ? 
ſhould-not then grudge at a little labout 
or boggle at a few difficulties in of * 
Way. What tho” I meet with inju 


and affronts, hardſhips and inconvetifh. 


ences, being now in 4 Forreign Count!) 
and every day I ive, one Days jour 
nearer my Eternal Home! Shall I nd 

patiently bear *momeritany Sorro! 
while I believe I am haſtening to E! 


0 
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? Did I look more to the Everlaſting 
wid, ſhould not I make the pleafing of 
d, in order to my Eternal welfare, 
> great baſineſs of my Life ? Should 
jot ſerve the Lord with more fervency 
Spirit, and be better fortified againſt 
> fears of Man, who can but hurt 
d kill the Body, nor that neither, with- 
t the permiſſion of God ? Should I not 
der all my affairs, anſwer all Tempta- 


"Was, mortifie inward Lufſts, liven the 


gerciſe of Grace, and in circumſpect 

evering Obedience, in order to 1t? 
ould I not watch more over my Heart, 
ILips, and Ways, be more diligent to 
m my Lamps, more crucified /t& this 
rid, more careful to call my ſelf fre- 
ently to an account, and renew my Re- 


Witance? Would not my Converſe be 


re uſeful and edifying, my Diſcourſes 
re ſavory and full of Religion, my 
Wajers to God more humbleand earneſt, 
WF) Charity to Men more unfeigned and 
tenſive, and my Preparations every 
WW) more ſuitable to ſuch a Faith, and 
M fuch Apprehenſions of an Everlaſting 
*:? Could we carry the thoughts of 


ay about with us every day, and 


N admit them in our civil and ſecular 


ars, did we repeat it frequently toour 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, - at leaſt: every Aornins, as foot 
we are awake, that we are near Ft: 
iy ; this grain of Incenſe would perfy 
the whole Temple, and be an Ay 
dote againſt inward Luſt, and impy 
thoughts, againſt the infeftion and def 
ment of bad Company, and the ſnare! 
worldly Bulineſs,and do much to pren 
vain and ſenſual actions, and to cure 4 
 afieions. 

___ Did webe/zeve it, and believe itn 
ſhould we not take as much pains to 
cure Eternal Life, as we ſee Men do 
get riches? Should we not uſe the far 
diligence, care, and circumſpection, i 
ſame prudent foreſight, watchfulnd 
and perſeverance, to prevent Everl 
ing deſtruction as others do to provide 
gainft Poverty, and to live in Plent] 
little while on Earth ? Should we! 
rejoyce 'as much in the promiſe 
hopes of it, as others do in the proſjt 
and expectation of ſome Earthly Ads 
tage? Lord! I confeſs and bewalll 
weakneſs of my Faith. How ofrenW 
I concluded, and faid, that Heaven 4 
is the place of Happineſs, and yet! 
carnal Heart is too much affected Wi 
Earthly Things! How often havell 
relolyed,( por the convittion of the cert 


oy 


(Y. 


| wi 


rel 
tA 
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the Eternal World, ) to mind r/1:5 lels, 


d to afſet und ſeek it no more as I have 


hae! and yet my fooliſh Heart is han- 
ing after it ſtill. O crucifie my affe- 


jons to things below ! and let the be- 


vying Thoughts of the next Life, ren- 
me victorious over all the Tempta- 

pins of this. Pardon and cure the ſtag- 
ring trembling Thoughts of an unbe- 
ring Heart, by greater meaſures of a 
rely Faith, That my deſires may be 
dng and urgent, and my diligence and 
dfaſtneſs in the way of Truth, be ſome 
yy correſpondent to this important 
cle. Let me live only for Eternity, 

pe for nothing but Ererniry, deſign 
d intend nothing as my chief end, but 
ernity, and ſeek and mind nothing in 
mpariſon with Eternity! Did we be- 
veit, how would every thing in this 
orid be lookt upon as eligible, or fir 
derefuſed, az 1t is like to be an help, 
an hindrance, with reference to Erer- 
y; we ſhould then endeavour to do no- 
is unbecoming ſuch an Expectation. 
alidering this World as our -afſzge,and 
Iaviſible futcure World as our abiding 

ry, where we are to dwell for ever ; 
atever we meet with here, whether 
Cor bitter,caſy or troubleſome, plea- 

ling 


= 
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ſing or ungrateful, we ſhould not my 
matter, but as it relates to hereafter, 

' And were I certain I ſhould havey 
longer time of Trial in order to this] 
ternal. State, than this one year, Which 
pow begun: If a Meſſenger from 
ſhould convincingly aſſure me of it; ul 
would I not do to prepare for Death, 
ſecure the intereſts of Erernity? Wi 
what'remorſe and deep Repentance ſho 
- reflect on the Follies of my paſt Lik 
What what importunate cries ſhouldIk 
Forgiveneſs ? How patiently ſhould I bt 

- Calamity,for ſo ſhort a time ? How lit 
ſhould I value the- favours or frown 
Men ? How circumſpect,toimprove ent 

| Seaſ-nof doing and receiving good ? I 
careful to avoid Temptation,and how rd 
lute in reſiſting it. ? Did I verily belien 

| had no longer time to live on Earth,t 
this one Year at molt ; How 10lipid wel 

' be the offer of carnal Mirth, vain P 
ſenſual Diverſions, idle Company ! « 
How ſhould I value every Hour, 
inch of my little T:zme,'under the Ap 
henhion that Eternity is at hand ? Ol 
Soul ! Shall I make no proviſion agalffl 
the Poſſihility of ſuch a caſe ? Is not! h 
change as certain, as if it were this} 
as If it were to Morrow ? Tho' 1 al 
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Ain it is {o near, nor certain but it 
xy be. Let me then ſeek firſt the King- 
m of God and his Righteouſneſs: Let me 

it well, and make it clear, that I have 
ured my great Concern, and am ready 


ra ſudden ſummens. 


STCT 


ov 4 Good Man may improve ard encou- 
rage himſelf, under the Suppoſition of 


— 


Lif4”7g this Year, ever iz the moſt nneaſy, 


md undeſirable Circumſtances, 


May dye this Year ;, then all my Cares 
and Fears, if I am Rich, all my Sor- 
lf and Calamities (as to this World, ) if 
n Poor, will die too. 1 may dye this Tear ; 
 rl&1 1 ſhall have no more Enemies, no 
1:.re Sickneſs, and which is infinitely 
Wtcr, 1 ſhall $;zz no more. 1muſt ſhortly 

it may be, this Near; but there is na 

Tr way to come to a bleſſed Life, but 
dying; and my Saviour hath died for 
and he that believes in him, ſhall 

er ſee Death. He hves who was once 
OM yea, he lives for evermore; aad 
88 promiſed, that I ſhall be with him . 

{ W*001d his Glory. He hath the Keys 
 8-cath and Hell : He is the Reſurre- 


Land the Life; he hath removed the 
oF” -. {ting 
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\ Ning of Death; and I need not fem 
conquered Enemy. If I dye this year, 
muſt quit the Company of all my deat 
eſt Friends on Earth, but I ſhall goo 
better m_— above; and if they aret! 
Friends of Chriſt, we ſhall ſhortly ms 
again, and love one another ia a be 
ter manner'than' now, and 'never mor 
be parted. 

1 may dye this Year ; my Friends wil 
Enemies may dye too. Let me enjoy tp 
one as mortal dying Perſons, that mu 
ere long leave me, or I them; andn 

_ the he's who may D ſoon Peril 
and quickly be uncapable of dojng me; 
oh Miſchief. 2 , | 

I may dye this Year ;, [et me not th 
think much of Temporal S»fferings, off 
ny Evils which may ſo ſoon be over. 0 
what would condemned Sinners int 
other World give, to be ableto heli 
and ſay fo of their Sufferings ? 

I may aye this Year; and can I wont 
that T am ſometimes Sick and in Pan, 
that my Body 1s ont bf order? Am] 
Mortal, and dwell in an houſe of Cl 
which muft ſhortly moulder into Dull? 
and is It any thing ſtrange, that ſid 
craſy Building doth ſometime ſhake, 4 
need repair, and threaten a diſſolyiio 


bw 7 


fear 


ear, | 


dexr 
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is a greater wonder, I am any time 


vell: That ſuch a Body, compounded of 
bmany little parts ; and ſo eaſily diſor- 
lered by innumerable accidents, ſhould 


Wc in Health ; is hardly leſs to be admi- 


ed, than that an Inftrument of a thou= 


bet and ſtrings ſhould be kept in Tune. 


| thank thee, O heavenly Father, for 
e many advantages of Sickneſs, to wea» 
en the power of S$:7,to humble my Pride, 


Wnd curemy Worldlineſs and Senſuality, 


> reduce me from wandering, to emp'y, 


Wc of Selt-conceit, to awaken the co 


ration of Death and Judgmeat, to im 


Week che Thoughts of the vanity of this 


orid, and the Eternity of the next;'ta 


liſt me to mortifie the Fleſh, to rule my 


of Waſlions, to exerciſe Patience, and quickea 


21n Prayer,and try my Faith and Love, 
id excite my diligence to redeemtime, 
id convince me of the Worth and Un- 
ertainty of it ; and thereby promotemy 
parations for my final Change. T 
Treat Apoſtle by aying daily, had as ma- 
victories over this World, as he 11- 
d Days. Oh! that I might ſo far walk 
the ſame Rule, as every day to think 


WW providiag for my af y and in Health 


d do that, which in Sickneſs I hall wiſk 


tad done ! 
D 2 = 
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I may dye this Year; It may be by ſons 
tedious | ore Sickneſs, ſome trouble. 
ſome and loathſome Diſeafe. But Go 
hath promiſed his Grace ſhall be ſuffig- 
ent; he will wake my Bed in my Sick 
neſs, and put under his everlaſting Arm 
for my ſupport, and not ſuffer me tok 
tempted above what I am able ; he wil 
encreaſe my Patience, and carry me thro 
the pangs of Death, and the dark Valle, 
and when Heart and Fleſh fails be thi 
ftrength of my Heart, and my Portion fn 
Ever. 


'_ 7 may dye this Year ;, What if it ſhoull 
be by an hand of Yzolence; if for Righte- 
ouſneſs fake, in defence of the Truth, 
for a good Cauſe, and a good Conſi- 
ence, and my Peace be made with God, 
and ] am accuſed for doing well, or inno-Wi 
cent of the Evil which is laid to ny: 
charge; there is ground enough for «-{W 
couragement and ſupport. Thouſands 
my Betters have met with the like, who! 
names are precious and renowned, [t- 
numerable Chriſtians have dyed by tt 
Sentence of a Judge, with more Chear- 
fulneſs and Joy, than others, or it may by 
than they themſ, elves would haye do! | 
by the ſentence of the Phyſic:ay, The 


Torture of many Diſeaſes is V8ſpeakabl 
| more 
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nore formidable, as -to the meer Pain; 
ble-W2nd for all elſe, the Righteous-Lord who 
loveth Righteouſneſs, will-clear my In- 
tegrity, if it may. beſt ſubſerve his own 
Great and Holy Ends ; At leaſt, he will 
ſtand by and help me, whea all forſake 
me; and if He ſpeak Peace, and give i- 
pard Conſolation, who can ſpeak Trouble ? 
hv WAnd his final Judgment, which is near at 
Hen, Whand, will diſtribute rewards and puniſh- 

» th ments to all, according to their works. 
: fr Suppoſe farther, that I ſhould warr 4 
epulcher, after Death. - There is -no- 
oullMhing I could better be without. It God 
hte-Weceive my Soul, and will raiſe my Body 
uth, Wt the laſt day, whether it putrifie and 
nſci-Wconſume under ground, or above it, 1s 
300,00 great matter. They who are alive 
111l be more concerned 1n that, than I 
hall bez Graves are for the fake of the 
Ling rather than the, Dead... The Sun, 
e Rain, the Air, Birds, Beaſts, Worms, 
"ill all contribute to. give me Burial, .if 
Wien deny it. The only difference 1s, 
at 1t will bea little longer ere I am 
ried. . If my Soul reſt 1n the Baſom 
my Saviour, and by preſevering ka 
e love and practice of the Truth, T 
we ſecured my Reputation with wiſe 
good Men, I need not be ſollicitous 
D:'3 what 
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what become of my Body. My Almiphy 
Judge will raiſe me a glorious Body, lik 
his own, and reunite 1t to my Soul, 
ealily, as certainly, as for any of thol 
whoſe Bodies 'were preſerved in Can 
and Vaults, im proud Sepulchers, al 
vader ſtately Monuments: 
7 may dye this Year ;, and ſtall not tha 

have the fſatisfa&tion to ſee my Childn 

or neareſt Kmdred Educated and Pron 
ded for, ſetled and diſpoſed ' of.” B 
Is not the Everl:iving God the fame ? Ca 
not he as well take care of then when 
am fone, as now ? anfwer all my Prat 
after my deceaſfe ? and exerciſe that 
therly Care, Wiſdom, and Love; whit 
Jhall diſpoſe of their Conditions, fi 
them from Temptations, and ſupply 
"their Wants, andexceed all my Deli 
In reference to them ? and fulfil hisG 
venant-promiſe from Generation to 
neration, to the Childrens Children 

_ "them that fear him ? O how weak is | 

' Faith, that cannot. truſt God in fo 
'mon and plain a caſe ! 
" YEAOY:.. 7 may aye this Year , and 1 
-tive to fee the ruin of the Antichriſt 
Kingdom, and Ifitereſt, and the Ac 

pliſhment of many: Excellent Prom 

| THich concern the Reſt, and Peace, 


tj! 


% #.4 
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- 1 MPurit], and Glory of the Churches of 


Wchriſt on earth, in the latter days. But 
Whave 1 not delerved by my provoking 


':WMlabelief, Ingratitude, and Diſobedience, 


Wto dye 1a the Wilderaels, and not be- 
Whold the promiſed Land, or. ſee the 

Peace of Feruſalem? And will not the 
ſruglings of Satan to ſupport Babylon, 


+ Minfer a diſmal night of darkneſs and di- 


Wireſs, before the expetted Morning of 
Deliverance ? .So that it may now, if e- 


Yrer, be truly ſaid, Henceforth, Bleſſid ave 


the Dead, who aye in the Lord. Andif 
MGod will take me to himſelf in the other 
World, I cannot poſlibly be a loſer : 

2 Tho' I ſhould not ſee the Beginnings of 4 
New Heaven, and a New Earth, in this. 
However I rejoyce in Hope, and pray 
Minceſantly for the ReſurreQion of the 
Witneſſes, and the rebuilding of Sion, and 
he more plentiful effuſion of the Holy 
pirit, (the great comprehentive Pro- 
miſe of the latter Times ) to eftect a glo- 
rious Xi7gdom for Chriſt on Earth: And 
my Faith aſfures me, I ſhall hereatter ſee 
the Sor of God revealed from Heaven, 
loathed with Majeſty,ſitting,on a Cloud, 
ading the Heayenly Hoſt,: raifing the 
Dead by his powerful Voice, ſimmoning 
ul the Warld to ”m_ to Judgment, 
+ ga” 
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gathering his Ele&, and finally deſtig 
Death, and him that had the Ponai 
X; it, the Devil, condemning the wick 
'to everlaſting DeſtruRion, but acqui 
ting, honouring, and rewarding his pu 
Members, with infinite and Eternal Bl 


 ſedneſs. 


SECT, XV. 


Of Dying in 4 Foreign Country, and 
Dying Young. Conſiderations prope 
 Reconcile the Mind to both, 


May not; live to the end of this Yea! 

God in his Providence having call 
-'me abroad, I 'may never ſee my Nai 
\, Country more. Let me ſt11] remembe 
O my Soul! that where ever I am, | 
travelling towards the Grave, and pi 
| fing to another World : That I mayll 
- 1n all places, 'as a Pilprim and Stray 
- here on Earth; with Aﬀections ſuited! 
"my condition, becoming one who 1 
travelling 1n a Strange Land, Let 1 
; bear the Inconveniences I may meet nll 
« in this World, as Strangers in tha 
Travels are wont todo. Ler menoti 
. Pine at the ill Accommodations of an: 
; where I am to Iodge but a night or 
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Wat encourage my ſelf with the aſſurance 
TI better Entertainment at home, when 


vi 


. ; Wy Pilgrimage is ended, and my Jour- 


y OVEF. Hs 
One of my deareſt Holy Friends, and 
elow Travellers, ( whoſe memory, will 


"We ever precious, ( g) with thoſe who: 


mew him) quickly arrived to his Jour- 
neys end, and is entred into- Reſt be- 
mes. Which of his Companions ſhall 
ext follow, we know. not, or how ſoon. 
ord! make me apprehend” the: nearneſs. 


jr he my change in every place; and if I 


am prepared for dying,. no matter where 


be. There is no one Country farther: 


nMrom the Preſence of God than another.. 


he whole World may be conſidered. as: 


, ne Great: Houſe, and the. ſeveral King-- 


of 


» F"*reof;, I.can go no where to be out of: 
81 Territories, I ſtall {till tread” upon: 


tha 


JN Pony - — — — —————_——— . 4a 
(g ) Mr. Thomas Bent, who dyed 4t Geneve 


loms and Countries of it, but as different: 
partments in the ſame Houſe; and they. 
20 tarry. at home, are no more exempt. 


trom Death, than they who travel a- 


dad. 
The Earth is the Lords, and the fullneſs: 


ny. Father's Ground. I, had rathierbe- 


May 10. 1683; 
| D y: 
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an J/raeire in 2 Wilderneſs with the/Ph 

"Tence of God, than a Courtter. in idol 

trous egypt. * Abraham, the Father 

the Faithful, and the Friend of God, m 

Ly ed from his-own Country; a 
ever fet footagain on myy 


ould 1. 
tive 'Soyl, there is no reafon of mn 
| finiring agart, my God, who hath ded 
-thus with many. of his Favourites. nll 
While I have been in a ſtrange Land, | 
-Hath not ſuffered 'tme to feel the wa 
and neceſſities, and heart of a Strang 
Among a People of 'a ſtrange Langu 
he. can, ahd doth provide for me 
hangs richly to enjoy. 1 may ſet upr 
_Evenezgr, hitherto hath God ſupplied 
my wants. x 
_.. ThePreſfence of my Gracious Fath 
| H every where 'the /ame ; in fome me 
Jure, Bleſſed be my God, I have hither 
' Found it fo, And may I not rejoyc' 
God in a Deſert, '*thongh all the Wan 
- ſhould forſake me; though all the Wolf 
Hould be againſt me? Should I have, 
. Other Fricad or Helper ; is not God, 
_ Infinite God Zough ? and without 
* Favour atid Preſence, what can all t 
R "Warld dofor me ? it 1 am ſick, 2k | 
danger of Death, among my Kelaa 
20d Friends, if the comforts of the Alm 
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"Proilty do not refreſh and delight my Soul, 
= 


key cannot: And if I want not theſe 1n 
ny laſt Agonies, no matter in what part 
vr corner of the Earth I.breath my laſt. 

the word and promife of God be my 
oundation, an holy - Hope my Anchor, 
briſt my Plot, and Heaven my Coun- 
75,1 ſhall not tail of being landed there 


St 13ſt. Suffer me not-to forſake thee, O 


eavenly Father ! while I live 3 and do 


Wo: thou forſake me in my /aſt Hour; and. 


et it come when, and where thou' wilt! 
fmy bleſſed Saviour will receive my de- 


Warting Soul at Death, I am not follici- 
Wous in what Country,or part of the Earth: 


be, 
And that I may not be unwillingan the: 


Wiower of my. Age and Time;7n Youth and 


 maſÞ©rergrh, to leave this: World; let: me: 
Wink often, that no one age or part of 


ife is more priviledged- againſt; the: 


Wroke of Death than another. If I have: 


one my work betimes, as my deceaſed: 


Flow Traveller had, is it not. better to» 


eceive the bleſſed Recoampence; than. to» 


i tarry loager,in a World of Sin and Suf-- 


111K = itt, 
laWations, ' Sins, and Sorrows, which others 


_ abſent. from the. Lord? ShallI. 
ereby eſcape a.multitudeof Temp=- 


lf lying longer are. expoſed t0.? If my. 
| Peacs. 
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Peace be made - with God, what fol 


make me willing to live at this diſtan 
from him? What ſhould render th 


World ſo deſirable, where God is folsi# 


Honoured, , where I am ſo often temptel 
to diſpleaſe him, and ſo often yield 
inch Temptations ? And may I not fe 


Jeſt I ſhould fall'into ſuch ſcandalousallh 


grievous fins, that may bring a public 


reproach on' the Goſpel of Chriſt, ah 


Aadden the Hearts of af my Acquaintane 
who love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity? 


dying early, I ſhajl contract leſs guilih 


and commit leſs fin, and ſee and feel |6 
Sorrow'than others who live longer. And 
tho? I ſhonld maintain my Iategrity, 


4n this World'my higheſt love and ob 


-dience to God, and my ſweeteſt Comm 
nionwith him, is but imperfect. Hol 


many! Impediments and Diverſions dot 


#aily meet with, -that deaden my Heat 
X0' Heavenly Contemplations. and Ak 
[tions > What difappointments,;andio 
'rowful difaſters, : 0 CONVInNCE me a 
ths is not tlie'place of Reſt. and Happl 
"neſs ? What ſinart affiictions may 10m 
-of my Relations prove? W hat'danger® 
"Shares may attendime in. the: remailh 
Portion of ' my' Time ? What. Oppolit 
'o8 and Hatred'from\Men may the «ſte 
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ol Waſt profeſſing of the Truth, and Fide- 
taveWiicy co God expoſe-me to? what Publick, 
«National Calamities may Ihave my ſhare 
ods 11h & Wb: 

apeli$# But if I conſider 0/d Age it ſelf, which 
Wwe do defire to' reach ; what and how 
iny are the Infirmities and:Griefs, and 
roubleſome Circumſtances which attend 
hat State, which-dying young wil pre- 
uWvent ? Are not moſt Men, who reach a 
ery great old Age, helpleſs Objects of 
ry ? A Burthen'to themſelves, and to 
all about them'? And: ( which commonly 
SWhappens, ) may not then be as unwilling 
ddye,as at preſent ? As Iloth then'ito leave 
he World - as 2ow, tho? in a.manner it 
vill have left.-me ? For how many: Old 
Men, paſt 'the: Reliſh of Senſual Plea- 
bres, are yet inordinately. fond of a lon- 

peer Life ! T4 
1c Have I not been told by. Heathens, - as 
vel as Chriſtians; thar *tis not the length 
"Oteune, bur it's improvement, that doth 
ieally make a Zong Life ? If'l have-an- 
ered the Ends for which I were; born, 
$ not roo ſoor to dye. No Man ever 
roomiſcarried as to his Everlaſting Intereſt, 
110ecauſe his Zife was Short, but Evil. He 


"hat is prepared for Death, he that.dyes * * 


yu the Lord, hath lived long enough, and 
i ſhould 
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ſhould 'thank God for a /peedy Call tot 
Poſieſſion of that Felicity, which the Ho 
lieſt Saints oh Earth defire and breat 
after. Gideon loſt nothing by returnug 
from Viftory, while the 'Sum mas yet hi 
He hath: fought long - enough who hat 
gained the /Vitory. If 1 have wrouk 
but a few Hours in a; Vineyard, and dont 
but little "Service fox:>my Lord and 
ſer ;-and yet am difmuſt, ;and- rewards 
before the reſt of my-Fellow-Labouren, 
fhall/I repine, and think my Lord dal 
not befriend me ? If he hath any farthy 
Servicefor:me, he will prolong my Day 
and make me Diligent, I.hope, and 
rented.” Otherwiſe I pray be would ma 
me' ready. to dye, and make me wilby 
and deſirous to depart: this Life. For i 
be only. comtent to'dye, that I may bet 
tectly Holy, and fully Bleſſed, is meth 
roo low tor a.Chriſtian,who atts like fun 
ſelf; believing the Certatnty of his avomt 
Principles and Hopes, and knowing, WT: 
While we are-preſent in the Body, we atk 
ſent from the Lord. Cf 
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SECT. XVI 


 W The Contemplation of our Approaching 


Change, nay aſſiſt us to mortifie the Luſts 
of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and 
#he Pride of Life 3 to care Ambition, 
and promote Contentment. 


© mmm 


L1 that 1s.in.the World, faith the 
Apoſtle, 1s the Luſt of the Fleſb, 
the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of 
Tf. The Duſt and Aſhes of our own 
{ortality, duly conſidered and apphled ; 
will help to deaden, and extinguuh cach 


naof theſe. By. Pride of Life, we lift up 
"101\Vour ſelves againſt Heaven, and deſpiſe 


or Maker 5 by the Luſt of the Fleſh, we 
overlove and tndulge the Body, and ſtudy 
"to gratifie the ſenſual Appetite : By the 

| of the Eyes, our Deſires are immode- 
Fate after Temporal and External Goods. 
*FThe thought of our approaching End hath 
W Icndency to. oppoſe and mortifie theſe 
W-4/-; to humble us before God; to take 
Ws off from the igordinate Love of the 
Joy ; and to moderate our Paſlionsto 
J-rthly Things. It may help us againſt 
WF /:e, by ſhewing, us the infinite diſtance, 
Eeween the Eternal Selt-ſuſhctent —_ 
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and ſuch poor Duſt as we; who are hit 
of Yeſterday, and if he uphold us na, 
and maintain our Souls in Life ſhall þ 
laid in the Duſt to. Morrow: It will mind 
us of his Juſtice againſt Si», the Parent 
of Death, and of alt the Miſeries of ou 
mortal State ; and: convince us of on 
Weakneſs to reſiſt his Will, or avoidh 
Wrath. As to our fond Afettion to ti 
Body, it may 1nſtru& us, that it deſerre 
not to be ſo: much accounted of; it mil 


, 


wp our. Eyes to diſcern the Preferens | 
O 


our immortal Souls; and” what Cor 
cerns them, to the Intereſt of a peril 


ing Body. It may convince ns, that i | 


are Cruel and-unkind to our very Bod! 
by overloving them, becauſe we therel 
contribute to their Eternal Suffering 
and fo- teach us to love and uſe onr 
dies, as. Servants to- our Souls 1n til 
World !' and as expecting to: ſhare! 


Glory with them, after the Reſurrecta 


It may alſo help to moderate our Dil 
after Earthly Good, and fo cure the 


of the Eyes, by letting us ſee the Vanitif 


Uncertainty, and ſhort Duration of tit 


Things, and their Inſufficiency to make 


Happy, and-give us true Content. 


The Thoughts of an Approadl 
Change may, if! any thing will 0g. 
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lamp the Mirth of the Luxurious Epicure, 
nd ſtrike him into a fix of Trembling, as 
lid Belſhazzar's Hand-writing on the 

all. It may diſcover the Diſtraction 
living in Pleaſtre, and of Care to pleaſe 
he Senſes, and the fleſhly Appetite, 
then the End 1s ſo near. It may like- 
iſe check the Folly of Ambitions Deſigns; 
hat Men ſhould make ſo much ado to 
ect into ſlippery Places, from whence 
cy may fo eafily fall. Where being 
uft up with vaia Applauſe, they forget 
kemſelves, and their latter End, ?tall 
heir Life- and 'Glory expire together : 
Vhere are now the Great, and war nb 
nd Honourable, who have made ſuch a 
oiſe in the World ? What is now the 


—* WDiference between the Duſt of an Alexans 


JF or Ce/ar, and thar of their meanelt 
Wlaves or Captives? Could their Digni- 
s and Earthly Glory preſerve any of 


cm, from the Stroke of Death, or the 


agment of God, or without Repen- 
Wc, from his condemning Sentence ? 
Think, O my Soul !, how little it will 
ortly ſignifie, whether I have been known 
4 honoured among Men or no; any 
wlcer than God may be glorified by it. 
27 ſhould it ſuppreſs Vain-Glory ?. to 
"nk of heing oe day eſteemed;-and 
WOr- 
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worſhipt, reverenced, and applauded 
dying Men, and laid in the Grave ! 
next ? Letme rather ſeek that Glory x 


pl 


Hononr, to which Immortality is ancen 


and labour to be accepted with God, 


whoſe Bar I muſt be judged, endeavoy 


ing to keep the Teſtimony of a gu 
Conſcience; and then it is not much wh 
ther I paſs through Good Report or E 
Report; no Contempt, or Frowns, 
Threatnings of Men need then dif 
rage me. Tho? I hould be. trampled! 
by the. Foot of Pride, while others: 
happy in a Dream for alittle while ; a 


-1t may be, have a profperons Paſſage 


Damnation ; Pl! rather thank God, | 


delivering me from their Temprtati 
and giving me the Opportunity, al 
Call, to haſten my Preparations for 
Better World, 

Let God diſpoſe of my Condition itt 
.and- Reputation too, ' as. beſt ſhall. p 


his Sovereign Will ; only be pleafedl 
keep me Upright, and to preſerve 
from Everlaſting, Shame and Confili 
of Face, after the genera} Reſurreciil 


and: finat Judgment. Vouchſafe me | 


Portion now. in thine- approving Luſ 
and own. me for Thine at. laſt, W! 


great and. terrible Day of Reckoul 


ded 
IVe þ 
Try It 


noens 
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it then I -may hear the Bleſſed- Exge, 
id enter into: my Lord's Joy ? 


SECT. XVI. 


eſame Argument confidered farther, as 4 
diſſuaſive from Worldlineſs, and Earth- 
ly-mindedneſs ; and as proper to confute 
the Vanity of long Projects, and great 
Defigns for this World. | 


— OTC Cc 


\ RE the Years of my Life but few, 

and they haſtening to a Period ? 
nd may ths be my laſt? Let me'not 
hen greedily covet Riches and Abun- 
ance, and waſte my little time to ſcrape 
pether large Proviſtons, for m4ny years 


0 come; when I have no Aſſurance to 


'the End of his. Is it becoming ſuch 
Belief, to toyl from Day to 'Day, that 
may lay up that which I muſt ſo-ſoon 
ve? As it I were to ſpend an Eternuy 


re on Earth, and in the mean while 


W*gledt the Ore thing neceſſary. Am I not 
2011 the Shore of Eternity ? May not the 


NEXT _- 
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next Tide carry me off? Andſhall | ſr 
my whole Life in Diverſions from! 
main Buſineſs of it ? Have I nothing q 
| todo, but to gather Shells, (if they w 
Pearls, the abſurdity were ſtill the ſame 
and pile them upon Heaps, till ] 
ſnacht away paſt all Recovery ? $hal 
beregardleſs of an Eternal State, and 
the Hazard of being undone for ever, | 
ſollicitous Care about pretended Nec. 
ries for along, Abode on Earth ? [Mig. 
leſs for Super fluities;] when I am not a 
tain of the Poſſeſſion, this one Year ! $h 
I magnifhe and admire what is ſo ſoon 
be parted with ? Value my ſelf up 
theſe Things, ſo as to Defpiſe thoſet} 
have leſs, and Envy ſach as have will 
and ſuffer my Mind: to be diſtemper 
and my Paſſions immoderate on ee 
Change of theſe things ? 

Tho? I know beſides my own Mort 
lity, that to inforce.the Argumeat, that 
is a Principle of Corruption 1n all tht 
Things ; that onr very. Manna here, it 
little while will ſtink ; and Bread, whit 
is the Staff of Life, moulder ; our ric 
Garments wax old, and rot ; Sulver al 
Gold ruſt, and the greateſt Beauty witit 
and every thing that is Earthly, dex 
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| periſh. And ſhall not this teach me 
ft looſe from all ſuch things ? Can 1 
Wine, that in my laſt Hour it will be 

to part with mwch, than little? Or 
ter in the Day of Judgment, to have 
reat Eſtate to anſwer for, than a leſſer 


4 
Ve read concerning the Patriarch 


1; Wah, (who rightly underſtood the 


anſitory Nature of Riches,and his own 
table Condition, ) that the only Pur- 
e he made with his Riches, was a 
e; chuſing to take Poſſeſſion of the 
id promiſed him, rather by a Mark of 
parting with it, than of his poſſeſſing 
=S Did I think ofcaer and more fſeri- 
"ly, 0 ny Soul! of tarrying here but a 
Wc while; I ſhould more ealily be per- 
ded, that a /ir:le of this World were 
cient to carry me through it. 1 ſhould 
Vider more that my Heaven-born 
Is made and deſigned for another, 
"= Endleſs World : And therefore, 
"9!d not ſo far forget his own People, 
= Fathers Houſe ;, as eagerly to purſue 
ſeek what is ſuited only to the 
7 OP); for a little while ; and whereof a 
"p< with Contentment will be ſuſfict- 


The 
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The ſame Refletion may be uſefy] 
contra&t our Thoughts to preſent Duy 
that we may not perplex our Minds wi 
long Defigns and Projetts; which if 
dye this Year, will come to nothin 
Our - great Buſineſs/in this-World is 
apted to the little Portion of Tin 


which is allowed us. Not that good] 


ſigns for the Publick Benefit, may not 
begun Þy one, and finiſhe by others; 
that we are not obliged, prudently 
provide for thoſe who ſhall come at 
us, by attempting many Things of pr 

ble Advantage to Poſterity. But confide 
ing the Shortneſs,and Uncertainty ofLi 
not only ſhould the moſ# Neceſſary This 
be firſt nunded, and not put off by prot 
cuting ſuch Deſigns, as may ſignihe for 


what to Others, when we are Deal 
P 


But we ſhould not now omit that, wii 
we may hope to compaſs our ſel ves; to! 
gin ſuch Things, whoſe Accompliſhm: 
muſt depend on the Pleaſure of our 
ceſlors. Conſideration and faithful Col 
ſa would in this caſe,have prevented! 
fruitleſs Expence of many Mens Tl 
and Money ; which if otherwiſe.cmpk 
ed, might have turned to good Acc 


to Themſelves and Others. 


| 


w 
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And this heightens our Folly, that 
ile we purſue great Projects -in re- 
ence to this World, and dye without 
.- Wecing them, our Preparations for Erey- 
. Wy are neglected; and ſo we are ſud- 
: Mly CU Off in the midit of our Folly, 
. Wd all our Thoughts periſh, How ea- 
WF, how ſoon may they do ſo! The 
ference and Diſtance between Death 
. W Life, being no more than that of a 
wdle lighted, from its being blown out ; 
dif it is expoſed to all Winds, how 
ickly may that happen ? 


SECT. XVIIE. 


"oF Conſideration of the Certain near Ap- 
Wproach of az Everlaſting State ampli- 
a, and preſt, to enforce an Holy Lite. 


th 


N this World we begin a Year, and 

a come to the End of it; and 
ng the little Number of our Years, 

C Days will be expired. But when 

4 conveys us into the World of 


Spirits, 


go Serious RefletFions. 


Spirits, the Day of Etermy ſhall neverl 
cloſed with an Evening. Of how fex 
ful ConſequencF is that Death, by whi 
- an Eternity muſt be decided ! What & 
tention, what Seriouſneſs, what Diligent 
what Care, doth the Deciſion of ſo imp 

tant a Matter callfor? ETERNAL 
What will be the next Word, O mySu 
how much am I concerned to knowt 
Will it be Bleſſedneſs or Miſery ? Willi 
be Life or Death ? This one Word it 

Joy of Angels, and the Horror of Devik 
the Unſpeakable Delight of Bled 

Saints, and the Confukon and Deſpulli 
of Condemned Sinners. 

At the Creation of the World, Ti 
got the ſtart of us, and was five / 
elder than we ; but our Immortal Sou 
ſhall eadure beyond the utmoſt Limits 
Time, and laſt as long as the Everlaſt 
Father of Spirits, of -whoſe Duratk 
there is no End. Shall I then-exilt a 
live, though my Body periſh and k 
Corruption ? Shall my Soul, my Sel/enl 
beyond the Grave, in Felicity or Miſe 
and that for ever, and according to 
preſent Attions ? What am I then mi 
concerned to mind ? What am1! 
chuſe ? What am I moſt to fear, tow 
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Jo? What is a Shadow of Honour and 
eputation among dying Men? What 
» a few Drops of fleſhly Pleaſure, for a 
oment, to Eternal Rivers of Pleaſure, 
God's right Hand ? What are the ſuf- 
rings of an Hour or two, to the Pains 
d Anguiſh of Eternity ? What can the 
orld, Fleſh, or Devil give me compa- 
ole to Eternal Life ? What can I ſuffer 
the way of Holineſs, that may be ſet 
the Balance againſt an Everlaſting 
ell? And yet how often, O my Soul 7 
ww boldly, how unconcernedly, how 


. oliſhly du I hazard the One, and forfeit: 


ie Other ; for the Sins and Vanities of 
is World ! Whereas one Proſpe&t of 
ternity, ſhould make every thing that 1s 
WW emporal, appear lictle in my Eyes ; The 
1: Mizheſt Elevations of Earthly Greatneſs, 

Mbundance of Riches, the Great. Afairs, 


mw | ineſs,and Employments of the World, 


dmp, and Splendor, and Reputation 
d all that now flatters the Seaſes, an 


i ie Vanity of Mankind- 


Oh! that I could but Live, as believing 
id expecting an Eternal State ! as ha- 
Ing it in my Eye, managing all m 
fairs with a Viſible Refereace to it; dif> 
ering to all the World, by my Be- 
E havioyr 
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haviour and Deportment, that I d<j 
earneſt believe it certain ; for be it ne 
ſo Certain, if I do not apprehend, x 
conſider it as /ach, it will no more a 
me than a Fable. Neither is it enough 
conſider 1t as certain, but as near : Fort 
moſt weighty, the moſt terrible thin 


apprehended as at a great diſtance, w 


httle move. Thinking of the long [ata 
val, between the advantage of heinge 
empted from ſuch Evils for fo loyw 
time; will pleaſe me more than ſuch 
ſtant Calamities will affright. 

Let me therefore,cadeavour to impn 
the conſideration of Eternity, as at he 
more deeply on my Heart, thatlm 
walk, and live, diſcourſe, and pray, 
demean my felf in every thing, as # 
an unchangeable State. 'Am I not « 
vinced that this is certain, from thet 
ture and operations of my Soul, fr 
the reflections of Conſcience, from t 
Righteouſneſs of God in his Goveram 
of the World, from the preſent uneq 
diſtributions of Good and Evil by! 
Providence, and from the plain and 
quent aſſertions of his Revealed Wi 


1 have nothing to obje&, nothing to! 


ply ; bur I find a neceſſity of inculcati 
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nd urging the conſideration of it, in or- 
der to 1ts influence. I find it needful ro 
eflet often, how ear I am to ſuch an 
adleſs State; that 1n ore Inftant, by 
Death, I enter upon it : And that chis 
Inſtant may be as near me, as my next 
Thoughts, That the holy —_ de- 
cribes, the two contrary Conditions af- 
er Death, ( and every Man and Woman 
1 the World ſhall ſhare in one of them ) 
$ both Everlaſting ; the one, by Erer- 
a Life, Eternal Glory, an incorrnptible 
rown, that fadeth not away, an incorrup- 
ble Inheritance, an Houſe Eternal tn the 
eavens, &C. the other, by ungquenchable 
we, a Priſon whence no eſcape, Eternal 
Yamnation, Everlaſting Burning, Everlaſt - 
g Puniſhment, Everlaſting Deſtruction, a 
Worm that never dies, wrath that 15 ever ta 
me, blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, #ver, 
KC, 
Think, O my Soul! that in One of theſe 
mo contrary States, I muſt abide for 
er, in endleſs Joy, or Sorrow : Bleſſed 
(the Preſence of God, or for ever ba- 
ſhed from it. And whoever thou art 
at readelt this, apply it ſeriouſly to: 
y ſelf, *rs rhine own caſe. Yea, L tell 
& from God, that Holineſs of*Hearr 
L'3 and 
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and Life is abſolutely Neceſſary tot 
former, and that without it, thou ſh; 
never lee his Face ; but be puniſhed wi 
Everlaſting :DeſtruQtion, from the Py 
ſence of his Glory. | 

Is this an Unqueſtionable Truth? 
let me eonſider 1t, till I feel the Pow 
and Efficacy,of ſo Important a Princip 
let the Impreſſion be Deep and Laſt 
let it pierce and enter into my very Sol 
to cool] the Heats of Luſt, to quench & 
ſual and Earthly deſires, and to mortj 
all Inordinate Aﬀections to this Worlt 
and fix my Reſolutions to mind, andſk 
Eternal Life with all my Hearrt ! 

Theſe are not difficult and perpl 
Wiceties, which wiſe and holy Men di 
and diſagree about. They are not Wl 
taphiſical Subtleties, which few canugſf 
derſtand ; but the expreſs Word of6 
and the daily DiQates of my owh Real 
and Conſcience, which all Chriſtians; 
almoſt all Men in their Wits (except in 
Hour of great Temptation) confeſs 
own ; or whether they will or no, lf 
forced to expett and fear, if they of 
not in a Conditton,to conſider them wil 
a joyful Hope. 


Jt 


h?( 
- MW hings preſenr Let it be the Subſtance of 
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Lord ! cure the unbeleving Doubts 


lvenc'd by them, as It 13 wont to be by 


Things hoped for, and the Evidence of 
Things unſeen, and as yet at a Diſtance; 
$if the Day of Judgment were already 
ome, and there were no intermediate 


-WM'ime to paſs, between this and that. 


0 Etermty ! Eternity ! the more I con- 
Ir it, the more unfathomable ſtil} 1 


Wind it. Unchangeable Bleſſedneſs, or re- 


meaileſs, endleſs Torments! An Eternal 
Blifsful Day, or Everlaſting Horror, 


Warkoeſs, and Deſpair ! Life or Death, 


lory or DeſtruQion, to laſt as long as 
2 Immutable, Living God ! None of 
tePatriarchs who lived longeſt, arrived 
dthe period of a Thouſand Tears, which 
1 compariſon of God's Everlaſtingnels, 
ſet forth but as one day. But ſtriftly 
dnſidered, Millions of Years and Ages 


lave no proportion with its becauſe no 
multiplication of them will amount to 


termty, Whereas one Hour hath ome 
E 3 pro» 
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Proportion to an hundred thouſand 
Years, becauſe a certain number of How 
will amount to fo many years. Butn 
number of Years or Ages, never þ 
often multiplied, will make up Erery 
ty: As no ſubſtration of Millions 
Years wall leſſen it; an entire Etermy 
will be ſti] to come, and will ever! 
to come. When innumerable myriad 
of Years zre paſt, Eternity ſhall tha 
ſeem but to begin, becauſe when x 
many more are over, it ſhall be as fy 
from an end. 
Oh! that the thoughts of Eternity 
may be powerful, and prevailing abor 
all others! that 1 may Judge of ever 
thing by. its relation to it, by its infiv- 
ence upon it! Chuſe now, my Soul! 
whether Everlaſting Joys, or Mifericy 
ſhall be thy Portion : But conſider wel, 
that thine- Ercrnity is concerned 1 tl 
reſeat choice; and that this choice mul 
e purſued with ſtedfaſtneſs and co 
ſtancy, as long as I live: And what att 
a few Years to prepare for an Etern 
State? Were we obliged to ſpend 
veral hundred years, in ſerious, humbl 
preparation for jt, with the * greatel 
ſtrictnels and ſeverity of Life, duringal 


that 
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hat Time 3 It were infinitely leſs, than 
»ſpend an hour or two, in preparing 
or the greateſt Dignity and Imploy on 
zrth, which can be enjoyed but for 
few years at longeſt. For to theſe an 
zur hath ſome proportion ; but an hun- 
ired or thouſand years have none; with 
in Everlaſting Duration, Therefore to 
mnſider, how many years of toyl, and 
pains, and diligence, many beſtow on 
he probable proſpect of ſome Temporal 
00d, ſhould reprove and ſhame, my 
negligence and remiſneſs, in providing 
lor Eternity. 


— —_— 


SE CF. 'XIX. 


he Puniſhments of the Damned conſide” 
red, as. Intolerable and Everlaſting, 
and as unqueſtionably certain. What the 
Refleftion upon Hell-Torments may, and 
 bught to teach us. 


—_—kk 
NN 


'HE Fear of the Lord is the Begin- 
ning of Wiſdom, the entrance anto 

the way of Life, as it is ordinarily one of 
E 4 the 


—m—_—. 
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the firſ# Means to awaken the Soul toy 
ſerious Concern for Eternity - Letne 
therefore _T conſider the Endleſs 
miſhment of the Wicked, in'"the othe 
World, before I enter upon the ravid- 
Ing Proſpect of the Bleſſednefs of He 
ven, promiſed to the Righteous. Auf 
"with what ſerious Trembling ſhonl| 
think, of the Terrors of an Everlaſty 
Deſtruttion, which our Lord- ſhall be t6 
vealed from Fleaven to render, to All, 
" Rnow not God; and obey not the Gp 
. When the wicked ſhall go away into |. 
: verlaſting Puniſhn;ent as the Rtglite 
Anus into Life Eternal. The Dreadfi 
#e/5 of that Puniſhment, the Endleſs D 
ration Of it, joyned to the Conſideratid 
of its Unqueſtionable Certainry ; 
ſerves the moſt Attentive Thoughts d 
every Man, who loves his Soul, a 
would manifeſt he doth fo, by ſecurit 
his greateft Intereſt. 

The Deſcription of that Miſery, u 
"der Inſupportable and Eternal Torment 
_demands more_than a Tranſient View 


| — 


— 


"becauſe no words can ſufficiently & 
” preſs the Horror of that State. Wh 
"15 it; Omy Soul! to be baniſhed fromt 

'Blefſed* Sight, and Preſence of Godi 
, : ol. 


5 © ©, =», ef 5 ©. Q. ©, — i 
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rer, and all the Impreſiogs of his Holy 
Image and Likeneſs? and to know that 
this 18 the Fruit. of my own Choice, that 
| oft it by my own. Fault and Folly; 
that I deſerved to loſe it ; that the Sen- 
tence is as 7uſ#,. as it is Irrecoverable ? 
Who can; fully magyng the diſmal Deſ»- 
pair of a Condemned Sinner, under the 
MW Anguiſh of a Gazlry,, Self-accuſomg And £ 
while under the Stroke of God's Almigh- 
ty, Revenging Juſtice, with a Diltincter 
View and Knowledge, than now, of God 
and his Excellencies ; of himſelf, and his 
own Vileneſs and Malignity.z, which muſt 
greatly increaſe his Rage: and Torment. 
Add to this, his being enraged by the Ac- 
eulations, and Cries of wicked Acquain-- 
tance, and Relations; and his being mockrt,, 
and inſulted'over,, and tortured, by ma=- 
Icious damned Spirits; with a clear Un» 
derſtanding of that glorious Felicity. he 
deſpiſed, refuſed, and forfeited.; with a 
deep Senſe- of his former Madm/s,, in. 
preferring the Sinful Pleaſures and Ad» 
vantages of this World; and this. after 
ſo oy Warnings, and. Invitations, and 
Calls from God, to have prevented itz. | 
adnever to be divertedonemomentirom! Þ 
the —— Senſe, and.Feeling 
$S 


of 
his: 
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his Miſery, an@-the duration of i it; th 
bave : all his Paſſi tons bet looſe, with the 
treateft Hiotoce, and nothing to ſatis 
fe them ; "and continually to preſerve, a 
Ho of wickedneſs and Horror in himſelf 
and, to 'ehdnte the reproaches, conn 
ctions,, Tegrets, and Ringing Refle&ions 
be Cog ies, ' the Same Worm, "winch 


ifery of ſth 'an ory 
State il From 0 hoe ad. yet Ever 
laſting orgas 

þ How Jong doth one or Niett 
Tow fee, to'a Man Fu Sony ome violent 
racking Pain: in any one part of his By 
dy, tho*hebeunder'the means for Cure 
and havehis Friends about him to pity 
comfort, afliſt him, with the hopes dt 
Eaſe 1n''a Vitle while, and the certain 
knowledge that it cannot laft long ? Oh! 
"what "then will be the diſmal ſtate « 
"tormented (h) Sinners in #/«! ! Hox 
infinitely mult j it exceed, the-mott terr- 
. ble idea "we can now frame of it! 10 
:-anguifh' out a long Eternity, in thit 
*Gulph of Darkneſs and Deſpair, und 
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pitied, intolerable Torments, without ' 
itermiſion, or Hope of End ! Miſeries 
ithout Mcaſure ! [Judgment without 
Mercy !' Pains and Sorrows intenſe, and 
ret endleſs ! witout the leaſt Snccour 
xr Relief, Relaxation or Remedy, Dimi-- 
ution or Change ! without a Drop of 
omfort, without a Moments Reſt, with- 
ut the ſmalleſt Beam of Light, or the 
eaſt Glimmering of Hope ! Perpetually 
lying, and never dead ! under ' unſuf- 
erahle Wrath, which yet will be for' 
wer Wrath to come ! ſeeking Death, and' 
never able to find it, but Eternally to- 
ndure all that Calamity, which the Con- 
nation of Death and Lite together, can: 
reader dreadful ! 

What Groans and Cries, will theſe: 
Thoughts and theſe Sufferings, wring 
from their Hearts ? But no Refuge will 
then be found, no Excuſes admitted; no 
Prayers, no Entreaties will then prevall,. 
no Tears move Pity, He that made. 
them, will ſhew them no Mercy,, and he 
that formed them, will ſhew them no Fa-- 


J vor, Tis Never, Never, that is: the: 
killing Word, that. breaks the. Heart of: 


wole- hopeleſs Priſoners, in the Place of! 
Torment, When. once deliver'd. overs 
, k© 
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to that Priſon of God's Wratk, tt 
ſhall no longer be . Prifoners of Hay, 
Jndgment ſhall be brought forth unt 
final Victory; and the Redemption 
the Soul ſhall ceaſe for ever. | 

The vain Hopes of Sinners ſhall thei; 
be ended in Eternal Deſperation : Hil 
will be full of thoſe, who did once he 
they ſhould never come there : And fill 
, of thoſe who deſpair of Deliverance fron 
thence; but ſhall ſuffer exquiſitive Pains 
that cannot be numbred, or meaſured; 
or endured ; but that every Mine <> 
an Honr will ſeem an whole Year, and 
yet mnlt eternally be endured by miſe 
rable Sinners, who will not be wife in 
tame,to prevent ſuch an intollerable Por 
tion? Let me therefore, O my Soul, &- 
icend into Hell by Meditation, whulſt| 
live, that I may not defcend thither 
when I dye; and be fhut up for eve 
in that Priſon. the Place of Endleſs Tor- 
ment. 

Might we but ſuppoſe, that one 
thoſe Miſerable Souls did let fall but 
one Tear, 11 an Hundred Thouſand Years; 
and if after he had by this means wept 
fo-much, as that-his Tears would equal 


the Drops of Water in the whole ” 
ls 
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ris Miſery fhould have an End; this 
Wircre Hope, this were Comfort. . But 
wWil:s'! after that Period, his Miſery will 
Whe «- far from an End, as when he fr 


veoan to feel it. It will then be. but. the - 


Werinning of Sorrows, which will Never, 
wer, Never End. 

Think, O my Sox! ! that this is the 
Portion of the Sinners Cup; this js the 


ages of S:, and the certain Doom of 


inal Impenitence and Unbeliet. *Fis 


eo Politick Cheat,or Melancholly Dream, 


ut-the expreſs, repeated Word of God, 


id Chriſt, the Holy Prophets and 


\poſtles, and the Voice of Reaſon to0- 


oppoſing but the Immortality of the | 


nl, and the Power of Self-Reflett- 
n, the Puniſhment of Sinners muſt 
teds be Everlaſting, as carrying con- 
mally an HeY within them ; unleſs 


od work a Miracle to prevent it, which 
| ere 1s no Ground to 1magine he wall, 


WW Shadow of Reaſon why he ſhould. 
of Wood hath pawn'd his Tr«th and: his (*) 
ternity, to execute this Sentence of his 


Ireatned Wrath. He is a God of In- 


lite Mercy, 'tis true; but he hath-told 


(?) Deut. 2Tz 'T 40, 4Ts 


US 


#* 
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us how far his Merey ſhall extend. kt 
Will not exerciſe ove Artribyre to the dil. 
honour and the diſparagement of 'the 
reſt. That obſtinate and impenitent 
Sinners fhall thus periſh, 35 not becank 
the goodneſs. and mercy of God are ng 
77finite, but becauſe his other PerfeRtiouſiſh 
are fo; viz. His Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth 
Soveraignty and Wiſdom. Was it Wil: 
dom and Goodnefs to annex ſuch a Px 
nalty to the violaion of his Law ; and 
cat! it be inconſiſtent with them, to infig 
his threatned wrath ? 

Shall we ſuppoſe God, to uphold 
Dominion and Government by a Fl 
hood ? to keep the World in awe, bf 
the menaces of ſuch puniſhment, x 
ſhall no where, never, be exceuted ? 
it unlikely, that God ſhould exerciſe 
much ſeverity ? and 1s Kt not as improk 

ble, that his repeated Word and Oat 
ſhould prove falſe ? Is it not a righteo 
thing with God, as the Governour « 
the World; thus to puniſh the obſtind 
Deſpifers of his Grace ? who ſlight 
| his Authority, diſobeyed his Law, 

_ frotited his Soveraignty, derided 
Power, denied his Truth, , contradil 


ed. his Holineſs, and joiucd. live viſe, 


ou T ime and Eternity. Toy 
e Devil, to yull himfrom his Throne; 


I ho abuſed his Pattence and Long-ſnf- 


mg, and fcorned all his rhreatnings ; 
o thruſt away their own happineſs, 
{ would not take warning ; who burſt 
his bands afunder, and broke through 
obſtructions ; and would not be ſtopt 
| their courſe of Vanity and 'Folly, or 


W much as conſider «the danger ; who 
Wictted his calls to Repentance, and 
Wfnfed his Mercy, when 1t was offered ; 
Wd preferred a Luſt before his fayour, 


d the Pleafnres and Profits - of this 
'orld, before 'the Heavenly Glory ; 
d notwithſtanding all the merhods of 


Ws Grace, and the checks of his Provi- 


nce, and of their own Conſcience ; 


- icy will go on, they will dye ? 


Let me, O my Soul! adore the So- 
aign Juſtice of God in all his Judg- 
ents; and tremble at the -threatnings 
that Erernal Wrath, which fo few con- 
er or believe, till *tis too late. Let 
: foreſight, and the fear of ſuch an in- 
lerable, endleſs Puniſhment, be a 


cans tro ſave me frora it !' Let me here- 


dig 
Wh 


read the evilof Sin, and learn to ab- 
rand avoid it. Let me pity, and 
arn, and counſel, and pray. tor _ 
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of my Relations.and Acquaintance, wy 


live in Sin, and run the Hazard of tight 


Eternal Ruin. Let me not envy t 
fooliſh. Mirth, and momentany Prof 


rity of the Wicked, whoſe preſet lll 


mult &'re long expire, and an Everla/l 
Deſtruction ſucceed in its room. ( 
How ſhort is the Foy of the Hypocrite! 
the Triumph of the Wicked 1s but fa 
Atoment. Let me fear and dread ene 
ching, that leads to this.diſmal Iſſue, a 
improve every thing, that may helpq 
to.eſcape'it. And by Conſequence, 

me leſs value all the Good and Evll 


this preſent Life ; judge of all thing! 


this Light; be patient under Tempo 


Calamities, and. thank God that it 
not Hell ;, and thank him more, that | 
ſent Sufferings do help to.ſave me tne 
Eternal: Ones. 


Whatever I can ſuffer in this Worlli 


let my Condition be never ſo dark, 1 
{ad, and afflicted, it is not, it. canndt 
ſich, but that every one of the. Dani 
would think it an infinite Happine 
exchange, with me, and be as I am. 

me think of thoſe Exquiſite and Eter 


bt 


(©) Jod 20, Chap» 4, 5+ 
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Wames, to cure my Jnpatience, under the 


arpeſt Tryals and AfﬀiQtionsI may now 
feer. 

Did I believingly Conſider an Ever- 

ins Hell *, T ſhould not think much 

any thing, that is required to prevent 

The ſevereſt Exerciſes of Religion, 

e ſtricteſt Temperance, the niceſt Cha- 


ei), the largeſt Charity, tne greateſt 


If-denial, all the Hardſhips of Repen- 
ice and Mortification, and Continuance 


* \Wcrein to the Death, tho? for many Years 


ge than I am like to live, would be rec- 


o 80d caſte, as well as j»/?, if ſet in the Bal- 


nce againſt the Eternal Miſchiefs of 
Damaed. 
What will not Men do and ſuffer, to 


{ Werent a 7; emporal Neath ? They will 


dure a painful Courſe of Phyſick ; tear 
It their very Bowels, by Purges and 
dmits ; and are content to be cut and 


or 7 ified, and to ſuffer any thing al- 


Wo! to ſave their Lives : But how little 
Will they do,to be ſaved from the Wrath 
come ! One would think, they ſhould 


—_—. 


* Oui non expergiſcitur ad has Tonitrua, jam 
Wo" dormit, ſed mortuus eſt. S, Auguſtine. '_ 


have 
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have no Reſt, or Peace, or be able 
live a quiet Hour, *tiH they had mai 
ſome Proviſion againſt the Hazard 
this Erernal Deſtruftion ; and look upp 
all Men as their Friends, or Enemis 
according to the Help or Hindrang 
they received from them, in referent 
to it, But the dire& Contrary 1s ever 
where apparent. Men are careleſs a 
{ecure, jovial and merry, in the Wi 
that leads to Hell; and eſteem, a 
love, and chuſe that Company, that wi 
help. to «bring them to this Place( 
Torment ; Yea, ſuch 1s their Stupidity 
and ſtrange Perverſeneſs, that they » 
not ſuffer to be 0/4 of their Danger, | 
you tell them, that by ſuch a Courſe, ( 
fuch an AQtion, they will loſe ſo mu 
Money, or their Lives will be in Di 
ger; they reckon it an Obligatid 
Will take. 1t' kindly, and return | 
Thanks : But when they are told, iſ 
fuch Courſes and AQtions they will W 
their Souls, and the Favour of Go 
and the Hopes of Heaven, and li 
periſh for Ever; this they will not 
ceive, they deſpiſe the Meſſage, 
icorn and hate the Meſſenger ; are 4Fiut 
pleaſed and angry at ſuch Faire uh 
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0 bleſs the Lerd O my Soul ! for any 


od hope through Grace, of eſcaping this 
| ditolerable and Endleſs Mifery. Ard ler 


| that is within me, bleſs his Holy Name. 
have deſerved the ſame endleſs, and un- 
portable Wrath, which Thouſands 
e now under, and ſhall be under to 
| Etcrnity ; but he did not ſuffer me 


| fall into it. To be delivered out of 


ofe Torments after many Years Miſcry, 
5d be thought an admirable, un- 
akable Kindneſs: And 1s it not a 
«er Favour, never to be thrown into 


dine, which T have ſo often deſerved? . 


ow grateful would a_ damned Perſon 

to be freed from thoſe Flames, and 
(cd in the ſame Condition, I now am 
? What: a' Life of ſerious, ſelf-deny- 

Obedience would he lead ? And hath 
t God done more for me? Am l 
t mere indebred to his Goodneſs ? He 


nyt! kept me out of Hel!, and offers me 


Heavenly Glory, upon Reaſonable, 


Gal mourable, and eaſte Terms. Bleſſed 


God, I may yet eſcape the Wrath to 
le, 

Let me heartily compaſſionate the 
lufion, of thoſe Multitudes of deceived, 


ihing Souls, whoſe Eyes are blinded 
by 
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by the God of this World ; who willy 
believe it, till they are convinc'd byt 
Light of that Fire, which ſhall never] 
| extinguiſht, Yea, when I read, or he 
of Ten or Twenty Thouſand Men, 
in a War, ( whether of :f:dels or Clif 
ans ) let me think of it, with other 4 
prehenſions, than formerly I was m( 
to do. Confidering that many, it n 
be, the. moſt of theſe, ſhall never h 
- any Comfort or Mercy more; feari 
leſt the ſame Sword or Bullet, that g 
them their Mortal Wound, hath | 
them under God's Ewverlaſting Wrat 
and that by dying, they are unde 
for ever. | 

In very many other Caſes, the Fa 
of this Article would re&tifie my Op 
on, and dire& my Actions, if ſeriou 
conſidered and improved. This wal 
make me think of Death under anotl 
Notian, than *tis commonly conſider 
For without the Conſideration of Hell 
nexed to it, it is not ſo very formidal 
but that Heatheus have been able 
deſpiſe it. The moſt Contrary 
among them, on diflerent Grounds 
been able to do it; but conſider Du 
as a Paſſage ta Eternal Miſery, s' 
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ate of Hell, as the End of all Comfort 
a Wicked Man, and the Beginning of 
heh Endleſs Calamity, and nothing can be 
aWMuzined more dreadful to a Guilty, 
(Waholy Soul. Some of my Acquarntarnce, 


may be, who died this laſt Year, are 


wa w among thoſe Hopeleſs, Deſpairing 


ſretches, who expect the final Judgment 
God, to conſummate their inſuppor- 
ble Miſery. If they were permitted 
) come, and tell us what they ſuffer, 
d what they know ; what a Terrible 


8 1/7;719 Fire God is; what Vanity, 


, and Folly, brought them to this 
ace of Torment z what Diligence 
ex would adviſe us to, while in a 
te of Hope, to prevent the like ; it 
e have any Love and Kindneſs for our 


ves, any Bowels of Compaſſion to our 


'n Souls; What a Change do we think 
would work upon us? But if we will 


WW b:«r Moſes, and the Prophets, Chriſt, 


this Apoſtles; neither ſhould we believe, 


Wo one came from the Dead. 


[ fl 
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SECT. XX. 


The Eternal Bleſſedneſs of HE AVE) 
conſidered, as the Perfettion of Holine 

© #0 quicken our Deſires, and Endeaulh 
after greater Meetnels to poſſeſs it, 


Oth one Year after another, hall 
| me tothe End of Time? Andd 
the Bleſſedneſs of Eternity depend 
the Communications I now receive ft 
God ?* ' On the Preparations [I 1 
make, and the Meetneſs I can now Wre( 
tain for Eternal Felicity, in the Preſ iy 
of my God-and Saviour ? O, with Wiſh | 
Intenſeneſs of Mind, ſhould I now i F: 
fecute that Glorious Object ; with Wien 
unwearied Diligence, ſhould 1 ru WM-# 
Race that is ſet before me, left I fall ry 
of the Incorruptible Crown of Li & 
How ſhould every thing be underva x; 
and rejefted, that would divert, Whine 
tard, or hinder me from purſuing Ml Ch, 
End? Lord! be not a Stranger 10! 


lid 


6 Wl Chriſt may be glorified, with an en- 


i 


| 
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1, in this diſtant Wilderneſs ſtate! 
me ſee mote of thy Light ! be trans- 
n'd more into thine [mage! expe- 
ice more of thy Love ! feel more of . 


y vital Preſence, and quickning Spi- 


; Let the Divine Life in my Soul be 
powerful, and the CharaCters of 


y Likeneſs be more legibly ſtampc 
11 it! by the daily Exerciſe of Faith, 
| Hope, and Holy Afﬀections, carry 
through this World ! *rill myPugrim 


te be over, and thou haſt brought me 
erfect, Everlaſting Holineſs ! And let 
believing . Fore-thoughts of it, fill 
the Powers of my Soul with Joy, 
| Wonder, Deſire and Love! 

ive me, Lord! to think aright of 
Heavenly Glory ; as a Confirmed 


Wc of poſitive, perfect Holineſs ;of Hea- 
«ily Light, Love, Liberty and Joy, 


h the ſatisfying Viſion of Gody' in 

Face of Chriſt, and his impreſſed 
ene(s; dwelling for ever in the dire, 
I ſteady View of his Transforming 


ry; with compleat Conformity of 


Soul to Eternal Goodneſs, Truth 
| Love, as its Perfection ; eſteeming 
ang, deſiring nothing, but that God 


tire 
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tire Subjection-to his Will, Adherency 


him; Reſt and Confidence in him, Sy 
lowed up in the Love, Admirati 
and Praiſe of God, and our Lord ſe 


living in joyful repeated Ads of $ 


zeion, Adoration, and Acknowlec 
Dependance ; raviſh'd to behold 
Glory of God, in the Face of Chril, 
ſee his bleſſed Image perfe& in every 
of the Saints, &c. When all the | 
- Nnt Blindneſs of our Minds, the 


of our Judgment, the Perverſeneh | 


our Will, the Diſorder and Rebellia 
our Paſlions,' the remain”; Averlat 
from God, and DiſaffcQion to li 
which in this World we complain 
ſhall all be done away : The Fleſh | 
no more luſt againſt the Spirit ; 0 
Law in our Members againſt the La 
our Minds; but an Everlaſting T 
nility and Holy Peace take plac 
eace which paſleth al} Underſtand 
without any outward Moleſtation, 
inward Cauſe of Diſquiet. 
Our corrupted Nature ſhall. no! 
caſt forth Mire and Dirt as non; 
ſhall have no more vain, or W 
Thoughts, no more ſinful Fears, 0 
iſh Hopes; unbecoming Heats, Ul 


Wl 1t 
anc 
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fires, Senſual Ilnchinations, Earthly 
Sftions, Fceble, Slothful, Spiriclets 
ties, Dead and Heartleſs Prayers, Gold 
ankſgivings, &c. But as we ſhall then 
ww God without Error , and ſee. our 
rd Jeſus Face to Face z ſo we ſhall love 
n without reſerve, more -than now 
can think 3 and ſerve him without 
laeſs and Diſtraction, and Praiſe him 
thour Wearineſs; the Spiritual Actings 


in our Souls ſhall have no Allay of Drols. 


Wd thus ſhall we be with him, and ad- 

re, and enjoy him, without end. 
08 Thus when Dearth is ſwallowed up in 
Wy ; and what was imperfect is done 
ay, and what was Corruptible and 
vrtal, hath put on Immortality ; God 
Criſt, ſhall be Allin All: And when 
5 truly and perfealy ſo, Then it ts 
ave, The Bleſſedneſs whereof is 
conceivable. . A Bleſſed Perſon, is not 
preſt ia the Singular Number by 
+ Hebrews, but in the Abſtract, and 
the Plural. Beatitxdes, inſtead of 
ſed, becauſe the Bleſſings are as. ma- 
and great, asthey have Powers and 
Wpacities to partake of Bleſſedneſs, $0 
lit be in Heaven. A Word, tho” 
monly uſed as little underſtood, as 
F Holi- 
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Thlineſs, which 1s one of the great 
Myſteries. 1a the World ; but will he 
after be fully and delightfully unde 
ſtood by the Bleſſed Saints ; as the N 
lignity and Intrinſick Evil of Six | 
be, by the damned Spirits. 

Oh, that Þ»might now feel more 


this Heavenly Life, begun and cari 


on in my Soul, by a farther Particy 
tion of his Holy Image, and Conform 
to his Will! by more vital Effeds 
his indwelling Spirit in my Soul, fo 
ing it to be a Temple to himſelf, for 
own Delightful Reſidence ! that forg 
ting that, which I have received, In 
ſtill be Coveting, and deſirous of mor 
forgetting what I have attain'd, In 
preſs on, with an Holy Eagernels 
Fervency, towards the Mark ! 
When I ſeriouſly examine my 0 
Heart, had'I nothing elſe, to prevet 
Weakneſs of my Grace, and the fil 
\Remainders of Unbelief,” but the lowD 
fires, and few Comfortable Thougl 
the ſeldom joyful Proſpect of this Blel 
State ; how ſad an Evidence were lt 
my low Attainments, that [ breath 
no more Impatience, after that Bl 
Holy Reſt, in the Injoyment of God 
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Chriſt ; and labour no- more in prepa- 
ring for it ? When we profels to believe, 
that all the Deſires of our Souls ſhall be 
fd on Him, and filled with Aim, as 
Sour [finice and Supreme Good , and all 
Wihe Expecrations of Faith and -Hope, 
Whrallowed up in Endleſs Admiration, 
Wcratitude and Joy ; being fully ſatisfied, 
nd at Reſt, in the-Preſence and Vitian 
f-God ; without the leaſt Inclination, 
Deſire of Change. And by Conſequence, 

There will be no need of Novelty, as 
ow, toa givea Reliſh to our HappineS. 
All Happineſs in this World is, by compa- 
Inga Man's preſent Condition, with his 


"Walt, or with that of ſome Inferionrs. But 


te Intrinſick Good, Felicity, and Joy of 
aven, will need no ſuch #:l to fetit off; 
Wo ſuch Compariſon to make it prized. 
"WW ic Bleſſed Spirits: will never loſe the 
Wey Senſe, of that low and miſerable 
ndition, from which they were raiſed 
010 great a Glory; and fo will ever 


> Wally rejoyce in the Happineſs of their 


ranſlation and Wonderful Change. 
nd what was .at firſt delightful, will 
r Ever be ſo; and not diſdain'd, or 
J-1en'd by'a Continuance ;, as it happens 
a ns World, from the Emptinefs, Shal- 
| F 2 lownels 
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lowneſs, and Vanity of the Creatur 

. An Aﬀectation of YVariery, and Deſire 
Change, proceeding always from a Selif 

of Want. But Holy Souls ſhall never 

- weary of Seeing, Loving, and Enjoyi 

: God; his Bleſſed Preſence will afford 

. Undecaying and Endleſs SatisfaRon 

« Pleaſure, never to be interupted, or 

i bated, and never to ceaſe. The Bleſk 

« ObjeF is abſolutely Infinite, and ſo 

: be always »ew toa Finite Underſtanding 

«and Continual 'Freſh Communicatic 

- from his Infinite Fulneſs, muſt ne 

- make-our Subjective Happineſs to het 

« ways new, and Eternally ſuch. 

Let me by!ſuch Thoughts, quickena 

excite my Diligent Endeavours after 

; greater Meetneſs to injoy ſo great a Bl 

- And to that end, Conlider, whethera 

"of thoſe Happy Souls, who have fil 
their Courſe, and obtained the Prize, 
now regret thtir utmoſt- Diligence, | 
tience, and Perſeverance, during tit 
"ſhort Abode here, to ſecure the Blelk 
neſs of an Endleſs Lite : No, no, they 
far from repenting the Time they ſpe 
the Trouble they were at, the Care 
uſed, the Difficulties they met with,l 
Sufferings. they endured z to confict 
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he World, andthe Fleſh, to reſiſt 


emptation, to. watchover their Hearts, 
ad Words, and Ways,tov work out their 
vation, - to pleaſe God, and be faith- 
-Wilto him, &c. They find to their Un- 
xakable Comfort, and Everlaſting Joy, 
Whit Heaven makes amends for all ;, they 
ld do or ſuffer,in order to their Com- 
1g thither, Yea, they find that they were 
dt Diligent, and Humble, and Patient, 


Wd Circumſpe&t enough. That they did 


it love God, and ſeek his Glory, re- 
em their Time, and improve all their 
aents, and Opportunities of dajngands-- 
ceiving Good, and give up themielyes 


Xx IS 


naWetirely to prepare for Heaven, to-tÞ 


cree they ſhould have done. "They 
d, by the Tranſcendency of the Bleſſed 
ecompence; that it deſcrved infinitely 
we than the moſt Active, Zealous 
iriſtizan upon Earth did ever do 4 1n 
cer (0 1t, - | 
Ld ! Quicken my Reſolutions and 
deavours, by ſuch Thoughts as theſe. 
ire my Sluggiſh, Carnal Heart, with- 
IyLight, and Life, ' and Zeal, and 
'our ! that looking to the Things which 
h, Fe mot ſeem, which are Eternal ;, | may 
i WA 4p. good Foundation apainſt the Time 


*) 1Tim. 1. 19. F 3 29 
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70 come. and fs lay held on Eternal Life ! 


But Alas ! How much have I neglett( 
the great Duty of Holy Jeditarion ? Hoy 
little Skill and Experience have ] y 
it! How taftleſs and infipid oftentime 
are my Thoughts of God ! how conf 
ſedand unſteady ! how little Pleaſureg 
Advantage havel, by Contemplating hg 
Higheſt Excellencies ? Yet, methinks 
could I but retain the ſame awakened 


lively Thoughts of Heaven; and Eterul 


Life, which ſcemzerimes ] have had ; might 


continually feel the Sweet and Sacred lu 
"Fncnce, as for a {tle Seaſon F have ſome 


tinges felt it.; how little, how very 
Nething, would all ths World be tome 
How' comparatively weak, its {tronge 
 and\moſt alluring Snares, to draw 1 
off from God ! with what an unſhake 
Mind could I refuſe and reſiſt %m ! wi 
what an unconcerned /ndifference, could 
look upon all its moſt charming Glory! 

Could I maintain ſuch a Frame of 5 
Tit, as I have ſometimes had for a lit 
while ; in the ſerious Contemplation 
Divine Miltertes, in. Fervent Prayers, il 
other Solemn Duties of Religion; wit 
the Acts of Faith were ſtrong, and livel 


my. Heart ſet on fire with Love Fac 


God, and Holy Breathings after Hin 
aCINNDG 
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imiring his matchleſs Grace to fallen 


{{Wincrs, ( and to: my Soul in particular ) 
lohhen he brought me to the very Suburbs 


Heaven, (tho? alzs! how ſeldom ! ) by 


nolie delightful Thought.of what the Bleſ- 


Wed Spirits above enjoy, in being where 


riſt is, and beholding his Glory; 
hen. was ready to ſay within my ſelf, 
Ts gocd to be here ;, this is no.other than the 
ate of Heaven, Oh when ſhall Mortas 


"ud ty be ſwallowed up of Life! But when 


thought at any time, to fix and ſettle in 
ich {meet Contemplations ; how quickly 


ſi my lazy, backward Heart fly. oit ! 


ow ſfooh did the,Flame decay and dye 
may ! how ſoon did I find my elf fallen 
own to Earth again ! ſunk down from 
e Boſom of my Lord, preſently for- 


Wot my ſelf and Heaven, to dwell z- 


nong the Pots, and embrace a Dung- 
ul! *Twas not on my own Wings, 0 


\8-14 ! that I ſoared ſo high 3; but I hope, 
4) the Breathings of that Holy Spirit of 


ght and Love, who bloweth when, 
id where, and how long he Uſteth z 
ſho gave me at any time, any fuch firſt 
wits of the Spirit , who convinc'd me of 
e Cirtainty of the Heavenly Inheri- 


Wance, by a lively believing Foreſight of 


in 


Th 


:; who, made. me earneſtly deſire the 
F 4 Wings 
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Wings of a Dove to be gone, and appr 
before God in Sion ; made me Pant and 
Groan to be delivered, and to he with 
God and Chriſt, with inexpreſiible De 
fire and Joy, unconceivably mixt with 
Sighs and Groans. O my God! letnat 
this experience be only ſucha T af ofth 
Powers of the World to come. as 15 cot 
ſiſtent with firal Avoftacy ! only the ſeem: 
ing Zeal of the ftony Ground / therap. 
turous Joy of an Hypocite / from tit 
Power of Imagination, and a heatal 
Fancy ; from the workings of meer N# 
tural Self-love ; upon Miltaken Appre 
henſions of God, and a falſe Opinion « 
Heaven; but by the Holy Effects, let 
me be aſſured of the Cauſe and Principk 
that it was of God. 

Teach me, from the Sweetneſs of al 
Spiritual Communion with God ow, Ul 
any of his appointed Ordinances ; to ai 
gne to my ſelf, what the moſt raviſhung 
Satisfaction will be 3 that the Enjoyment 
of God in Heaven will afford the Soul 
Our Holineſs is now imperfect, to wh 


it ſhall bez and therefore our Confols 04 


tion, Peace and Joy, is but i» part ; all 
incomparably leſs than we are afſured 
will be, when we ſhall be admitted 


behold the Glory of the Lord. ?Tis 10 
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vt moſt, but as the Break of Day, to thE 
aſre of the Meridian Sun. Bur if 10 

5 low imperfect State, we. can ſome- 

imes obtain ſo near a View of his Glory, 
nd feel ſuch ſweet Communications. of. 
$Grace 3 how much more of this Con- 
dation and Joy, is reſerved to Heaven ? 
f in this Pilgrim State, the Gifts and 
races, and Comforts of the Holy Spirit 

re ſo refreſhing: O! what hath God 
repared beyond the Grave, for thoſe 
tho love him ? If now he ſometimes ſhed 
abroad his Love in aur Hearts,after ſuch a 
anner 3 bow much better ſhall I love 

Im, and feel the Influence, and Evidence 
f his Love to me ; when I ſhall be with 
Win, and ſee him Face to Face ? If the 
Ipprehenſions of this Future Bleſſednels, 
l0 a0oW encourage, raiſe,and animate. my 
Irooping Soul; O, what. ſhall Il know 
Wi ſee ? And how ſhall-I rejoyce,. when - 
e Vail is removed? If a Sacramental' 
dmmunion with God and Jeſus Chrult,, 


oul-We ſometimes ſo ſweet, and ſo affecting 3, 


hat will the Bleſſed Communion-with. 
0d, and all his Saints above, amount-to ? 
then I ſhall ſit down. with all the Chil-- 
en of God, in. the Preſence of the: 
ndegroonm; at the laſt Great Supper of 
K Lamb in, Glory ! If the. Earneſt of. 

4 QUT: 
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our Inheritance be fo reviving, what wil 
be the full Poſſeſſion of it ? If the Hops 
of that Glorions Day, by Holy Meditz 
tion, be ſo tranſporting ; what will beth 
End of our Faith, and Hope ? If a Gray 
or two 11 the Wilderneſs, be ſuch a Core 
dial ; what will be the whole Vintageu 
the Land of Promiſe ? 

Shall I after all this, forget my om 
F xperience, and run from God and Hex 
ven, to embrace or ſeek a periſhing 
Toy ? Shall I ide my ſelf with Saul, ; 
mong the Stnffand Lumber of this World 
when God is calling me to a Gli 
CYown ? Art thon, O my Soul ! a King 
Son, an Heir of Heaven, an Expectantd 
ſuch great Felicity, and yet ſtoop ſolon! 
Hope for Heaven, and yet graſp ths 
Earth; and hug the vain Appearances 
Earthly Good ? Hope to be ke to 6, 
( and Oh how Glorious an Hope is that! 
ro partake of his Image, and Jive Et 
nally with him; and yet be ſohiatot 
anxtons, and diſquieted about Honolt 
and Money, and a Temporal Interelt; 
And mightily concerned about the M 
mentany Gratifications of the Fleſh, al 
the Enjoyments of this World ? Art til 
a Pilgrim and Stranger here, and ! 
velling Home to the Heavenly Count! 
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dyet eager and paſſionate about Earthly 
Things * Should an Heart that is ſet 
pon Heaven, ( or may be ſo, and ought 
obe ſo) ſhould it burn with ſuch 
chin, fuch Commoen-Fire ? And neglect 
he naconceivable Riches and Pleaſures, 
id immortal Honouzs of the other Life, 
nd the Dawnings of that Glory upon 
;y Soul, by the Foretaſts of it in #his ? 
ow great 1s-the Diſproportion between. 
he Heavens and the Earth ? How vaſt 
he Circumference of the one, and how 
mall a Point the other ? How many 
ouſand Miles, doth the Sun travel in: 


o We Heavens, while it paſſerh but one: 
"ch upon a Dial ? Ch! that my Aﬀetions, 


"Were carried to Heavenly Things, with a 
Oviitneſs ſomewhat anſwerable toy the: 
"Wlorious Objca. - And let-their Motion. 
Wo Exrtly Things, be rather flow. and 1n-- 
"Wulible, like that of-the Snn ona Dial. 
Ince I profeſs to believe, and, wait for 
me Heavenly Glory ; ſhould I not. live,, 
$ ſeeking ſuch Things, asexpecting ſuch, 
W vlory ? And are careleſs and indiffe- * 
ent Thoughts, ſleepy, hearcleſs Prayers, 
ant and weak Endeavours, becoming, 
Linch a Caſe ? Shall I not mend my. 


"W+<c, and double my Diligence in. my: 


WW raory Work. ? When I can believ- 
_wely 


126 Serious Refleftions 
vingly foreſee the Bleſſed Recompence; 


waiting for that Everlaſting Light of tel 


Sun of Righteouſneſs, which no Ecliyk 


{hall ever darken or obſcure ; for tha an 


Eternal Glorious Day, which ſhall n 
ver be cloſed with an Evening. Wha 
I ſhall ſee the Face of God in Chril, 
and be like him ; participate more of hi 
Image, reſt tn his Love, and dwell far 
ever in the Light of his Countenance, ac 
cording to the Prayer and Promiſe 
my Bleſſed Saviour. 

And ought not fach a Proſpect, tt 
iweeten the Bitterneſs of all our inter 


mediate Sufferings ? We are now, ofte 


tines in Heavineſs and Sorrow ; but Eter- 
nity will be enough for an uninterruptet 
Joy. When we ſhall exchange all our 
Troubles for Everlaſting Reſt, our Priſon 
for Perfect Liberty, our Poverty fortlt 
Riches of God ; Darkneſs for Light; 
Diſcord for Love ; Deformiry for beai- 
ty ; our Weakneſſes and preſent Lat 
pes for Strength and Vigor; Folif 
or Wiſdom ; Diſgrace for Glory ; $i 
neſs and-Pain for Eternal Eaſe and Health, 
\ the Animal for the Angelical Life ; In- 
|  perfe@ion and Pollution for Conſummatt 
| Holineſs ; our Sighs, and Tears, alk 
Sorrows, and Complaints, for T0 

| Pla 


, 
d 
( 
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ant Everlaſting Praiſe; our Lofſes, Af- 
fronts, Diſappointments, Perplexities, 
Fears, Groans, and Death; for Crowns 
and Scepters, Hymns and Hallelnjahs, 
ight and Life, and Bliſs unutterable ; 
md ſuch great things as are fit for us to. 
ye, but too great to be now particu- 
larly underſtood, and talkt of ; while we 
hw but in: part, and ſee throuoh a Glaſs 
darkly. Yea, it ſeems as if it were not 
lawful to utter ?em, 2 Cor. 12. 4. and 
now they cannot be expreſt, or fully 
known ; For Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
beard, or can it enter into the Heart of man. 
po conce;ve, that prepared Glory. 


SECT. XXL 


Devout Medwation upon Plalm 7 3. 25. 
Whom have I in Heaven but Thee ? 
And there 15 none upon Earth, that I 
delire beſides Thee. 


a .. 


HAT + there in Heaven or 
*Y Earth, O Lud! butfthy Pre- 
| lence: 


RS OO OY IT III 


Heat. a, 
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ſence to be valued, loved, deſired, cho- 
ſen, ſought, ordelighted in ? Theres 
nothing in either World,defirable withou 
Thee, nothing certainly above T hee ;, ng- 
thing in Compariſon wirh Thee, Jn The 
alone I truſt, on Thee I depend ; in The 
I repole my Confidence and Hope ; 
from Thee ]expect all my Felicity and 
Salvation. Whatever 1 can loſe, yet 
with the Continuance of thy Fav, 
which is my Life ; I have ſtill Enough, 
With that I am Rh, without it I an 
Poor and Miſerable, And if I want the 
Love of God, all that Heaven and Earth 
can give beſides, will not make me hap- 
Py. InfThee, therefore, I would termi- 
nate all my Aﬀections, all my Devoti- [1 
ons! There is nothing of Heaver to be 
had on Eart!, but in thy Favour, Image MO. 
and Love; and the reviving Senſe of it, 
And all the Heaven I expect hereafter, Th 
is in the more full and immediate Con- MW" 
munications of theſe, in thy bleſſed Pre- 01 
ſence. I can deſire nothing upon Earth; WW? 
I can 72joy nothing in Heavey, but Thee! (WY 


both here and there, thou arr, and jþal Not 
ever be my All-ſufficient, Satisfaftory Por- ra 
W 


tion, my Everlaſting All ! None elle Call 
be the Porticn of my Soul, Nothing elle k CC 
Cal 
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an fill up all its Wants, anſwer all its 
ravings, be ſuited to all its Capacities, 
appeaſe and charm all its reſtleſs Moti- 
"ns, and give Complacence to all its De- 
res, and be the proper Ohject of all its 
efHons, ” 

What 1s there elſe can juſtly claim my 
ze, or pretend to my Supreme Aﬀecti- 
1 in compariſon with God ? Thou art 
alone the proper Center of it. Thine 
Infinite and Incomparable Excellencies, 
(who art Love it ſelf ) deſerve my choi- 
ceſt Love ; and thy numberleſs Mercics 
and Benefits, challenge it as a juſt Debt 
3 apiece of Homage due from all, and 
of ſpecial Gratitude alſo from mo. Oh, 
that I could lave Thee above all things ! 
who alone art worthy of all my Love / 
0 that Divine Love might be the ruling 
Principle within me / to infpire llwy 
Thoughts, toregulate all my Deſires, to 
ktall che Powers of my Soul on Work * 
0 that it might take the full Poſſeſſion of 
my Heart, and ſo animate and order all 
my Actions to pleaſe him, whom my 
Sou] loveth! If as yet I cannot ſay wich 
thine Apoſtle ? Lord ! thou that knoweſt all 
thngs, thou knoweſt that I love thee, Vet 
ly, Lord, thou knoweſt that I would 
loue 


CN CD EN LEONE de OE 
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love thee! Thou haſt provided for oy 
Happineſs, by that firſt and great Con. 
mand of loving thee with all our Heart, 
and Souls and Strength. But alas! hey 
backward is my ſluggiſh, . carnal Heart, 
to this Delightful Exerciſe ? Tho! I han 
ſo of been told, that God rs Love, and 
that He that dwelleth in Love, dwellethin 
God, and Ged in him. O ſhed abrox 
thy Love into my Soul ! that I may fe 
the Vital Power and Influence of ir, anl 
live coutinually in the Love of God, 
and that nothing may ever be able to k 
narate me from It. 

Whom have I in Heaven or Earth, n 
Fl.pe in, but Thce? I expect more fron 
Creatures, than they can, or will per: 
form ; but God can do for me more abut- 
dantly than I can ask or think z exceedm} 
largeſt Thoughts, out ſtrip my highel 
Expectations. And no Man was eve 
diſappointed, who made Thee his Hit 
When I meet with Croſſes and Wrony 
Unfaichfulaeſs, Contempt, Hatred- and 
Perſecution from Men, 1 need not wot- 
der ; I was never told by God, it woull 
be otherwiſe here. Did 1 «ook for le) 
from Creatures, and expe& more fro 
God; Did 1 reckoa this World wy 
tall 
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tate of Trial, and not a Place of Reſt 
nd Satisfaction 5 my Faith and my De- 
res would be ſtronger, with reſpe&t to 
od and Heaven 3 and Temporal Cala- 
ities and Diſappointments leſs afflictive 
id Vexatious. 
And what 1s there, O Lord! in Hea- 
en, or 112 Earth, my Soul can deſire he- 
des Thce? [s there any thiag defircable, 
at a$ 1t 18 thine, of thee, and from thee ? 
Ind bears ſome Impreſiton of thine Ex- 
lence, or briags ſome Intimation of 
hy Love? . And what can I reaſonably 
klire ; what that 1s worth deſiring, or 
uving, but-thon art able to be, and ao, 
( grve f 
In whom, or what, ſhall I Regoyce, but 
1Thee, O Lord ! ſhall I folace my ſelf in 
Iranſitory Goods, that flip between my 
mgers, and periſh in the Uſing ? or re- 
Carnal Joys, which pollute and de- 
ſe the Soul ? When I may and ought to 
| goyce in T hee at all Times, as the only 
ource of Perfect, Everlaſting Joy. Let 
WW then ſtir up my Drooping, Deſpond- 
ls, Unbelieving Heart, to .rejoyce in 
od; who takes Pleaſure in the chear- 
ul Service and Obedience of his Chil-- 
ml who delighteth in thoſe, who de- 
light 
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light in him. Is not * Delighting in Cul" 
a molt Eſſential, Vital Part of Religion'M* 
Should ir not be my Conſtant FrameWﬀ* 
Hath not God ſufficiently provided, thalif 
it may be ſo? Canl fay and believe, tha 
God 1s the Portion of my. Soul ; that 
zs myGod. and I hope to live with hit 
for cver,-and not Repoyce ? Or can Icon 
ſider the Grace of the new Covenai 
the matchlefs Love of Chriſt, and thx 
precious Promiſes of the Goſpel; and nol 
fee reaſon to Rejoyce ? Yea, doth nj 
Soul love God, and endeavour to plea 
him ; and 1s not the very A& and Exe! 
ciſe, of holy Love, mixt with unſpeid 
ble ſweetneſs ? 

Whom 1s there in Z7eaven, Or 1n En 
or Hell, that I oaght to Fear, but Ti 
Who haſta Negative Voicein all the Vi 
ſigns of Men and Devils, an Hookk 
their Noſtrils, a Bridle in their Mouti 
to make them fulfil thy Pleaſure ; and! 
every thing accompliſh thy SoverelF 

. Decree: 

Is there any other, in whom I may 
poſe my Tru/ft, but in Thee, O Lord! ll: 
Rock of Ages? The might of, thy Pow 


* Vid. Mr. How, Of delighting in Ged. 
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cc Unſearchableſs of thy Wiſdom, the 
onMighttouſneſs of thy Nature,the Stability 
ne thy Truth, the Riches of thy Grace, 
id the Immurability of thy Promiſes,are 
th Wiore Foundation, for my Soul to truſt to, 
$4 relye upon, Thy word ſtands firm for 
hiner, and the Truth of thine — and 
ooMcadineſs to help, in every Time of Need, 
\ nodes the ſame throughont all Generation-, 
tall Times,and 1n all Places,my Soul may 

WW in Thee, and find Relief. And they 
Wloknow thy Name will do ſo; for in rhe 
ard Jerovah, is Everlaſting Kindneſs and 
con8$1:17th. TO anſwerallmy Doubts, to fup- 
+Mjallmy Wants,and fulfil all my Deſires. 
yy not God take it unkindly, that Itruſt 
m.20 more? And is 1t not acriminal Un- 
dnefs, that I give him not the Glory of 
.Witheſeexcellent Actributes,which arethe 
Wounds of Truſt; by a conſtant, ſteady,in- 
MW*Dependance on him for all that I need? 
 [havenone in Heaven bur Thee,O Lord! 
the Object of my [zvccation and Worſhip. 
tother Chriſtians have Recourſe to New 
td:ators, and call upon other Gods : I 
Wil make mention of chy Name, and of thy 
ighteouſneſs only. And ask of Thee what- 

er | need, for the ſake of thy Chriſt,my 

y Adorable Mediator, Him thou heareſt 
Way, with him thou art always well pow 

ed. 
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ſed. I honour the Holy Angels as Gloria 
_ Attendants about thy Throne ; and ble 
thee for them, as Miniſtring Spirits, fort! 
Good of thy Servants, but I dare notiy 
voke or worſhip *em, hecauſe they are A 
low Servants, On the ſame Account, 1 hol, 
nour the Memory of Departed Saints, hl 
neither invoke them, or pay them Relig: 
ous Worſhip. That Glory, thou wilt 
give unto another. I have no Precept| 
Holy Scripture to dire, no Prom:/c tom 
courage, no Example to authorize, thely 
vocation of any other but Thee; z whon 
believe and truft, Rom. 10. 14. 
Having ſucha God mn Heaven, what ol 
I'need on Earth ? His Eyes behold me, hl 
Wing is over me, his Hand can ſupplyng, 
his Grace provide for me. | can wana 
thing that is Good , unlets 1 ſhould need/o 
what, which Goa, the infinitely Bleſſed a 
All-fufficient Good, cannot beſtow. If tht 
art the Portion of my Soul, all my Enemi 
cannot make me m:/erable; unleſs they a 
it void Heaven of the Preſence of God, hu... 
gh: . Yer his Care,bind up his Hand,or obitlf 
| his Love. But tho' my-Enemies cannot, 


| 


fear my Sins may. They alone can ſepan 
between God and my Soul. And coalideſÞ x 
iag the multitude and aggravations of thellh,. 


' 
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MW thine unſpotted Holineſs and Juſtice 3 
= tonld have roo much reaſon to fear and 
mble, yea,.and utterly deſpair, /*7had 
in Heaven but thee.Butthy word aſſures 


© 198- that I have a Mediator there ;, a faithful 


s 7 compaſſionate High- Prieſt, Jeſus Chriſt 
£17 hteons ;, whom thou haſt exalted to be 4 


Wrince, and a Saviour, to give Repentance and 


ſion of Sins. Who lveth for ever in Hea- 
,to make Interceſſion, till he hath brought 
there, to behold his Glory, and part ake of it. 
That Glory, O Lord ! thou halt reſerved 
r Heaven ; 1n this World weonly deſire, 
leve, and hope to enjoy it, Whom 
We lin Heaven ? Thatis the Place of Frui- 
nm, What can I deſrre upon Earth ? This 
Yorld is the Place of Deſires, as the other 
full Enjoyment. Moſt of that which Men 
ll Enjoyment in this Life, conſiſts but in 
elire, Deſire or Z#/t, is all thats in the 
Wicked World, 1 John 2. c. 13, the Riches 
'WaCovetous Worldling makes him delire 
"Wore; and the Great Myſtery of Intem- 
ance, 1s to create and increaſe Deſfrres ; 
d Defires of another kind, are the Por- 
n of Good Men 1n this World. 
Oh! that I could breath after a State of 
ect Fruition in Heaven,with more im- 
tunate Deſires ! Who will give me,to be in 
wen with thee f On Earth 1 deſire nothing. 
S0 
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SO one Verſion. Let me, Oy Soul ! tl 
of Heaven, as ſuch a Place, or State of 3h 
ſed Enjoyment ! ſpeak of it, ſeck it, long 
It, prepare for it, asch. And let ji 
Chriſt, who is the Deſire of all Nai 
( through whom all Divine Communic 
tions are made to fallen Sinners) bet 
Great Object of 'my preſent Deſire: a 
Love ! Let me delire nothing but az 
Him, and for Him; that believing | 
Word, obeying his Law, adoring 
Perſon, imitating his Example, trulli 
this Promiſe, conſtrained by his Lo 

partaking of his Image, filled with! 
Grace, and comforted by his Spirt 
my Meditations of him may be {weett 
and my Love ſtronger, and I may 
nothing more left todeſrre for my Sell, 
that God who hath raiſed and exaltt 
Him, would keep alive my Faith, a 
Hope, and Holy Deſires, till he hath mi 
me mcet to be with Him ; and after |u 
ing guided me by his Grace, and Spill 
and Counnſels, here on Earth, would f 
cerve me to his moſt Bleſſed and Glori 
* Preſence in Heaven. Amen, Amen. 


Xl 
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Glorious Appearance of Chriſt ro Judg- 
ment conſtdered as Certain : The Terror 
aid Aſtoniſhment, Confuſion and De- 
ſpair Wicked Jews and Chriſtiags, to 
behold their Judge, and hear his Condem- 
ming Sentence to E VERLASTING 


Deſtru(to0n. 


Hen our Bleſſed Saviour ſhall ap- 
pear to judge the World, I read 

at it ſhall be, 12 his own Glory, the Glory 
bis Father, and of the Holy Angels. If 
' the Glory of the Father, be meant that 
theDivinity,as the Originaland Author 


- lf all things 1n Nature; as the Almighty 


reator of the World ; and by the Glory 
his Holy Angels, be underſtood that of 
WF Legal Adminiſtration, the Law being 

Wen by the Diſpoſition of Angels ; and 
oy} 2s 0 Glory, that of the Goſpel, as he 


ww 
. 


the Meſſtah ;, that in the Glory of all 


Wcſe, he ſhall come to Judgment : We 


mea ſummary Account of the three diffe- 
mt Revelations, which God hath made of 
elf ro Mankind ; by the Licht of Na- 
re, that of the Law, and the more mani- 
«oneot the Goſpe!, According to which 
, every 
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every Man 1s to be judged at the laſt Dy 
Tho? we cannot diſtin&ly tell what, on 
how great our Lord's Glory will then! 
we may be certain, it will be ſuitable 
the Dignity of his Royal Perſon, ſuitil 
'to the Grandeur of his Father?s Maj.l 
with the Splendour of * T7:/::;prant PradiiiÞ 
who 1s Heir of all Things ; and hath 
Power in Heaven and in Earth commit 
to him ; the Great Lord of both World 
Head of Angels and Men ; and ſvitable 
his Glorious Office, as Mediator, andi 

appointed Judge of Quick and Dead, 

. Ifat his Tranfigrration his Face ſho 
and his Raiment was whiteand glitterin 
How much more Splendid will his laſt A 
pearance be? When the Bedzes of his Sai 
ſhall be ſeven times brighter than thelul 
ofthe Sur ? ' And if his Members ſhallth 
be ſo glorious, how tranſcendently mt 
ſo will their Head, their Lord appen! 
the Delivery and Promulgation of thc 144 
on Mount Sinai, was accompanied vil 
ſuch Circumſtances of Terrible Maj_p* 
how much more may we ſuppoſe the 69g 
Aſſize will be attended with ; when ite 
comes-to judge for the violation of aa 

a: 
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Law,and the contempt of the Goſpel! Al 


ifeven Moſes did then exceedingly qui 
and fear, what will be the Conſternai 
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4 trembling of the wicked World at the 

ming of Chriſt ? When he ſhall be revealed 

m Heaven in flaming Fire, with a glori- 

gretinue of his mighty Angels, as fo ma- 

bright Stars, abont the more glorious 

nofRighteouſneſs. The Lights of Heaven 

- Will be eclips'd ; the viſible Sun ſhall vail 

bluſhing head, as infinitely out-ſhone ; 

We preſent Glory of the Creation be al! 
nighted, by reaſon of his tranſcendent, 

ghtneſs. Yea, 'the Heavens ſhall .be 
ppt: vp as a ſcroll ; the Elements melt 

y with a mighty noiſe : the Earth and 

its works be burnt up; and the whole, 
werſe as one. great Bonfire, to adorn— 
'Triamph of our Lord's Appearance. 

| this uſher'd in by the Voice of an 
wengel, proclaiming his approach; and 
Vaice of God, ſupplying the uſe of a. 

impet, to raiſe the Dead, and poffefs 

kind with an awful Reverence of their 

1”. 8 | 

us in Triumph, as a Conqueror, and 

elWvage, ſhall he come again, who once 
Grear'd in -the form of a Servant, to he 
ca Wed and Condemn®d- by Man. Then he 

f i called X7ng in ſcorn : Now he will ap- 
! A as much above all Earthly and Humane 
quiEtnets, as once he ſtoop'd, for our ſakes,” 

atMath it. Then the Contempt of Na- 
j . G t1 Ons. 


a 
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tions, and no way. eſteem'd Deſir 
when he came from the Womb of his Vig 
Mother : Now the Terrour of the Wi 
when he comes again from the Right-hi 
of his Father. No more to be {ubjed; 
a ſtate.of Meanneſs, but to render vengem 


10 all, who know not God,and obey not the Geylh, 


and tobe glorified in hu Saints, and adi 
in, and by, all them that believe *, 

He was put to. ſhame in the days of h 
' Fleſh, made himſelf of - no Reputat 
and accounted unworthy to- live. :-| 
when he comes again, he will put og 
Garment of Vengeance, to repay Fury 
the Enemies of his Croſs, and. make 
wicked Deſpiſers riſe again to ſhame; 
everlaſting contempt. They that: 0 
bowed the knee to. him in mockery, 
ſhaked- their heads: at him in 4er:/con, | 
then ſee -every knee bow before hin, 
things in Heaven, things in Earth, and 
ehe Earth : Angels, Men, and Devils, 
ſubjeQRion to him, as Lord and King. | 
late, who condem'd him as his Pri 
ſhall appear before him as his ng 
Judge z and know, that he was anvtil 

eſs King and Monarch, than the is 
: Eater. The falſe Witneſſes, who acl 


"Gy Theſl. chap. 1. 


at 
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> of Blaſphemy, ſhall be impeach'd by 
x another, and their own .gulty Con- 
ences, before hs Bar; with the other 
s, who once drag'd him before their 
ribunal ; and be confounded, to ſtand 


fore his Judgment-Seat; His Crucifeers 


of jall behold him on a Throne of. Glory, 


hom they Nailed to jan infamous Cyoſ+. 


Why ſhall be. aftoniſh'd, to behold him 


ing at the Right Hand of God, whoſe 
ids they bound, whole Body they 
urg'd, whoſe Side they pierc'd. They 
ho Crown'd him with: Thorns, ſhall 


With all the World )- behold him with a 
Wrown of Glory. They that ſpit on- him, 


d {mote hin on the face, with the fiſt. of 
ckedneſs, ſhall have: their own faces 
Mred with Confuſton.. - They that ap- 
oved his Condemnation to Death, as a 
iminal, - ſhall be. ſentenced from His 
ith, as their Judge, to Eyerlaſting De- 
ndion. They that ſconrged him, as a 
alefator, ſhall be beaten with many 


Wives. They: that made him {tagger un- 


the weight of his Croſs, ſhall fink under 
 Milt-'and' puniſhment of deſpiling it, 
ky that Nailed him to the accuried Tree, 


Wiveen Thieves and Robbers, ſhall 


ſentenc'd// to endleſs Puniſhment, in 
h'worſe Company. They who gave 
G -2 him 
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him Gall and Vinegar to drink, ſhall n 
be able to get a drop of water to co 
their own Tongues. Where then fl" 
the Wicked and Ungodly of the Chriſ;off* 
IVorld appear ? who: Crucifie the Son | 
God afreſh, ſince he hath declared himk 
to be /o, by his Reſurrection, and the Mi 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, and fulfilling hf 
threatned Vengeance on the Nation of th;7: 
Fews, &C. : 
 -— If the Fews ſhall have a ſorer Conden 
nation than ignorant Hearhens, who nere 
heard of Chriſt, never ſaw / his Miracle; 
or were inform'd of. his Do&rine ; Ho 
(hall we eſcape ? For he will come again 
a Conqueror, and Fradge, 'and not as a wi 
ferer and a Surety, as he came at fr 
and tho? he was-'mumbred with Tranſm 
ſors, and made bis Grave with the Wick 
at his firſt Appearance ; he ſhall herealt 
be attended with the ſhouts of Angels, wi 
excell in ſtrength, and the joyful Acclan 
tions of his Saints, glittering as the Lil 
and paying Homage to Him as the Jug 
of Quick and Dead. He, whom we Iu 
deſpiſed, ſhall then be encompaſs'd hitl 
dyzling Glory, that will confound us. # 
whom we have affronted, will be cloatit 
with a Majeſty that ſhall aſtoniſh us. 


whom we have offended, ſhall be arm 
WI. 
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ith Power, and with Wrath to puniſh us ; 
0088-4 all that continue fo lift up the Heel 
Went him, ſhall then be made his Foot- 
xl: all that refuſe to kiſs the Sceptre'of 
Grace, ſhall be broken 1n pleces by his 
on Rod. | 
"Y The Holy Scripture doth frequently/and' 
"Weorelly aſſure us, that he will cs come 

Win, and for theſe ends. He is exalted, 
d gone to Heaven, as the Head of his 
hch, and the King of Glory ; and when 

foretold his Aſcenſion, he gave a pro- 


"We of his Return. The Heavens are to 


tain him, till che Reſtitution of all thinss, 
Wh his Providence, and by his holy Spirit," 
"We now carries on the Deſigns of his Death :' 
WW when- theſe are.accompliſh'd, he will 
, Whear,, to the Joy of Believers, and the 
nfukon-of the Wicked. He is entred as 
WW * Forerunner, within the Veil, to prepare 
anſions, and to take polleſſion for us, and 
ll notalways leave us in this dark and de- 
W's World. He knoweth our Sorrows, 
= heareth our Prayers, and bottles our 
ars, takes notice of our Groans, and in 
lour Afflictions he 1s afflicted. Being re-: 
led by bis Death, at his firſt coming, we 
Whe ſaved byhis Life,fince he lives to make 
0d his word of coming again. 53 
" Heb.C. 6. 19, 20, & C. 10, 20, 
G 3 How 
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How comfortable is the 1Vews. of it Mie 
how joyful will be the Meeting, to ſuch wiſhn 
expect- and prepare to ſee him ? whenthy 
Seaand the Graves ſhall yield up their Dex 
and all the: Priſoxers of Hope lift up ther 
heads, ariſe, go up, and meet the Lordi 
the Air, and aſcend with him to the He 
venly Glory. But who can expreſs ha 
diſmal a Sight this will be to the Secure, anl 
the Inpenitent, to all who die 1n their fins 
to. behold their Judge (who formerly oi 
_ fereq to be their Saviour ) upon a glorigt 
Throne, and all the Children of 44amſun 
mon'd before his,Tribunat to have nothing 
to anſwer againſt his Charge, and now! 
to eſcape his condemning Sentence ! Thru 
deſpiſed him as a Lamb, offer'd his Sacritl 
to take away the Sins of the World bw 
ſhall no longer do. ſo, when he comes off: 
the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah, to devo 
and deſtroy the Enemies of his Croſs. NM 
they will not own him for their Lora, by 
ſhall cher find he is ſo, by the Vengeance 
will execute. 
| Asa Jeſus, asa Saviour they rejected ul 
making light of his Salvation, deſpiling ulels, 
- Mercy, refuſing his Grace : but the egy 0 
Gaſpel,will then he a more killing Letter ten 
the Law. He who by his Embaſſadors doWlan 


now intreat Sinners to be reconciled, » len) 
o% fk 4) 
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en be as deaf to their Intreaties, as they 


1 ure been; to Hs. Becauſe they would not 
theWern at his Reproof, hearken to the Call of 


is Word, and obey its Voice, they muſt 
ear the Sentence of Condemnation, and 
ue! the Execution of it, whether they wall 
rao ; yea, the Blood of his Croſs will up- 
Wc:id, accuſe, and plead againſt them. And 
hatfoever fooliſh Evafions they now make; 
» continue in ſecurity, they ſhall then be 


d eechleſ5, and Self-condemned. Nothing will 


able to hide them,from the amazing Pre- 
ce of their Judge, or from the Wrath of 


Mie Lab. He then will inflit an intolerable 


xd righteous Vengeance, an Everlaſting De- 

#07, upon all the ignorant and ungodly 
World : The Greateſt, the Stouteſt, the 
Woldeſt of them, ſhall then be humbled, and 
Wind before Chriſt's Tribunal, npon an equal 
eve! with the Meaneſt ; ſeized with hor- 
Wor, filled with guilt, anguiſh, and deſpair ; 
nd find to their eternal. Confuſion, that 
ie Fudge 15 no reſpetter of Perſons, but tvery 
Wn ſhall receive according to his works, "The 
Mohty ſhall not be ſpared for his Great- 
ffs, nor the Mean .man for his Poverty. 

0 Fool! O Wretch that I am ! ſhall many 
len ſay, who now brave it ont in Pride and 
oauty, unconcern'd about a future Judg- 
Wit ! not to be perſuaded by the Terrors 
G. 4. of 
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of the Lord, which I was ſo often wary! 
and foretold of ! What Refuge of Ho 
can I now flie to? What canlI ſay forn 
ſelf? What can I do to eſcape, to die, t 
ext no longer ? I would have no compaſ 
on my own Soul ; I would not ſo muchz 
conftder its danger ; I ſhall now find mn 
from Chriſt, I can expe none : His Mer 
Cy is gone, and gone for ever ! I am lo 
undone, tormented, and muſt eternally! 
ſo. O the Amazement, Horror, and Deſpa 
of ſelf-condemned Sinners in that day 
Vengeance | 

O niy Soul / what is there of greater Cat 
ſequence, or of greater Certainty from ti 
Word of God, than that I muſt appeart 
Judgment, when Chriſt ſhall come again 
Lord, teach me to believe it firmly. to cot 


ſider it often, to lay it ſeriouſly to heart b- 


to a& under the Influence and Power of it 
as long as I live; that at the Great Keſu 
refFion from the Dead, I may lift up my heat 
with a joyful Hope, and find the Juave tt 
be 1-y Friend, my Advocate, my Jeſus, and 0d 
my Enemy, and Deſtroyer. 
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editations of the Glory. of. Chriſt 2 hs 
Gloriſied Saints, and of the thankful Ad- 
miration of Believers, when He ſhall come 
again from Heaven, which ſhall be continued 
to all Eternity. 


HE Terror of our Lord's Appearance 
to. Judgment, cannot | be greater to 
Mc Wicked, than the Comfort and Foy of it 
ill be to the Sainrs, When they ſhall ſee 
im whom their Souls love, aſcend with 
Win to Heaven, and be welcon'd, accord: 
py to his Promiſe, with thoſe endearing 
ords, * Come, ye bleſſed Children of my Fa- 
ber, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, 
before the foundation of the World. **T'was 
ior your ſakes I aſſumed Fleſh, lived on-.. 
Earth, and died on the Croſs,.to purchaſe 
this Glorious Kingdom for. you, . which I 
nw come to give you the Poſſeſſion of : 
Twas. for th:s I prayed and ſuffered.on 
Earth, for :th4 I interceded ever ſince in 
feaven:: I was heard in that Prayer,accep- 
ted in thoſe Suffering, and my Interceſſion 
granted, that where Iam, you may be alſo, to + 


* Mat. 25. 


ws tht 
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implied in them ! What matter of rejoycin 
may it now give me, to admit the Hy 


that my Bleſſed Savior will ſay ſuchworl, , 


| as theſe to me, and bid me ſtand uponhi 
Right Hand, among his Sheep. O what 


exulting frame of Soul will ſuch Expref 


fions raiſe ! How ſhall all my Doubts : 
Fears and Sorrows be ſcattered in a mc 
ment, and ceafe for ever ! O GloriousDg 
when my bleſled Lord ſhall thus publickl 


acknowledge: me for his own, and plead 


my Cauſe againſt all the Accuſations of $ 
tan, and the mahcious Calumnies of al 
his Inftruments } when I ſhall be able tof 


of all my fins and ſufferings, as my Loh 


upon the Croſs, It is, finiſhed, it 15 finiſhed 


My warfare beingaccompliſh'd, being mo 


than Conqueror over all, through hi 
who loyed me, and died for me, and no 
is come to wrpe away all tears from mi 
eyes, as it 'were with the Napkin that ws 


bound about his Head, when laid in tg 


Grave; all being the fruit of his merit 


rious Death. Then ſhall I have nothin, 


more to fear, or wiſh, or beg. I ſhalt 
fend, provoke, and diſhonour him no moni 


ih 
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"4S:by my folly, and ſcandal, diſcredit his ho-' 


j Name and Goſpel : but by conſummate 
vineſs be fitted, to rejoyce 1n his Preſence 
id Love, and celebrate his Praiſe for ever, 
hall never more lament his Abſence, or 
omplain of his Anger ; never ſee a-cloud 
Mc his Face, or a frown in: his Look any 
Wore. Now muſt wait and pray, ſtruggle 
Ed ſtrive, labour and ſuffer, deſire and ex- 
x4, believe and hope, &c. butcher perfect 
eſt and Holineſs, Love and Joy, Viſion 


nd Fruition, Bliſs and Glory, unutterable 1 ol 


deverlaſting, ſhall take place. 
US All the Arrr:bates of God, all the won- 
"WMerful Perfect:ons of Chrift, will theft» be 
*"Winified in Believers, and admired by them. 
Wis invariable Trath will then be honoured, 
"Which they truſted to, and waited for ; 
rt now they ſhall know, and find they did 
ot wait in vain : They hop'd in his Word, 
d ventur'd their Salvation upon it ; and 
"ov they ſhall receive the end of their Faith 
"Wn Hope, infinitely beyond what they ever 
"Wipected, or believed. | | 
W The Glory of Divine Wiſdom will then | 
Wear, when the Conſtitution, Admini- *! 
 Wation, and Deſign of the Mediator's King- 
£m ſhall be fully known, in the admirable 
"Wrder and Beauty of every part of it, 
ththe exa& Tendency of all the particu- 
lars 


Ws dom. 
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& lars to one Glorious End, and the whd 
Undertaking crown'd with fo bleſſed 


Iſſue. What is now a Myſtery even token 
lievers themſelves, and hatha Veil upon 


ihall then no longer be fo; all the Riddkoli 


of God's Grace and Providence ſhall | 
plainly underſtood. O how tranſporti 
a View mult it needs be, when the 6 
of all the Divine Attributes which God ui 
tended to accompliſh, ir and by Chriſt, ſhllWi 
be manifeſt to his Redeemed Saints ! Ti 
whole method of our Salvation, will the 


appear to be the fruit of «»/erchable Wilhin 


' dom, when we ſhall all ſee the Reality a 
* Subſtance, and entire Scheme, of all ti, 
God deſigned, in and by him ; all that mw 
typified of him, and foretold concern 
him, in the Old Teſtament. How wil 
all appear to be the manifold Wiſdom of Gu 
Ephel, 3. 10. | | 

As in uniting Heaven and Earth togeth 
in the Perſon of our Moderator ; fulfill 


the truth of a terrible Threatning in lugſſeaj 


Death, and by the ſame way accompliſhug 

* many gracious Promiſes ; ſatisfying Jil 
{kice, and at the ſame time ſhewing Merc 
manifeſting infinite Grace and Kindneſs 


— 


* Vid. Mr. Charnock of the Divine Attribute Wi n 


on Time and Eternity. 155 
edding of Blood; conquering Death by 


jing, and difarming the Law by Obedi- 
Mice to it, &c. afterwards ſubduing the 


i orld to the Faith of the Goſpel, by the 


vliſhneſs of Preaching ; making men wiſe 
© Salvation, by the Knowledge of the 
nWroſs; and ſpreading that Faith the more, 


lffiy all the oppoſition made againſt it, &c. 


Wow wonderfully will a clear View of theſe 
Wings diſcover, and glorifie the Wiſdom 
God ! 
heel But the Love and Grace of Chriſt; the 
/Wihnite Goodneſs and Compaſſion of God, 
uWill then be magnified in an eſpecial man- 
, What but Sovereion Love in the whole 
Wontrivance and Council of God about 
Wir Redemption? * What admirable Love 
d Grace in the whole Management of 
at deſign ? What unparallePd kindneſs in 
& Accompliſhment of it, by the Sacrifice 
the Son of God? And how Glorious 
Will this Love appear, when he ſhall come 
Win to give us the full Harveſt of all his 


oWirchaſe ? With what admiring Thankful- 


& ſhall Believers then contemplate the 
trarchable Riches of his Grace ? In all 

Parts and Inſtances of his Humiliation, 
Mm his Conception to his Crucifixion 
d Burial ; in all the Evidences and Diſ- 


Meries made of it, from the firſt Promiſe 
to 


| 


: 
: 
I 
[1 
i 
+ 
[f 
1 ; 
*F: 
8 3 
b e 
i 7 
; j 
h 7 
| 
it 
J 


W 156 Devout Refleftions 


to its Completion; yea, from before 
Foundation of the World, in the Coveny 
of Peace between the Father and the $ 
until his ſecond Coming, to Judge th 
World, and deliver up the Kingdom tohj 
Father. | 

How ſhall we then admire, and adore hi 
Powerful Grace, which ſnatcht us as Fire 
brands out of everlaſting Burnings ; th 
effeQually ſhin'd into our minds by he 


'venly Light; conquer'd the Oppoſition of 


our ſtubborn Wills ; Santified our carn, 
Hearts, reſcued us from the Tyranny « 
Satan, and the Dominion of Luſt ; givin 
cheriſhing, and preſerving the holy Sec 
of Grace, and making it Spring up to Eter 
nal Life ; defeating the malicious and ſub 
til Endeavours of the Devil to deſtroy it 
inabling us to indure Tribulation, a 
perſevere to: the end; giving us Vidal 
over Death; conducting us through ti 
dark Valley ; raiſing our Badies, reviyi 
ard reuniting them to. our Souls, and ren 
dring, them glorious like his own Body 
and at length. rewarding our imperial 
Services with Eternal Life. | Yea, tho' dl 
beſt Services were mixt with Sin, our 6 
lieſt Duties ſpotted, our moſt couragia 
Sufferings mixt with Unbelef, yet rewatgſs 
ed, with a Bleſſedneſs, that hath no Allo 


{ 
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cvil, but all the Ingredients of a Perfet? 
city, and. nothing to leſſen and inter- 
pt it. How ſhall we then admire the 
Wuwy of our Gracious Lord, the Freeneſs, 
-Wenderneſs, Riches, and the exceeding 
catneſs, and Glory of his Infinite Good- 
and Grace to. poor Believers. 
With what Ecſtaſies of Joy and -Gra- 
aMitnde, may we imagine, that our Lord 
ill be then admired by all his. Redeemed 
nes ? | | 
Saying, This 1s He, who made our Peace 
ith God, and reverſt the Sentence of 
nMamnation, which we were under ; who 
Wought us with the price of his moſt preci- 
1s Blood, bore the Wrath of his Father, 
d ſubmitted to an infamous and curſed 
Jeath for us. He aſſumed ow Nature, 
nat we might partake of his; became the 
n of 24an, that, we might be made the 
laren of God.;, far our ſakes he became poor, 
nfs we through his Poverty might become Rich: 
1 ſtoopt to bear the greateſt Ignominy 
d Reproach, to, confer Honour on us : 
le was for 4, time forſaken of his Father, 
at we might not be ſo Eternally: He felt Wi 
le ſtroke of his Anger againſt Sin, that Wi 
enight not periſh under it. He was a | 
ln of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
lefs, that we might Rejoyce : His Ago- 
> Ht nies 
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nies and bloody Sweat were for our Rey: 
freſhment, and by his Stripes we are Heal 


ed: He bowed his Head: on the Crok 
that we might lift 'up ours in TriumphMat 
and becauſe we had eaten of the forbidde 
F Fruit, he hung on the Accurſed Trelllh 
| * *Twas for «s that he ſuffered -the From 
of Heaven, the Enimity of Hell, the Raſh 
of Devils, the Hatred and Perſecution oi 
the World: He was judged, that we miph 
not come into Condemnation : He wall 
Crucified, that we might be Glorified 
' and he is now: Come agazn, finally and ful 
O the: Height, and Depth, and- Lennih 
and- Breadth of the Love of Chriſt, whidi 
_ paſſeth Knowledge, but calls for Adm 
ration, and everlaſting Gratitude ! Thi 
is the Bleſſed Day we long'd and- waitec 


and prayed for! This is our Gracious, om 


| Glorious Lord, whoſe Love melted on 
; Heart; whoſe Promiſe was our Suppc 


whoſe-Word was our Rule, whoſe Spirlion 
# was our Comforter, whoſe Groſs: was 0l 


Crown, andthe Hope of his Appearancqpeſt 

our chief Conſolation !' t 
Lord! What am 1, what was 7, that tit 
ever Bleſſed - Son of God ſhould do ant 
ſuffer and purchaſe all this for me ? 1 ain 
remember when I was ignorant "ou | 
| trans 
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ranger to him, at Enmity with him, 
der the Power of Darkneſs, and the 


okWevil, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, 


Wiſtcning to Hell, and liable to his Wrath. 
Wit he choſe me out of the World, ſtampt 


reefs Image upon 'me, pardoned my Sins, and 


brac'd me in the Arms of his unchange- 
le Love. O happy Chance! and yet how 
tle did I prize -his Grace, admire his 
we, and expreſs my own, or promote 
Ws Glory, and honour him in the Eyes of 
ers? How did I diſhonour my Profeſ- 
0 and holy Calling, as his Diſciple, by 
pravated Apoſtacy? But he recovered 
"We by Repentance, and healed my Back-ſli- 


ciWires, and received me graciouſly, - becauſe 


Wt loved me freely. O admirable Grace! 
W pardon, and fave, and bring to Glory 
chan unthankful Wrerch, as I have been ! 
make ſuch a Difference between Me and 
ers, whom I knew on Earth ! That the 
[Wine Power, which makes them AL /erable, 

I makes me Bleſſed! That when they are 
mſht from his Preſence into Everlaſting 


oFeſtruction, I am admitted to behold 


| Glory, and ſhall dwell with him for 

er! 

0, how much more do I now ſee and 

0d, than ever I believed, of the Love of 

it, and his promiſed Salyation! How 
much 
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much more glorious js the Perſon of 1 
Redeemer! How much- more Excellent j 
the Heavenly State, than ever I thonoi 
or expetted ! I could not have imaginel$ 
the thouſandth, thouſanath Part of that which 
I now ſee and feel. 1I cannot -but admire 
and ſpend an Erernity in admirin | 
praiſing the incomparable Grace and Glorl 
of my bleſſed Redeemer. | 
- Such Holy Admiration will certaiu 
produce - the moſt tharkful Adoration 
our Lord Jeſus. Saying one to anothediMWli 
O Bleſs the Lord of Love and Glory ! Willi 
humbled himfelf fo low, as our Mediatof 
and hath exalted us ſo. high, as the bleſk 
Fruit of it ! How can we ever enough ada! 
and praiſe him, who condeſcended fo faſlþ ti 
and 'hath done and - ſuffer'd' ſo much fol 


us? See how the Holy Angels worſhip th_ſ6 a 


King of Glory! And have not every 0! 


of us more reaſon to do ſo? O let all thi 


Quire of. Heaven celebrate his gloric 
Love! And let us his Redeemed, his Gl 
rified ones ſay continyally, Ler che Lora 
maenified ;, who hath loved us, and waſh 
from our Sins in his own Blood, and mat 
Kinos and Prieſts unto God his Father, 
through him ours. 

- O merciful Saviour ! O glorious Changiſ 


O happy Society! With whom we ſhall E 
n3 
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f n@ily adore our Common Lord. We can 
nt Woe of us remember, when we lived toge- 
jno\fer 00 Earth, how, we wept and prayed, 
ind faſted and mourned together, how 
ride ſuffered, and complain'd, and. ſinn'd 
nirether. O- the marvellous Change our 
adeemer hath now wrought for us, and 
i us! Theſe Bodies, theſe. Souls, this 
fe, this Place, this Company, theſe In- 
ments, are not like thoſe in. yonder 
World. But alas, wha can' deſcribe 'what 
Wlicyers ſhall then think, and fay to extol 
ir Saviour ! How {mall a Portion is it 
underſtand of that Workd ? How lit- 
can I canceiye, and how much leſs ex- 
{s? Bleſſed be God we know ſo much, 
a$ the matter of our joyful Hopes; and 
Wi cver Bleſſed be God, who hath. promi- 
Land provided ſych a Glory for us, as 
Wot now be fully known. 
What inexpreſſible Sweetneſs might 
kyers taſt, by rejoycing in Hope, did a 
re lively. Faith realize all this to their 
Ws! We might liſten as it were to the 
outs and Acclamations of the Saints a- 
we, and ſay Amen to their Thankſgi- 
ls. We might behold them about the 
one of God, and of the Lamb, with 
gWJalms of Yi&ery in their Hands, a Crown 
tc Glory on their Heads, and Songs of 
mph in their Mouths, ſaying, Mott 
jeh, 
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jah;, * Worthy art thou, O Loyd, to rey 
Glory, and Honour, and Power :, for thou by 
created all things, and for thy Pleaſure 
are, and were created. And worthy i; 
Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Power, a 
Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strenzth, and H 
nour, and Glory, and Bleſſing, And apai 
Bleſſing, Honour, Glory and Power be i 
him who ſits upon the Throne, and to the Lu 
for ever and ever, 

Whence is it, O my Soul ! if indeed 
believe and expe all 'this ; that 1 & 
Hear, and Read, and Think, and Spe 
of theſe great Things, with no more ardet 


Aﬀections, ſuitable Preparations, importa,.. 


nate Prayers, and vigorous Deſtres! Ho 
ſhould the: believing Thoughts of: that Dai 
promote my © Heavenly-mindedneſs, Sei. 
denial, -Contempt of the World, Patienqgf 
and Perſeverance ? Quicken my Zeal, {4 
cure my Stedfaſtneſs, and give Life a 
Spirit to my Prayers for the haſtening FF, 
it ? How ſhould my ' Soul riſe towarq.. 
Heaven, by holy Love and Deſire ? Aſt 
and meet him, get as near him as I al 
breathe after more of his Preſence, and Ve 
him to prepoſſeſs my Heart, to anticipanh 
his ſecond Coming by clearer Diſcovert 
of his Loye, and fuller Communicatid 


— — _ —— —_ 
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his Grace ? Even ſo, Come Lord Jeſus. 


XXIV. 


 afcerning the Examination of 2 man's Heart 


al 1d Life: the Reaſonableneſs, Advantages, 
8 41d Neceſſity of it. Some "Direftion and 
Advice concerning the Time and Manner. 
That we may know in what Preparedneſs 


me are for Eternity. {1 


Am haſtening every Year, every Day, 
to the period of this Life: .1 muſt ſhore. 
"Wappear before;:my Glorious Judge ; and 
Wocrience theſe Terrors or Comforts, this 
ſſedneſs or Miſery, which 1. have now 


«Wad of. Shall I not therefore inquire, 


tich of the two. belongs to me? Is it, not 
orth conſidering, whither_ I muſt go, 
Wd how I ſhall fare, when I quit this Bo- 
7! What is like to be my next Habita- 
1} To which of the two unchangeable 
lites I ſhall be adjudg'd ? Shall an Inquiry 
much conſequence be put off, to an 
lefinite hereafter ? Do I not deſire to 
Wow the worſt, while a remedy may be 
, Wund ? Or am I content to dye, through 
, W'Wwillingneſs to diſcover that I am 
>? The Queſtion to be, reſolved, is of 
ate weight. Shall I not ſpend ; few 
ours 
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hours to know what will become of ; J 
for ever? Anerror is more than poſſh 
*tis ealie to miſtake; and the hazard of 4 
ing ſo is unſpeakeably great. How mn; 
thouſacids periſheternally, even under if! 
Light of the Goſpel, who never ſirſþet 
their :-Danger ? How ordinary, how c 
mon a' thing 1s it, for Men to be thus { 
ceived}: How ſucceſsful is the Devil int 
Stratagem againſt the Souls of Men ! . JW" 
Is it not then a moſt criminal Stupidit 
to be contentedly ignorant, and unreſolvef 
whetherTam reconciled to God or no; wilif 
ther I am led by the Fleſh or by the Spir 
whether I am in the broad-'or narrow we 
which lead to, ſuch contrary ends; that 
whether, if I die 1n' this condition, I h 
be ſaved or periſh? Can ſuch an enquiry 
frivolous of jrdifferent ? Is the ſaubjeft of it 
contemptible, or my concern init ſo ſnal, thi 
it merits not to be attentively confidere 
Shall I never asK my Soul, til 1 am lean 
this World, (the anfirreſt time of all too 
gin ſo important an Aﬀair) what am I? = - 
whom do 1 belong * Whoſe Image do I brag 
How have Tlived, and what do I do ? Whit 
T love meſt? What do I mbſt conſtantly ij 
»and War and ſeek? How dorh the Pulſe f 
Soul beat ? Is it quickeſt rowards God, # 
wards the World ? Whither am Igoing*N 
will be the final upſhot and iſſue of my mr 


CONT 
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c Woe? 15 it Heaven or Hell 7 muſt be tran- 
f Wd ro by dying ? What ſecurity have T got 
S Eternal Life? What proviſions have 1 
le ? What Foundation have I laid ? | 
Mow ſtrangely infatuated are moſt Men, 
Wo talk of an Everlaſting Life, as an Article 
their Creed, and-fay they count upon 
What they muſt dwell in Happineſs or Mi- 
hy for ever; and ſeldom or never be- 
ok themſelves: in: good earneſt, and 
any time, with a ſetled compoſed 
ciſe of thoughts, which of theſe Two is 
&to be their: Lot. Or if they” begin to 
, Merch and try themſtves,. they come to no 
Wrclzſion, or conclade too haſtilys they 
> off the Plaiſter, as ſoon as it begins to 
art; they are either frighted with the 
Wriid proſpe& of paſt Crimes, of having 
:. {ap'd the groſfer Pollutionsof the World, 
+Wze* too favourably of their own caſe. 
fy commonly do the Work but by halves, 
8010 go from the Glaſs, and forget what 
uner of Perſons they were. 
2 W\<t me therefore, O my Soul! Sequeſter 
of elf from the World, to commune: with 
ſown Heart, to refle& upon my paſt Life, 
Llook into my preſent State, to recolle& 
K review the moſt conſiderable Paſſages 
[My courſe, and time hitherto. O how 
pected and diſuſed a Prattice 1s this, 
8 doth challenge and require our prin- 
| cipal 
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cipal and moſt ſerious Concerns abont j 
And how many begin it, and are diſcoy 
ged, and leave off without reaching t 
end of ſuch an Enquiry ? 
' How much w!/er in this reſpe@ are | 
Children of this World, in their Generation, 
the Cailaren of Light ? Who is ſo exat 
his Accompts between God and his own 
as Tradeſmen in-their Dealings with on 
nother? Who is at the pains to write d6 
his Sizs and his Mercies? the grounds of 
Fear, and the Encouragements of his H, 
or keeps a- Journal and Diary: of his Spirinif 
State? Who doth at ſet times, once, 
Month, or once a Quarter, or even onclſ,, 
Tear, take a juſt view of himſelf, his Hear 
and Life, and State, as a Chriſtian; that! 
may ſee what he hath received and dor 
what he owes, and what he may expect; tl 
he may know whether he thrive or decoy 
whether he increaſe or decreaſe ; whether 
. go! backward or forward; | whether he Wh- 
Richer or Poorer this Year thanthe laſt ! AW, 
is. it -not a Symptom that you. are declini 
when-you love not to examine your A 
counts? Is there not ground of jcalouft apa 
ſuſpicion, that you are behind-hand, beca 
you are loth to inquire, whether” you # 
or no? And unwilling to know the wo 
of ' your Condition ? Nevertheleſs, Wi 
out ſuch Enquiries, and bringing the mall 
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2 Determination, at what uncertainties 

| we live? And how unconceivable an 
ard do ali Hypocrites'and unrenewed 
mers run? And how reaſonable, how 
ry is it that we ſhould know, and 
gder to it, prove our ſelves? We muſt 
refore beſtow Time, and ſerious D1li- 

ice about it, that we may examine mat- 
3to-the bottom, and come to ſome Re- 

«ſo that we may form a right Judg- 

wt concerning our own Caſe. 

& that would do it to good purpoſe, 

| endeavour to nnderſtand clearly the 

15s of the Covenant, on God's part, and 
ours: And take care not to Jndge of 

flf by miſtaken Rules ; by a falſe Stan- 

| that. God will not juſtifie ; or by any 
Characters as will not conclude. But 

+" Men are willing to bring themſelves 
«0 171a/, or to let Conſcience deal plainly ' 
Krh fithfully with them. They are ſtn- 
4 F ſecure, and fee not the neceſſity of ' 
 AWtuty: Or do not ſuſpect themſelves. 
ny preſume they need not be at that - 
We: Or are ſo taken up with the-.. 
Id; that they cannot find riwme and lea- 
brit. And many Men dare not bring 

Hearts and Ways to a Trial. There 

mamonly ſome ſecret Luſ# indulg'd, 
they are loth to let go. But moſt - 
In fin, and periſh Eternilly, becauſe - 

H they 
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|} they think there is no danger of periſhinglflh 
and never Repent, and make their Pex 
with God, becauſe they fancy, and preſun 
*tis done already. 
Therefore let me beg, of thee, mhuey 
thou art, who readeſt this, to put the; 
to thy ſelf; ſeriouſly to admit the dou 
whether you are not miſtaken ; make till, 
ſuppoſition, that you have not hitherto full, 
ciently conſidered the State of your' $ 
You are confident that a/lss well; and ther 
upon are unwilling to. Examine farther 
But for that very reaſon you ought to,qu 
ſtion, whether -it be ſo or not?- Doh 
ask your ſelves ſerioutly,, what - 45't 
ground of your” good Opinion - conceraihh 
- your ſelf? For what reaſon can you: tia 
. conclude? "Pn 
Did you; ever ſeriouſly lay to hearttie 
Charatters, and. Deſcription, which 
-Scriptures give, of thoſe whom Chriſt 
own at” the laſt. day ; and of- ſuch wl 
he will reje& and reprobate? Witit1 
;Feigned Application-to your: own caſe, N 
you. therewith prowd.” your ſelves! 
come to a ſetled Judgment, after a delhch- 
rate Enquiry? and: was the Conclujo By n. 
your Co.nfort and} Joy ? If fo, wilt Wi. 
fluence hath it ſince bad upon your nee 
and Life? Hath it promoted. Purity, I 1, 
fulneſs, Heavenly-mindedneſs, Cong: 
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this World, and ſtronger. Deſires after 


Image, Love, and. Preſence of: God, 
| the Glory of Chriſt? Moreover, /con- 


js not this a good, while. a-go ? How 
re you behay'd your ſelf -ever ſince? 
Wire you not reaſon too look back: with 
Wine? If you but ſlightly:examin'd your ſelf 
Wrnerly, . reſolve to :do.it more: eftectually 
: Review the fins /you have been fince 
Ity-of. And if your havernot done; any 
ing conſiderable of this kind, you onght 
to begin. It is ſeaſonable ' to begin 
year by ſuch an Exerciſe, and it willtbe 
nd of great uſe, | in/-all the following 
ts! of it : Eſpecially -when you come to 
Wanine your felÞb :afteſh, in order: ta 

Lord's Supper. \ Far we! ought: fre» 
mtly: to renew the ſad :Remembrance of 
Pformer Sins ; that ' from time! tor:thng 
may'renew our Reprmance,! which'is the 
ork- of our Life,':and” not» of / one-day; 
ud he that comes ta. the Sacrament, an:} 
look: no farther back; than to the» laſt 
mmunion., may- poſhbly preſume' too 
0; that all was'then, as 1t' ſhould» be; 
Wnot be humble enough. | 
Ifrany- one therefore reſolve! in| $00d 
teſt upon an holy Life, and ſeriouſly de- 
to prepare for Eternity, as it is necell- 
[make a'gencrat Review of his Lite, 
H 2 ſo 
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ſo I defire to afford him the beſt Counſs 
can, in order to it. 

It may be adviſable, (a) if you haven 
formerly begun this Work, to imploy a 
hour at leaſt in a Day, for ſeveral Days f 
lowing, in writing down the moſt conlider 
ble Paſſages of your Life you can remen 
ber, deſiring God's Aſſiſtance there 
and keeping your Eye upon your End, iſ 
the whole ; that is, thinking ſeriouſly thMi 
*tis in order. to Erernity, that you now 
amine your ſelf, Chuſe a place of Retirf 
ment, and the moſt convenient Time, th 
you may not be interrupted, and whe 
your Heart 1s moſt ſerious. - Every mi 
may divide his Lrfe into ſeveral parts, 
from 1fancy till he left off going to Schoo 
or was bound Apprentice, or ſetled inat 
way of Education. From thence, till h 
in ſome Imployment : If a Married Perſo 
till entred into that Condition. And fro 
thence to another remarkable Period, ( 
to: the preſent Time. It may better all 
ſome Perſons memory, fo conſider the 
veral Places of their abode, and compl 
according to them. In each portion 
time, recolle& what ſs you were 
addifted to : in what Inſtances, wit Wi 


{ 4) Vid. Mr. Baxter's Saints Reſt. p. 3. Chap-7s 
F | 
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requency, and with what othet various 
roravations, you committed *em :- And 
hat have bcen the effe&#s and conſequences 
thoſe ſins, to your ſelves, and others, 
jorder to Repentance, and Godly Sorrow. 
Which muſt not be judged of by Tears, 
t Grief, and inward hatred of Sin. Re- 
mbring that no mans the better, meerly 
Wr being examin'd, if there follows no- 
Wins after it. *Tis in order to a-Judgment 
b paſs'd upon our ſelves. *Tis to ſearch 


iriit 07 own Tniquity, our Beloved fin, in 


ler to the Mortification of it. That Go- 
muſt firſt be ſlain, if ever the other 
Fins are conquered. In ſome it is 
de, in others Worldlineſs, in ſome Un- 
anneſs, in others Drunkenneſs, Gluttony, 
, That you may diſcover it, obſerve, 
at ſin *tis you are moſt unwilling to 
t with: Which you could even wiſh 
e not forbidden. 
Which you have formerly been moſt apt 
lead for, to extenuate,or excuſe, & hide. 
The thoughts whereof do moſt frequent- 
(cur ; eſpecially when alone: firſt in 
morning, and laſt at night: And are 
It diſtracting in Prayer and Worſhip. 
Which an awaken'd Conſcience hath moſt 
lnly told you of; under a Sermon, or at 
Crament, or under ſome heavy Aflicti- 
or on a fick-bed, &c. 
H 3 Which 
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Which you canleaſt bear to be reproy'/df 
Which the Temperament of your bo 
aoth moſt incline to. = lin 

Which your Calling, Imployment, Confer: 
pany, and Conyerſe, adminiſter the grealiſh 
et Temptations for. | 

That eſpecially which hath the Thra 


of the Heart, and ſets all the faculties MW 


work, to contrive fuel and opportugitiMfi 
for its Gratification. p 

Obſerve likewiſe what Paſſ:02 was moi 
Predominant in each Period of Time, or 
yet ſo; and what 1ll efteas it hath prodgÞ6 
ced. Conſider farther what dangeroſi 
Temptations you have met with ; how yalſe 


have-fallen by *em, or been inabled to Wn 
{1it, Conifider withal the Time, and tifffuy 


Means, whereby God hath at any time fo 


merly awaken'd, convinc'd, and humblaWtati 


you ; what Purpoſes of Amendment, a 
Promiſes of Reformation you have 6 
made ; and how far you have, or hay 
not perform'd 'em. Recollec& likewik 
the /pecial Mercies you have receiv'd fro 
God in every State and Period of your ul 
in order to thankfulneſs. The laſt Se&tion 


theſe Papers may give you ſome AſliſtaWue: 


therein, and contider what Returus } 
have made to God, for all his Kindnek. 
- You may do well to conſider your Wk 


alſo, in the Relations you have Coane 
tne 


: 
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hers; as [nferiour, Equal, or Superior; 1N 
Emily, Church or State; in your Ual- 
lng, Profefiion, Imployment, &c. And 
examine 102 what wore 0t07i045s Inſtances, 
ou have been faulty in your Relative Du- 
es, How you did ordinarily carry It 11. 
rour Place and Station ; for that 1s the 
beſt, the trueſt Picture of a Man, which 1s 
tiWike 1101 12 his ordinary, every days Habit. 
Particularly reflect upon the'Sins you have ÞW 
mmitted in Company with others. BY W 
thole Example you have been drawn to 
oli; who may probably have been temp- 
roffied by yours, and bewail it; and if th: 
ferſons are living, admoniſh them to. Re- 
wit; and if you have injur'd and wrong'd 
iy, acknowledge your Fault, and to the 
moſt of your Power, make ſpeedy Reſti- 
Wition. If any of your Companions 1nSin, 
re Dead, and you fear died without Re- 
tentance ; hnmble your felf particularly 
efore God, for having contributed to their 
Damnation. I know of ſome who have 
made ſuch a Caralogre of their Sins, with 
tiemoſt obſervable Aggravations of them ;. 
mich they conſtantly preſerv'd, and fre- 
ently review'd, to keep them Humble, 
fenitent, Watchful, and Thankful'; - and 
N-ſome occaſions of ſecret Humiliation, 
live ſpread them before the Lord (as 
zekiab did the. Writing of his Enemy) 
H 4 Covering 
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-overing themſelves with Shame and Conf 
fuſion of Face, by conſidering what thei 
nave been, end thence admiring the Rich 
of free Grace, in the forgiveneſs of 
Crimes, throngh the Blood of Chriſt, 
Examinem', O Lord, and prove me, 
my Reins, and my tHeart for thy Loving kim 
neſs is before mine Eyes, and I will walk i 
thy Truth. Thou haſt ſearched me, O Lt 
and known me ;, Thou knowe5t my Thoughts 
far off , all my ſecret Sins are in the Light 
thy Countenance , and thou art acquaint h; 
with all my ways; ſet my Sins in order bef 
me, that 1 may Repent and forſake them 
Shew me mine Infirmities and Wickeaneſs, that 
may watch againſt them. And teach me to Jud 
and.condemn my ſelf, that 1 may not be judr 
of the Lord, or condemned with the Warlliy; 


XXV. 

How ChriStians ought to examine their Decal 
of Grace and Piety. The greatneſs of thi 
Sin, and of their Loſs under ſuch a Declan 
fron : God's Diſpleaſure, and depart 
jrom them, conſidered, to awaken Enadeaven 
of a Recovery. In what manner the Faiti 
of Adherence may be atted by one, ml 
bath no Aſſurance. | 
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TT cannot but be of uſe to Believers alk 


| 'L at ſtated Times to examine themſelvs 
| Col 
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ncerning their Languiſhings and Decays 


ne: Grace, falling from their firſt Love, to 


Spirit of Indifferency and Lukewarm- 
x, diſorderly walking or unfruitfulneſs; 
hether gray Hairs are not here and there up- 
rthem, and they know it not, For God may 
thdraw by degrees, ſo that his Depar- 


& Sire may not preſently be perceiv'd. And 


Wme kind of Activity in Duty, may be 
mtinued upon falſe Principles, and from 
Mommon Aſſiſtance, while a Chriſtian, as 
p his ſpiritual State, may be under a dan- 
erous Conſumption. *Tis not difficult 
Wor others to obſerve it ſome times, and 
ould be viſible enough to themſelves , 
ld they ſpare a -few hours to examine 
Wie matter. The Puniſhment of ſuch Back- 
lings, the loſs of the quickning, and 
;mforting Preſence of the Holy Spirit, 
klerves likewiſe to be inquir'd into, in or= 
erto a ſpeedy Remedy, and ſhould: en- 
ce the Counſel. 

| mean not barely the Ebbing of Aﬀe- 
W's in the Duties of Religion, or the 
at of Life, and quickning from ſenſible 
nolations, which new Converts, (eſpeci- 
ly ſuch as have been reclaim d. from a 
turſe of notorious Impiety) have more 
at firſt, than afterwards. This doubting: 
« -$1ans ſhould particularly take notice of, 
"WF the Inſtance of the Prodigal, who was 
H 5 £Xtra- 
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extraordinarily feaſted at his firſt Retyr 
but was doubtleſs contented afterward 


h 


with the ordinary Proviſions of his FatheMni 


houſe. Neither doth God diſpence t| 
ſame meaſure to all alike, nor to any ali 


at all Times: Some, whoare called to preafiſÞſi 


er Services and Suffterings, than otheriMte 
or had greater Confliats before Converiof 
may have a greater ſhare than the reſt (ia: 


their Brethren. Neither will the ſame 


gree of Grace imparted to ſome Perſons, 


diſcernably move and comfort, as it wi 
do ſome others of a different Tempe 


*Tis not therefore ſo much to be the mul 


ter of aur Enquiry, ( if at all it need t 
be ſo ) whether we have more or leſs 
ſenſible Joy, in the performance of Du 
But fig 


Whether we are not fallen and decln' 


as tothe inward vital Aits of Grace, and 


the outward Fruits of Holineſs, Whetial 


we have ſuch clear convincing Apprekhet 


ſons. of Divine and Spiritual Truths, aire 
. the Myſteries of the Goſpel, as formerly 


whether our minds are not become mori) 


yain and heedlef6 ; whether our Knowledy 
of God, and of the Revelations of | 


there be not leſs Frequency, lefs Conliſtenc) 


leſs inward. Satisfaction. | in - holy feriongl 


T hovghts 


' Will, beas powerful and eftcacious upon 
Hearts and Lives, as heretofore ; whetiewp 


tur: 
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houghts, than formerly. You were 
ont to pray and endeavour, that God 
night be #rft and /2/t in your Thoughts 
ery day, and by frequent Ejaculations in 
vil affairs, to maintain a daily converſe 
jth God ; but now you mind not whe- 
ter 1t be {ſo or not; yea, you cannot but 


Minow.,. that 1t 18 not thus with you ſtill. It 
{| 2s once your Burden to be peſter'd with 


/Mvoliſh, filthy, worldly, vain Thoughts, 


Wehecially on the Lord's Day, or in the 
witWorſhip of God ; you rejected and dit- - 


wn'd them, you lamented and pray'd a- 
inſt them ; do ſo much as examine, whe- 
her 1t be thus ſti11. 

Conſider all your Aﬀetions, and their 
kreral Objects; and ſee whether a Cri- 
ninal Lyukewarmneſs hath not diffus'd it . 
elf into every of them. Examine eve- - 


ly Grace; and ſee whether your Faith, . 
Whope, Love, holy Deſires, and Delight 1n - 


bod be not miſerably abated; as to the 
Irength and vigor, the efficacy, and fre- - 
quent exerciſe of every of them ; ſo that - 
jour Thoughts of - God are few, cold, | 
nd lifeleſs, without Deſire, Delight and . 
"We. 


= Conſider the Opportmmities of Publick Wor- - 
ww”, and ſolemn Occalions of approaching * 


nee Divine Preſence : Are they as much the 


ire of your. Souls, and. the rejoycing of : 
your; 
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your Hearts, as once they were ? Arey, 
not more eaſily diverted from them, le 
ſatisfy*d and refreſh'd by them ? Arenot: 
Goſpel-Ordinancesleſs powerful and quick 
ning, and your profit and advantag@i 
thereby unſpeakably leſs than formerly 
Do you hunger and thirſt, and pant as thi: 
Hart after the Water-brooks, to draw nig 
to God, and come into his:Courts ? [ 
you make conſcience of preparing before 
hand ? Do youcomewith a real deſire, an 
deſign, and expectation of profiting, a 
bettering your Spirits? Do you join iff 
every part of Divine Worſhip with tha 
attention, ſeriouſneſs, and compaſare offi 
mind, and taſte the ſweetneſs and bench 
of ſuch Solemnities, as formerly ? Are ſuc 
ſervices perform'd with that Awe of God 
with that Humility, Fervency, and Inten 
neſs of Spirit, as ſometimes they were 
Are you not more negligent and unconWl 
cern'd before and after, whether you find 


any thing of this, or no ? Tho? your DehireWn 
ara weak, your Heartsflat, your Thought y 


wandring, your Spirits trifling, ſo tht 


| | work be done, and the-duty be over, (it 


how formal, cuſtomary, and carelebs 
manner, ſoever it be) you conſider it 10 


you lay it not to heart, -you reflect ni ſtr 


upon it, you bewall it not: Or at leaſt a 
Þctter contented, and ſooner quicted, n | 
| taxon 
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S:ke leſs notice of the frame of your Heart 
W ſuch Duties, than formerly. 


Examine farther, how *tis with you as 


MW the great diſtinguiſhing Duties of an up- 
oWiht Chriſtian, ( if performed as they 


vght to be) I mean Secret Prayer, and Medi- 
gion : Are you as ſtri& and careful, con- 
ant and conſcientious, frequent and a- 
undant in theſe, as formerly ? May not 
ur Cloſets and places of Retirement wit- 

$ againſt vs? How ſeldom are we 
here? How quickly are we gone? How 


ily diverted ? How ſoon tired ? How do 


j 
& 
il 


N 
e 
Ol 
INK 
re 
hb 


th 


$ 
10 
no 


art 


ji! 


ake 


hae trifle in that work, and ſhuffle it over 
d take up with the ſhadow and image of 


er ? Our former humble and importu- 
ate Prayers, joyful Thankſgivings, and 
ſeet Contemplation of the Myſteries of 
eligion, compared with' our preſent day- 
Ipraftice, will teſtifie that we are de- 
Wd and fallen. , 

Moreover conſider the Evil of Sin, and 
W your Heart ſtands affeted to it. Is 
t your Hatred of Sin, and Zeal againſt 
much decay'd ? eſpecially with reſpe&t 
Inward Spirituel Sins, fuch as the ſecret 
kings of unbelief, and diſtruſt, pride, 
y, uncharitableneſs, &c. Do you bewail 
\ ſtrive againſt it, and ſhun the occaſtons, 
Ifear the temptations that may lead you 
0 Sin, as once you did? Haye you foe — 
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loſt much of that tenderneſs, and hd! 
Jealouſie over your heart and ways y 
formerly had? Do you not now mai 
more bold with Temptation? Are you 
oftener conquered ? And with leſs Re 
ctance? And by ſmaller Temptatior 
Ec 


Are you not more. Uzſerviceable ? Rodifis © 


and Fruit in a withering condition ? Ge 
leſs honour'd, and others leſs profited 
and edified by your Example and Life 


Do you not adhere more to the World. 


conform to it, and comply with it in ma 


things, which formerly you durit not hay; 


done? And are every day waxing work 
Make a pauſe a: while, and bethink yo 
ſelf, what this will come to at laſt, wha 
even the little Good that remains, 15 reac 
to die. | 

May I not ask ſuch Chriſtians, or deli 
them to ask themſelves; What is alreadh 
the effe&t and conſequence of this Declenh 
fron ? Is not God's Spirit. removed, al 
the Light of his Conntenance Eclipſe 
Yea as to many of them, are they not ulſh 


der ſad apprehenſfions of God's diſpleafurWhye1] 


Do they not feel the terrors of the Lo! 

Do they not walk heavily from day to 0) 
They.,that could once converſe with God 
all occaſions as a Friend, and a Father, d 
now. think of God. and are tony 9 
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Thick Darkneſs doth incompaſs them 
md about : They have loſt the ſenſe of 
Mis Love, the comforts of his g_ 
id their Song in the hight, and fee no re- 

ef This is a more hopeful Caſe however 
than theirs, who are under great Backſli- 
ings and Deſertion, and hardly ſenſible 
{ it. To awaken and aſliſt both ; Con- 
ler I beſeech you, whence you are fallen, 
id what you have loſt, and what will be 
he Iſme of this; if Sickneſs, -or ſome 
mart Aftiction overtake you; or if you 
hould die in this condition. And inquire 
ouſly, and preſently, into the Cau/e of all 

his Evil : For a few tranſient thoughts will 
pt affe&t the Heart,and perſuade to Action. 

Wind do it preſently, becauſe by every delay 
ur work will be. the harder, your dan- 
er the greater, and your recovery the 


"Wore difficult. Refle& upon the Sinfulneſs 
> well as Af1:f:0n of this caſe. Know that 


bu have diſpleaſed God, and run from 
mn, neglected his. Preſence, and griev'd 
6 Spirit, and in. what Inſtances you have 
*Wne ſo, that hath made him weary of- his 
Welling; what Ordinances 'you have 
ated; what Duties you have omitted ; 
tat ſins you have given way to; in order 
Repentance and deep Humiliation. 
Can you contentedly ſit ſtill with this dif- 
| WState of things? , While God hath ſome- 


what 
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I what (yea a great deal indeed ) agai 7 


you, for having left your firſt Love? Wil yo... 


not endeavour to remove that, whic 


* +Hath made ſuch a Separation between Go :; 


and you, and brought you thus low 
What Communion with God, what Conf 
munications of his Grace, what Influence 


of his Spirit, and Evidences of his Favouſ,.. 


have you loſt? And will you not acknon 
ledge your Iniquity, and abaſe your felye 
in the Duſt, and return to the Lord, a. 
do your firſt Works? That he may he: 
your Back-ſlidings, and receive you pralff 
ciouſly ; that you may again take hold c 
his Covenant, and be at Peace with him? 


But to be at Peace with God, is not tic. 


whole of your Concern; you need not onl 
a Pardon, but a Phyfic:an to heal you; lf 
doth a MalefaQor, that is not only liad 
to the Law, but deſperately ſick. Ya 

State is ſriful, and dangerous, as well : 
troubleſome. From performing duties | 


ſuch a manner as you now. do, you ma... 


| -quickly be Tempted to let them altogetie 
Y alone. God may be ſo far provok'd, ! 


ſuffer Satan to.make attempts upon you QF, , 


that kind : (and he is forward enough | 
make uſe of ſuch an opportunity, to try 


his Snares and Stratagems againſt yuh x; 


till he prevail with you, to think hardly 
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od himſelf, 4 unthankfully to' overlook 
Wl his former kindneſles, to put the worſt 
terpretation that can be upon all his Pro- 
ences, to diſtruſt and quarrel with him, 
if his Faithfulneſs had failed, and his 
ercy were clean gone for ever, and there 
re no hope left for one in your caſe : 
Wd run into Deſperation, and through the 


Mtilty and violence of Satan's Tempta- 


"Wons, try the moſt fooliſh and unlawtul 
Weans for eaſe and cure ; either open Li- 
Watiouſneſs, or 1t may be Self-murder. 
Therefore ſpeedy, preſent Kepentance 1s 
Wcllary, to find out, and mortifie every 
wption, and that eſpecially, which Con- 
tence tells us, you have moſt indulg'd 
bdm whence your Diſtreſs doth principally 
Wi : Confeſling your Sin freely, tylly, 
| without reſerve, and waiting on God 
the diligent uſe of all means, for the 
Weovery of that which you have loſt : 
| juſtifying God in his Righteouſneſs, 


_ MWiutn, Wiſdom, Holineſs, in all his Re- 


s, That you may regain a Spirit of 
Wiſer, and taſte the ſweetneſs, vertue, 
leficacy of every Duty, and of every 
Iunance ; and God may give you the 
ment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavi- 
; and the Foy of the Lord may be your 


We Vid. Mr. Gilpin, of Temptation, parc 2, chap. 6. 
; Strength 
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Strenorh, for future ſervice and ſifferinffl * 


In the mean time, do not caſt away yo, 
Hope, but tho? you have (too juſtly) depry 


your ſelf of the Faith of Aſſurance, yet ii 
deavour to maintain and exerciſe the EW 
of Adnerence (a). Say unto God, that| | 


cauſe there 1s forgiveneſs with him, thereh 


he is to be feared, My ſin 1s not too or 


to be forgiven. *Tis not the Unpardons 
Sin : For I deſire to repent, and am 
folv'd to return. I will ſtill cleavyeto 
Lord, and wait ypon him, and follow h: 
after him, and take no other courſe for 


liverance and Comfort. Mine 1s not a iW 


gle-Caſe: 1 am not the only Soul that hi 
been ſo diſtreſſed, and yet fonnd relief 
ſeeking unto God. *Tis therefore good} 
me to hope, and quietly wait for the Salvi 


of God'(b), 1 wyl draw near to Go 


E will lie at his -foot; and continne 1 


ways of Worſhip and Duty, wherein I ma 


hope to meet with the quickening, and co 
fort, of his Spirit : I will ſeek relief fr 
no other; I will keep as near him as 1c: 
whither elſe ſhall I £0, he alone hati 

words of Eternal-Life ; he alone can et 


(what is the fruit of his own lips) Pai 


Peace, 


"vj Vid. Dr. Owen on Pf. 120, 2. 
(b Lam, Zo 26. 


d 
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* will encourage my felt in the conſi- 
zation of his General Grace, and the pro- 


- Whilities of his ſpectal Love : I will recol- 


Wt my former Experiences, when I had 
Wne go04 hope, through Grace, COnNcerning, 
1 Adoption: 1 will remember the years of 


| | right hand of the moſt High. If God will 


Mie me ſo much Grace as to continue wal- 
ng, I will hope ſtill: And though I] walk in 
rkneſs, and ſee little or no Hts I will ſtay 
y ſelf on the Lord, And if by the want 
ſenſible Conſolation, he will: make me 
re humble, and keep me in a greater 
Wimiſlion to his Will, I will bleſs bis holy 


Fame; and derive more comfortable hope 


om thence, than from the moſt ſweetand 
alible Conſolations I ever had; and 
Wok upon Humility, Self-denial,. Depen- 
Mace 0n God, Reſignation to him, and 
latred of fin, as a better ſign of his Love, 
Wan the higheſt fervors of Afﬀection 1a his 
vice can be. 
Oh that I had formerly done as much 
WW! Holineſs, as I have for Comfort ! By the en- 
ment of the one, I ſhould have had more 
[the other : The Exerciſe of Grace would 


Wire diſcover'd the Truth .of it. Let me 


*Vid. Mr. Baxtcr's Method for Peace of Conſcience. 


| theres 
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therefore accuſe and condemn my ſelf; þ 
ſtill truſt, and love Gad, and wait un 
him. Let me reſolve never to chuſe 
new Lord or Maſter, Or take up with a 
Portion beneath God himſelf ; or any wi 
of Hope or Salvation but by Jeſus o ll 
my only Saviour ; neither let me forſal 
the way of Faith and Holineſs, for all tft 
Hopes and Happineſs of this World, if pn 
to my choice. But be always able to fy 
(bleſſed be God I now-can) that 7 mil 
turn to my' former Husband, for then it n 
better with me than now. I had peace and 
freſhment in my former ways, I will return: 
to them. Lord, forſake me not utterly! Ki 
wot thine Anger for _ - Caſt me = Fo 
from thy preſence, and take not thy Holy Spi 
from i Reſtore unto me. the Joy of £ 
wation, that my Heart may be inlarged 
| - praiſe thy Name, and to run the way of in 
* Commandments. 
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— 


XXVI. 
feſſiow of Sin, Humiliation, [and Re- 


pentance muſt follow #pon Self- Examina- 


ton. Advice concernins Repentance of 
Wome particular Back-{liding. The great 

perplexity and Diſtreſs of a Penitent 
Winner repreſented, as a Caution againſt 
Wrttuning to Folly. 


” = 


Hat we may turn unto the Lord, is the 

end of ſearching and trying our Ways. 
4 I have been ſearching my Heart, 
| conſidering my. Ways, but can find 
le or no good; neither can I diſcover 
that is ev// 1n both, But 1 find. enough 
make my own Heart condemn me, and 
« ov, (who art greater than my Heart, and 
"ne all thingr,) maiſt much more; con» 
mn me. I am altogether unclean, 'pok 
ed, and abominable. i 
[fl go about to enumerate the Sins of 
j Thoughts, Words and AQtions, in 
the periods of my Life hitherto ; if I 
lider my Omifſions of Duty, and dayly 
mes by a&tual Commiſſion; If I reflet 
Mn my Sins according to their reſpective 
jects, as either againſt Thee, O God, and 
oſt my Ne:ghbour, and againſt my own 
tor-Body; and compare my Heart and 
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think in how many Inſtances 1 have tra 
greſt every of thy Righteous Comman 


Life with thy ſtrift and holy Las, aff 


'_ 
it 


{ ll 


ments: I find they are more than the haifif 


on my Head, they cannot be numb 


Who can tell how oft he hath offended ? ML; 
of my fins make little Impreſſion on fff 


Aemory, (I obſerve them not, I remen} 


them. not): But this hinders not, but thi 
may make deep Impreſſion on my Corſcrem 


which will one day be awake, and ſet th 
in order before me; and' they are all w 


ten in thy Book of Remembpance, in ord ; 


to my final: Jndgment. Al! my ſins arel 
fore thee): 'But thou requireſt my humt 
Confeſſion of them, in order to age 
and as a part thereof, 'that I freely ; 
knowledye their. hainous Aggravations 


ſhame; and humble my felt the more bf 


fore thee;'whom I have offended and p 
vor. | 

How long did I ſerve: divers Lufts al 
Pleaſtres; with the' negle&t and forget 


neſs of God ? How ſad a Proſpect may 


take of the far greareſt part of my Life pa 
Eſpecially of my younger years, which ha 


been trifl'd away in vanity and folly ! al 
ſince 1 have' known the way of Tri 
how ſhamefully have 1 prevaricated wg 
God? 1 am confounded to conlider, ho 

often I have deſpiſed the Commandmeny 


\ 


on Time and Eternity. 189 
| rebelled againſt the Light; againſt the 


*Micxciples of Education, and the checks of 
*"Waſcience, frequent Warnings from God, 


| Reproofs from Others; contrary to my 
ofeſion, and Experience, contrary to 
Obligation of peculiar Mercies, ſolemn 
"Woniſes, Reſolutions, and Engagements, 
TW a ncarer Relation to God than many 


" Wiers; Which ſins have more diſhonour'd 


Lord, diſcredited his Holy Goſpel, gra- 
Wi the Devil, feandaliz'd the World, and 
agthen'd, the. hands of the: ungodly, 
0 the ſins of others. And alas! How 

ch of my precious, Time 1s. tþ4s. gone, 
Mich if duly 4umprov'd, would now afford 
comfort to review. _ REN 
How much Guilt 'have 1' contrafted 
yy Tear, particularly in this laſt ? 1 now 
un azother, which-will-ſoon be gone, as 
K which was concluded Yeſterday; And 
ll I only advance in Age, to increaſe 
WW: number of my ſins, and heighten my 

count againſt the Day of Reckoning 2: 
Temporal and Civil Afﬀairs; Day wnto 


Wo uttereth knowledge, and Night.unto Night! 


teth Wiſdom, We are taught by Expe- 


y emany uſeful Leſſons, which we ſhould” 


WW «ſe have learat; to reform many Er- 
5 and miſtakes,” to correct many raſh 
| fooliſh Actions, and Speeches, Cc. 

ld ſhall I got leara Wiſdom by the Ex- 
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perience of another Year, in what conce 
my greateſt, my Eternal Intereſt ? $h 
not the reflection on my paſt ſins, preye 


| 
7: 


my Commiſſion of the like ? Eſpecial 
conſidering how my ſinsare aggravated, 


every Mercy I have received ; by every 4 
flifion I have undergone ; every awake 


ning Sermon I have heard; every motion{ 


God's Spirit, and every check of iy 9 


Conſcience that I have reſiſted ; every of® 
of his Grace; every warning of his Prlif 


dence , every invitation and call of 

Word ; every purpoſe. to Repent, and eve 
reſolution T have made to forſake fin: T! 
greater knowleape I have had of my dang 


the longer time I have deliberated about iO 


the oftner 1 have confe/#d my ſin, and bee 
ſorry for it ; every reproof I have had frot 


others,” and every promiſe I have made 


ſelf, doth aggravate, and encreaſe mſn 


Guilt, ' 
How. many Years hath God vouchſafe 


me to' work out my-Salvation ? But ho 
little have I done towards it? Had I die 
this laſt Year, how unprepar*d muſt I hat 


made my Appearance before his TribunalWne 


What opportunities of doing, and receivit 
good have 1 let flip? Have I not made 


more my- buſineſs to ſeem Religions, thi | 


really to be ſo? How much of the Paticndip 


of Gad have I abus'd ? Refuſing his 


on Time and Eternity. 191 
 Repentance, reſiſting the ſtrivings of 
 Mpirit, ſmothering my Convictions, and 
ming the Grace of God into wantonneſs? 
tead of returning Gratitude for all his 
xe, 1 have repeated my Tranſgreſſions 
Str Forgiveneſs ; and gone in # circle of 
L-Mepenting and Sinning, even to this day. 
n 4, 1am aſham'd, and lay my ſelf in the 
owl before. thee. To me belongs nothing 
7 ſhame and confuſion of Face. If God 

wid condemn and puniſh me as a Rebel, 
Ia Traytor, and give me the Portion 
Hypocrites, I cannot but own his Juſtice ; 
n in Hell I muſt doit, with my flaming 
meve and Breath. 

Oſpare me, for thy Mercy's ſake ! Enter 


Ve! 
14 
1 


into Tudoment with i ſervant, for in thy 
e 


ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified ; if Thow 
Juaoment to the Line, and Equity to the 
nmr, Give me Repentance wnto life, 
ertobe repented of, never to be retrated + 
In, Bring me to the Blood of Feſwus, 
ch cleanſeth from al! ſn. Behold the 
aps of a contrite Spirit : For ] acknow- 
tmyTranſoreſſions unto thee, againſt whom 

f ſinned : O Lard, forgive the Intquity of 
Sm, I am unworthy to lift up my 
is and Eyes towards Heaven, vnwor- 

oF to be called thy Son, or thy Servant : 
cnn vile in mine own eyes, becauſe I have 
my ſelf vile in Thine, For this 1 

[ am 
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am troubled, and mourn, and my Soul M. 
grieved within me. ſt 
O thou Heavenly Phyſician of Souls ! fro ( 
thy Pty alone I expet my cure. IF" 
miſerable and uadone without thy Cat 
paſſion-; and expect no relief but fro 
the Treaſure of thy Grace. 1muft pai © 
.and ſink under the burden of Sin, if i 
merciful hand do not ſave me, and lift lf" 
up. I am intang'd and inſnar'd by if? 
Devil and my Lufſts, and without thy &% 
.Cour can never hope to get free. O Loff 
forgive my Sin, and heal my Soul : Deliner « 
ſave me, for thy Mercies ſake. | 
May I not yet hope in thy Mercy? TI 
haſt mercifully born with me hithertdif 
Thou calleſt me to repent ; thou cooif 
mandeſt me to return, and promiſelt WW” 
forgive thoſe Sins, which are confeſſed af 
forſaken: O do not caſt me out of ii 
Sight and Preſence, now I deſire, from" 
bottom of my Heart, to return to the 
I abhor my ſelf, in du#t and aſhes, for my Mi. 
Iniquities. But {as / ſuch is the haranye®*- 
of my Impenitent Heart, that I am «fl 
aſham'd of my humbleſt Repentance : | 
much more may God deſpiſe and reject WW" 
But haſt thou not given thy Bleſſed Soul 76 
die for Sinners ? and exalted him to 
very end, to be a Prince, and a Savin 
give Kepentance, and Remiſſion of Sins? if q 
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rthe word of thy Grace, thow beſeecheſt 
_ Wl (cven the greateſt Sinners.) to accept 
mercy. ; and art- more willing to Pardon, 
Wn we can be to Repent. is thy De- 
Wit and Glory, agreeable' to thy Nature, 
Md declared Name; 4s & God gracious, and 
Wrciful, [low to Anger; and of great Kind: 
jp, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sim. 
Pardon mine Jniquity, for itis great ;, atid 
tive an humble Penitent,, who implores 
WW Grace, accordinf to the Tenor of thy 
WW Covenant, flying to the Arms of thy 
cy, through the Merits of Jeſt Chris, 
is able to ſave to' the uttermoſt, all that 

wnto God by hin. 

Lord, hear my Prayer, and let not the 
ture of my weakneſſes and unworthi- 
Ws turn it into Sin : bnt graciouſly vouch- 
off to look upon a Returning Prodigal ; and 
Wi me to hear the voice of Joy and 
dneſs, that my ſorrowful Heart may be 
worted, and my' life be directed to thy 
uſe. Lead me into the path of life, that 
uy no longer err from the way of thy 
hmandments : Teach me to do thy 
+ Wi, O God, and write thy Law upoh 
MW Heart, that I may'never more retwinte 
WW. 1 am convinc'd of the Evil of Sig, 
My Right to govern me, of the Equit! 
of Juſtice of thy Law, of the Sweetnels 
lRewards of keeping thy r_ Oo 
FA nctifie 
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ſanctifie my Heart, and make me Sound 
thy Statutes, that I may hate every fal 
way, and be devoted to thy Fear, the 


mainder of my Life. 
.* If there be any particular Lu#, or Wic 


_edneſs, which through the power of Temifi 


tation, .and the deceitfulneſs of Sin, y 


MI 


a 


| 
j , 


have fallen into-; that hath waſted Conſe 


ence, and robb'd you of your Peace, 


provok'd God to write bitter things agall Ic 
you ; be ſure to humble your felf wit 


out delay,, in an eſpecial manner, for # 
Back-ſlidivg : Confe& it freely, with 
Aggravations. Conſider whether it y 
not after ſome ſpecial manifeſtation 
God's Love, after ſome ſpecial Warnit 
ſome ſtrong ConviRtion, under or 
after ſome great AfﬀiQion from God, 
fome more than ordinary Kindneſs 
his Providence, &c. And impreſs | 


Thoughts, to humble your ſelf the long 


ſearch into the grounds and cauſes of fi 
Apoſtacy, ſuch as the abatement of y( 
Watchfulneſs, the negleQ of ſerious clo 
Devotion, making bold with Temptati 
too great compliance with vain Compal 
venturing too far in lawful or indif 


Things, too much Confidence in yoſs 


own Wiſdom, $trength, and Stedfaltnt 


10t fearing ſufficiently the A pproaches 010. 
-Segionipgs of Sin, or avozcliog the 


1 - 


; 
: 
: 

” 


By 


C 

ls 
l 
If 
7 
ri 
: 
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ntives, and occaſions of -it, &c. Pal- 
te and diſguiſe nothing, that may make 


ur Sin exceeding finfal, /eft by ſome lit- 


Art of the Devil, you deceive your ſelf, 
an half-Repentance z and the Evil Spirit 


mi think to be caſt out, return again with 
Mer worſe than himſelf, and fo your latter 


Wd be worſe than your Beginning. For 


th - combuſtible / 


the Sin be not truly hated, *but only co-' 
rd over with penitential Aſhes, it will 


ickly flame out ASain, when it meets 
| tter, and a ſtrong 
{t-of Temptation. - £ 


Hit if you are griev'd to the very Heart, 


| abhorr the Sin, and refolve to'quit it, 


ni feed not donbt of God's readineſs'to 


five you to Mercy. His Spirit 1s yet 


Iring with' you, if . you are willing-to 


ent; and return to God. He ſought 


fol, and calld you to return, when you: - 


wandring as a loſt ſheep-in the broad 


7: And can you think he will not be' 
ind of you, if you ſeek him with your” 


le Heart ? Therefore rexew your Ke- 
ence, and beg more earneſtly a Spirit 


| Tf ility, Holy Fear, and Watchfulneſs.: 


Id every Morning implore Divine ſug- 


yolges againſt that Sin, and - all T emprations 
tolls (which, as much as poſſible, you mult 
$1090.) Conſtant'and fervent Prayer, after” 


Wpcatance, muſt be your Refuge, and your 
| 


L 41 Re- 
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Remedy, If you let fall your Hands, th 
Amaſjeck will prevail again.. As ſoon a8 
as far as you fail in the Conſtancy, and Fer. 
vency of that Duty, your Sin will «MM 
ſtrength, and ſucceſsfully attempt you ali, 
ther time. But by this Pratice, God na. 
turgEvil to work for Good, make you gail; 
by your Loſs, ſtand the faſter by your Falk 
and become ſtronger. by the.diſcovery off. 
your Weakneſs, and ſo be better eſta 
liſh'd for the future. | | p 
Bat'take heed that you pervert nat ti 
Grace of God, and encourage your; ſelf tM.. 
119. again ; by the. Suppoferion, that if ye 
ſhould .Fal,, 'tis but to Repent, and rea 
your: Reſolutions, and all will be well, .Thih; 
is aſubtile Artifice of Satan, but ſuch, md... 
thinks, as ſhould take with none, wh 
have ever known by Experzence, what it 
to Zepenr.. Who have felt the burden « 
Sin. to be heavier than A Milſtone; 04087. 
the +weight, of | 4 Aſountain, Who hal, 
taſted, how evih and bitter a thing ut is, t 
t from Ged.... Who have loathed and as; 
F Hhorr'd themfelyes, with deep Remon,.. 
| and-Sorrow, and Anguiſh of Spirit ; wu... 
 ing/With all their Hearts, that they Miri 
not. linn'd.; and if it were in their powers: 
would give all the World to retrieve it; 088 ny. 
would rather-die, than commit that rouhc 
8 Tiuk..23. 30. & 37, 2. 9 162 age. 


- 


04 
as 
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140, they then repented of. Let thoſe 


uW io have not their own Experience to con- 
Wm this, read over (and confider the Caſe 


David, when he wrote) the Peniten- 


ial Pſalms. How many. like him, have 
Woar'd, and cry'd out under the ſenſe of Sin, 
Tf ſtings and furies in their Conſcience, 
{the poiſon'd Arrows in their Souls, and 
is Terrors ſurrounding them where-ever 
hey went ; from the ſenſe of his Sins Malig- 
ity, the apprehenſions of ,God's Anger, 

id tle conſequent .Fears. of | his Wrath. 
Wriows Repentance after great Tranſgreſſions, 
#otber Thing than mott imagine it. When 
Wieir aggravated Sins ſhall beſet them be- 

nd, and: before, be placed in order be- 
Wire their eyes, and fet in array againſt 
lem. *Tis always a work of Defficalty, as 
'as Importance, to. crucihe corrupt at- 
tions, to'tear a beloved Luſt from the 


"Wart, with ſelf-indignation to abhorr and 


Walt away what before you lov'd and de- 


phted in. How did David's Sin ſtare him "| 


"the Face ? It is continually with me, it is 
"oem before re, ſaid He. 11, haunted him 
lie-a Spectre, or like Belſbazzar's Hand- 


ming on the Wall; 'it ſtill appear'd be- 


him in ſome horrid ſhape. | 
"However Sz may ſmile in its firſt ad- 
AF*is, and beſpeak us in flattering lan- 
We, and promiſe Pleafure, and Profit, 


I 4 and- 
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and great Advantages and - Satisfa&ion 


theſe are but fair Appearances; Thisishut 


the ourſide of the Cup, and the Colour 
the Liquor : It will prove Gall and Wo 
wood, and a mixture of deadly Poiſor 


if ever God ſet it home upon the Conſi 


ence, and awaken us to a true ſenſe of it 
And the Continuance of daily Repentanc 
for Sin, which all Chriſtians are called to 


—_— 


is no ſuch caſte matter neither. Conſtan ] 
Selt-abaſement, and Humiliation before 
God, from a ſenſe of his Majeſty and Holiffi® 


neſs, and of: our many Sins, and Pollutiar 
thereby : The umperfe&ion of our beſt Dy 


ties continually to be bewailed ; inordinatge" 


Afﬀections to be ſtill mortified ; always re 


ſiſting and oppoſing Sin, in its Root anjC 
Branches ; conflicting againſt the wholgg* 
Intereſt of the Fleſh, the World, and tight)! 
Devil ; ſecking after more Holineſs, 


be deriv'd unto us by the Grace of Chill 
to: be. wrought in us by his Spirit, an 
* maintain'd by his Power ; and makingdall 


Applications to the Fountain of all Gr: ef 
for ſpiritual ſtrength, to continue our war 
fare againſt Sin, in all Inſtances of ontwagi 


| Duty, and inward Attings of Grace, eve 
as long as we live ; all this is includeqnt 
* Due Apprehenſions concefning , nt 
| (as ſo comprehenſive and difficult&Duth 


would teach us to beware of S:z. 
XXV 


T 


o 


'F 
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Time on and Etermty. "9g | 
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TY ; -XXVIIL nb 
ſhe Neeeſſity of Chriſtian Reſolution ro Up- 
right, Per/everins Obedience ;; how full and 
extenſtve it ought to be, and yer humble 3 
by what means we may be aſſiſted toperform 
' that which we reſolve. | l 


a. 
GEES A. 3. 


a JAying acknowledg'd my Tranſgreſſi- 
LL ons unto God, and begg'd' Forgive- 
;Me5, and experimentally leari'd the Evil of 
ny the bitterneſs of Repentance, /re/olve, 
the future; to watch againſt it more nar» 
:@owly, and againſt every thing thatrleads 
Wit; cendeavouring to pleaſe and honour my- 
bod and Saviour, by an upright; obedient 
Wart and Life. And for the Remiſſion of: 
Wy former contracted Guilt, I truſt to Feſwe 
it, according to the Revelation made 
the Goſpel; of what he is, hath done,'and 
kr'd, and continues'to do'in Heaven, fof 

t Salvation of Repenting Sinners,” who 
Wire to come unto God by Him: A.) 

* But ' how -often,, O "my" Sout#! have I 
armck'd God,* and deceiv'd*my felf, with 
reairmal antd faint-Purpoſes-of Amendment? 
egy good Reſolutions have beerrall of them 
icepibe morireng Cloud; and the early Dew, which: 
5 Py-paſſed away. One -freſh--afſault of 
emptation hath ſwept away-all-mpgodd 
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Purpoſes as a Spider's Web.. I have faliel&; 
{o many, and broke my word fo often. that 
dare not truſt to anything I now reſolye,; 
rely an any. /Promye 1 ſhould farther math 
SUuccoAt me therefore, O: Loxd, by thy pon 
erfal Grace, . that what was defective 
my- former. fruitleſs, Reſolytions, may. bf 
now rectified. Let me be more humble ih 
the ſenſe of my Weaknels, MOre depenc 180k 
on thy Grace,.,and moye- heartily ſeck Mie 
trom-time, to: tine, Strengthen the willlihhe 
Strength in my Soul, meich Ioghs aud Pore fer 
my iuwardrany that Fmay {a reſolve and; T \) 
paſo, as to performs that I may not be aufier 
day hor, andthe next. cold; zealous in thc 
Beginning, but, faint; and, lukewarm ia tifift 
Progreſs; texvent,. and. ſeriqus. only in key 
Jatuing, but: weak and impotent in the Jo 
EMO (i: T5 
[Having <bang'd my 4daſter, my Ena,at 
my; Hopes, by. returning unto; God, troafihly 
whom-L bad - gone, aſtray, 1 firmly re/avgſh 
thraugh, the- allſtance. of his Grace, t 
change my., Courſe, of - Life; that Oli 
things being. done. away, all things may de 

| come New 5 that F. being made free from jul 
by pardoning Mercy, and become the ſervaliif 

| of: Chriſt, (1-may have. my fruit unto Holiadai 

that my End maybe Eternal Life. ln the inſio 


1 


i 


* Rom. 6. 22» 


ri 
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iiehin,whetber [live or diefet it be unto the Lord, 
hatWeflving both in Life and' Death to be ab- 
e, offflutely his. And to that purpoſe, 0 my 
lu! Let me ſcek for continual ſupplies - 
race from Chriſt my Head, to enable me 
4 \ yield ready Obedience, in the moſe 
[ fficalt, hazardous, painfa}, and humbling 
e ifities, In vain do' Þ reſolve it, without 
ale aſſiſtance of his mighty Power, | to 


S pethen my Heart and Hands, when- 


cl am called to ſuch a trial of my Since- 
0 ity. Without it I ſhall never recover my 


prgpberty,. or break aſunder- thoſe Bonds and. 
words wherewith I have formerly. been . 
id Captive, as the Servant of Sin and 


Such-is the Weakneſs and Treache- 
7 +” my-own- Heart, the influence of ill 
amples, and the ſubtlety and- cunning 
.the Tempter, that. otherwiſe 1 ſhall 

y change my mind, and return t0 


y, as the Dog to his Vomit, The Spirit is. 


weak, and the Fleſh fo-frail; the Snaxes - 
the World ſo many, . the Power of re- 


Wunng Corruption ſo ſtrong ; and of my 


lam ſo unſetled and. wavering, fickle - 
Wd unſteady, and prone to back-ſliding, _ 


x it all my ſtrongeſt purpoſes will not be 
cient, without daily ſtrength from a- 
ore. My Senſes are ſo deceitful: my Paſ- 
gs ſo-ungovernable ? the Rule and Law 
im to:walk by, ſo ftrit, and ſpiritual, 
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202 . Serious Reflefions 
and extenſive : Criminal Omiſſions may Wii 
ſo frequent, and fo eaſily overlook; 
many ſeveral and difficult Duties are to} 
performed ; and by every change of n 
Condition,” or of God's Providence, 
many new Dangers and new Duties me 
ariſe, that I fear the iſſue of my firmeſt Relhil 
ſolutions. So ſtri& a Watch muſt always} 
kept; foch Humility and Caution is every 
where to be praQis'd; ſuch ſpeedy Repeniipi 
tance requir*d after every fall; with thankW 
fulnefs and contentment in every State, un 
der all Calamities, (be they never ſo may 
or never ſo pinching ;) and perſeverat 
herein abſolutely neceſſary, though neverj 
many Stratagems be uſed to diſcourage n 
from proceeding, or to entice me to p 
back, or turn aſide to ſome other Path; i 

| ſomuch that if God had n6t promiſed n 

| his continmed Preſence, and that his Grae 

ſhall be ſufficient for me, and that I ſhall nat 
tempted what 1 am able to bear :; | ſhook 

- utterly deſpair of making good what I it 


L: 


| reſolve. 
But beſides theſe Promiſes to encouras 


my Reſolved Obedience, he' hath left upt 

\ Record in his Word many glorious Ex« 
# ples, of his aſſiſting and rewarding the Cob 
* rage and Reſolution of his Servants to cl 
& tinue faithful ; as in the caſe of Joſeph, D 

pie, and his Three Friends, &c. If Cl 
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und by, and ſtrengthen me; I know 7 
: Wt be able to do allthings,, 1 ſhall not then be - 
Witter'd, or- frighted out of the way of my 
oWity; no Wind that can blow ſhall rhex 
Win me to another- Point ;  nothing' ſhall 
w be able to prevail for mv conſent to a 
ful and deliberate forſaking of God ; 
© Argument, no Temptation, though Pri- 
icy, Opportunity,” Impunity from Men, 
With Rewards of Wordly' Gain and' Ho- 
Wir, ſhould all concur to enforce a Tem- 
otion. But, by that Heavenly-Aſliſtance, 
vl fall be preſery'd Humble, Temperate; 
Walt, Patient, Thankful, Self-denying, 
ified to the World, and hold faſt my 
terity toll 7 die; ſtill perfefting Holineſs in 
fear of God, growing in Grace, and'in the 
pledge of Lord and Saviour Teſus 
af, waxing ſtronger from day to- day, 
«Mldomer ſurpriz'd, offend leſs, and re- - 
at more quickly, and watch more nar- 
ly afterwards, till at laſt I receive the 
Wn. | 
pecially, let me watch againſt my Con- 
Mtion Sins, ſuch as 1 am moſt inclin'd to, 
Lwhere a Temptation doth moſteaſily en- 
© where the Devil can take the faſteſt 
MW, and be leaſt ſuſpected; where he hath 
merly ſprung a Mine, and made a Breach: 
ave known ſome humble watchful Chri- 


Ws, after being recovered from their - 
aa Back» 
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Backeflidings,, who abhorr'd; every : Tel 
ptation to #44e 7, by. which'they had bee 
defited 8nd wounded: They can hardly pul; 
vp'a Prayer, bat. they mention it ; hardy; 
have their hearts afleQed in any Ordinan 0 
but they are, inwardly; aham'd of it; har 
ly hear of any' one'; guilty of the like, | 
they are xeady to burit ont into Tears, 
Fix rtheretore, + i beſeech , thee, mirc 
Gracious God: My unteigned :Reſolariom offi 
cleaving to. thee, wh full purpoſe of HearWon 
And-fhew thy ſtrength ig my weakneſs, bf Þ 
inabling.me'to. 4s what T-now. x/olve.\ I 
that: end, teach me to watch qver my Heal (i 
to:keep it. with all diligenee,to be more coniifou 
verſant'with my. owa Thoughts,.cxamiuaet 
the motions that ariſe in.my Heart, whengWiri 
they: come,and whithen they go, and wha i 
they, tend, to,,-that -L-may-/ſuppreſs the 
ginnings of Sin. The'naſearchable DeceuMlr 
Tulnsſs ob the; Heart, the roviogs, ſtraglingWith 
and wandrings; af the ;7oughrs, the ungaiſon 
.  vernable motions and ſtirrings of the, 24 
fianrrand: Aﬀections, . with, the corrupt ne 
natiays; that are ready to.comply. with Te 
ptatian, make ſuch a. conſtagt Watchfulndiſ 
_ neceflary, Let me live,no longer as a {tragic 
ger to-my-ſeli, but by Self-Refleftion dee 
more: at. home, / reckoning my. pruncipne 
Work to be within-doors, to keep my « 
Vineyard, Teach me to watch was | 
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enWaſes, to guard the door! of my Zips, to 
Wreramy Paſſions; to, be wary 13 the: Chorce 
ph wy Company, and in\ the: my Uſe of 
ay; to be Circumſpe& in every ſtep of my 
xelluly walk;.'to call my ſelf frequently to 2 
eckoning, to caſt up my Accounts at the 
ot of every, Page (by every days review of 
7 AQtions,) [to live always as-i God's 
ſence, and be awed. every where by the 
5 ORRODE.N of his. \Hely Eye: to ſhun the occa» 
1 Wors and appearances of Evu; ©, : | 
bl By the negle& of this, Spiritual Diſtem- 
rs will infeaſibly creep uport. us. - There 
a ſnch a- yeaom'.and- malignity-in Stn, to 
ound: and weaken the Soul, ; to: put-us off 
ue Hinges, to-diſorder and unkt us for any 
1Wiitual Sexvice, to make:our Hearts vain 
| frothy, lazy and 'liftle(s, that we ſhall 
uy let fhip-our ; Opportunities, loſe-our 
realons, and languiſh and. pine\away, not» 
waitſtandang; all the:means of thriving:and 
zonth, - And hence: it /1s/ that ſo many 
aelſors mourn. and complain, lick the 
Cn 
pf IP 2 ' , NP 
ren under the moſt: fruitful means; 
auace it is they, do little: Good,” as: well as 
recs little Comfort ; ſome- Duties are neg- 
ed, . and. otbers _ perform'd: ſlightly; 
L 1n none of them do they meet with 
wweetneſs and Satisfation, that  Re- 
WY; treſhment, 
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freſhmeat, ' and- Advantage, * Fruit x 
Benefit,''as'' formerly.” [And all from if 
negle& of Warchfulneſs, making bold wil 
Temptation, .and not ſtandin nDon the 
Guard in the uſe of their Chriſtian 4 
moon, 7706. 777 01s 21h0 , 
And becauſe 'no Place, -no Condition 
no Tmploymeiit is exempted from Tem 
rations, Jetme any my ſelf every mornir 
againſt all Aſſaults for that day, by Seric 
Prayer, as 'Holy David' was wont to ( 
My voice (faith he) ſhalt thou hear in 
morning, O' Lord, in the — will I dire 
my Prayer unto thee, and will look up, Pal, Win; 
V.'3, 4. Let the Law-of God”'be my dai 
and delightful ſtudy. - that I may be ablep 
ſently to bring 'my Words aiid AQions We 
the Touchſtone; and know: how to mn{Wki 
nage the ſword of the Spirit,” on'all occalioniiſn, 
againſt the fiery Darts of "the Devil : 'T\t 
knowing the Rule, I may not be doubti 
or at a loſs; whenever 1 am tempted, WW 
may not make a ſtand to parity, but imma: 
diately ſummon all my forces to-reſift, a 
reje&t the Snare; being aſlur'd from Gt 
that the Continuance of this Warfare 
end in- a moſt Glorious 'Victory, He 
ſhortly tread down Satan under my feet, The) 
be.to God, through Jeſus Chriſt, my-Lora. Wk 
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XXVIII. 


Import, and Obligation of our Baptiſmal 
Covenant. The renewal of it by a ſolemn 


, MPcdicatioh of our ſelves ro God the Father, 


"500, and Holy Spirit, exemplify'd and re- 


"Wcommended. 


| LL this, O my Soul, which I have 
now - reſolv'd on, is no more than 
ut I am obliged to by my Vow 1n Bap- 
0; to renounce the Deviiand his Works, 
ge Feſb and the Luſts thereof, the World, 

pid Conformity to it, that I may Love and 


ne the Lord : Agreeable to the undoubt- 
Right which God hath in' me by Crea- 
on; Redemption, and his innumerable o- 
tt” Benefits. But the outward waſhing of 
iſm, and a viſible profeſſion of 'obedi-- 
rt, will nor ſave me, without the" Anſwer of 
ned Conſcience rowards God; 1 Pet. Chap. 3- 
F221, - May I not by the confideration'of 
FJ Baptiſmal Covenant ſuppoſe God fpeak- 
Ito my Conſcience, to this 'effet? © Will 
you take me 'for your whole Portion \and* 
telicity > And my Law for the-conſtant* 
Rule of your obedience ? And fight*a- 
Muſt the World, the Fleſh,/and the: 
Uvil, to your lives end?. Will you be- 
': ,*_ 
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© lieve in Jeſus Chriſt, and receive him x 

*© Prince and Saviour? And adhere tov 

* faith and obedience of the Goſpel, hol! 
"* hazardous and difficult ſoever the profelÞ 

” fionand prattice of it may be? Will ya0 
* receive the Bleſſed Spirit as your TeachefM 
* Santifier, and Comforter ? and cherif 

* all his Motions, to enlighten, purif 

* confirm, comfort, and aſſiſt you? 

my hearty conſent to rheſe Terms, and t 
ſolved 'compliance. with: them; 'whichB4 
tiſm-obligeth to; | and; tis | 55 che Anſwer 
4 good Conſcience towards. God. 

_ I have often reaewed rh+is Covenant on Wit 
veral Occaſions; but did! 1 ever duly coy 
ſider-the 'tenor and obligation of it ? Hol 
bave-Ilyed unto-the God of Truth ? Deaf 
deceitfnlly-with: him ? and: been Falſe a1 
Fickle; Treacherous and:Unfaithful to wight®0 
F promiſed ?. © let-me-now again repeat! 
and give up my {elf once more. to be uo 
Lord's, more unfeignedly, more firmly thſ6 
ever; Lhaye hitherto done !. That the Bong | 
of God upon me, may be ſtrengthened; air 
my Soul more throvghly ingag'd to be tl 
Lord's: Ohelp me todo it with the greateg® 

ſeriouſneſs, as-the moſt important Aﬀar 
my whole Life! By thine Aid and Grages 
alene,ſhall 1 be ſincere and cordial in this 
render,and Dedication of my felt, O breany 
upon my Soul, molt Holy Spirit, (4 Fm 


a 
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be higheſt ) that there may-be no Hy- 

Kcrifie, or Reſervation, in this ſo weighty 
| folema Tranſaftzon - between, God and 
| 


[0 moſt Bleſſed and Glorious TRINITY! 
Mer, Son, and | Holy Spirit, thy favour 
May Life, and thy Loving kindneſs is bet- 
M than Life : Thy WHl ſhould have been 

(Rule, thy Word my Law, thy Glory 

End, to pleaſe thee my principal Bult-, 
86, and to enjoy thy Love and Preſence 

ve} {ultimate Felicity. But I am one of thy 

wed Creatares, who have loſt thine I- 

Wee, and rebelPd againſt thy Law, fſlight- 

Miby Authority, , and rejefted thy Grac 

oF deſerve to be calt out of thy fight, 

aMilht from thy Preſence forever. Ne- 
 afthicleſs, O moſt merciful God, and Father, 
0 thy gracious Invitation. and Call, [ 
return to thee my Tightful Lord : ac- 
puledging' thee, as my Almighty, Wiſe, 

| bountiful Creator, my abſolute Qwner, 

| Righteous. Governour, my End, my 
ulWpinefs, and Chief Good., I. ew accept 
chile offer'd Mercy; I now ſubmit to the 
ter of thy Grace; and give-up my ſelf 
Thee, as. my' King, and my- God; to 
and fanctifie me now, and be my Ever- 
lng: Portion, | I deſire to be no longer. 
but Thine, to whom of right I be- 
and ought to be devoted... 1 yield: 

$ wy 
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my ſelf to Thee, O my Lord! Accept aith1 
poſſeſs that which is thine own. 1 lay offiad 
ſelf at thy Foot, at all Times, and in &« 
Conditions, to be at thy diſpoſe, and Mo: 
every thing to acquieſce in thy good Pleiffer i 
ſure, © 'Deliberately reſolving, with offs t 
feigned -and free conſent of my Will, ho: 
walk before Thee in Holineſs and Right Ci 
ouſneſs alt the days'of my'Life. - Heret 
conſecrate and devote my felf to be thy pal 
etual, Avowed Servant: Lord, 1 an i 
firvas, 4 am thy ſervant, the Son of tl 
Handmaid, Thoughother Lords have} 
dominion over me, I will now make me 
tion of thy Name, and of thy Rightec 
neſs ozly, by Jeſus Chriſt. 

O bleſſed Jeſus, my All-ſufficient Savion 
Thydying Love, infinite Condeſcention, 
matchleſs Grace hath at laſt overcomemh 
and conſtrain'd'me to refolve to be whol 
Thine, who haſt redeem'd and bought 1 
with thy moſt precious Blood. I now 
knowledge and own Thee, as' my Lord, 
my Feſus, my Prophet, Prieſt, and Kingj! p 
Sacrifice, 'Surety, and Ranſom, to 12; 
for my Sins, and- reconcile- me unto G0diFo, 
to inſtra&t me -in his Will, 'and teach 0 
the Myſteries of his Kingdom, and the vlh'n 
to the Father. How often haſt thou oP 
thine arms, and called me, yea beleecmy 
me to come unto thee, and accept of Lv} 


I p 
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| refuſed to come. I adore thy merciful 
xdeſcention, that yet . thou wilt receive 
-0n ſuch eafie Terms. 

0 thou Lord of Life and Glory, now ac- 
left of an unworthy helpleſs Sinner, who 
es to Thee as his only Refuge and Hope ! 
ll, Wo is convinc'd, that None but Chriſt, None 
gl Chriſt can make his Peace with God, and 
eefrom wrath to come. I acknowledge thy 
Wile to me, and my Obedience, and to all I 

" Sire by dying for me. I defire to take 
rYoke upon me, for it is Ealiez and thy 
en, which is Light. I deſire to be 1n- 
ly, and for ever thine, i an Everlaſting 
want, never to be broken: To take up the 
tfs,and follow thee, whitherſoever thou 

It lead me; through the ſtraight Gate, 

nd the narrow way. 1 will reſerve no Luſt, 

"Mfuſe-no Labour, grudge at no Suffering, 
088k at no Difficulty, fo I may pleaſe, and 
nour thee, and continue in thy Love. O 
ed abroad more of thy Love in my Heart, 
make all Things eaſie for his ſake, who 
hleved-me, and waſhed me from my Sins in 
0 Blood. 

0 God the. Holy Ghoſt, Iacknowledge Thee, 
my Great Teacher and Santtifier, and give 
my ſelf to Thee, -as the Author of all 

Wing Knowledge and Holineſs: By Thee 
Ware been conviac'd of my Sin, open 
"Law of God, and the Goſpel of = 


j] 
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and of my neceſſity of his Merit; Sati a 
tion, and Righteovſneſs, to juſtify 
guilty Soul, by procuring the Forgive, 
of Sin, and my Acceptance with God; if, 
of the freeneſs of his Love, ' the Riches 
All-ſufficiency of his Grace, towards all 
come unto God by him. I adore 
O moſt bleſſed Spirit, as proceeding, and (, 
from the Father and the Son, to renew ; 
the Powers of my Soul, and reſtore 
Divine Image there; to enlighten 
mind, to-know and receive the Truth, 
it is in Feſxs, and purify my Heart: and. 
ſanRQifie all the Members of my Body, i 
make them Inſtruments of Rijighteouſt 
unto Holineſs, which before were Ser 
unto” Sin; and gradually to deliver 
from 'the power, the defilement, and Mc 
bode of Sin ; as from the Guilt and} 
niſhment by the Blood of Jeſns. And 
the Wirneſs of God to the Truth of lll 
Holy Scriptures; and as the Great Pſi; 
clete, to comfort and eſtabliſh the Hearts; 
Believers, ſealing them up to the day 
Redemption, and giving them the Eariils 
| of the Heavenly Inheritance. 0 bee, 
it, be thon my Witneſs, that though I line. 
| violated the Law of God, and defac'd i 


Image, and formerly undervaln'd the Lol, 
F of Chriſt, and the Grace of the Golpdl 
&. yet by thine Aid, I mow accept what Tue 


| 


on Time and Eternity. 1213 
negleted: And thankfully devote 
Corivard to be the Lord's, in a 
nant Relation. 
ut fearing and diſtruſting my ſelf, 
up my ſelf entirely to the condu& 
thy Grace, depending upon it for my 
lhment and perſeverance. O form 
Heart into an obediential Frame! that 
very thing I may endeavour to. anſwer 
Ends and Obligations of this Devoted 
To this One God | have once again dedi- 
d and reſign'd my ſelf; to ſerve, and 
2 and honour Thee, in Thought, 


Weird, and AR, to the laſt moment of my 


: In the Performance of all Duties,cven 
; which I have been moſt averſe from ; 
he mortification of every Zuft, and the 
aking of every Si”, even thoſe which I 
once moſt addifted to.: Reſolving de- 
rately to allow my ſelf i nothing, great 
latle, ſecret or open, which I ſhall know 
tlieve to be contrary to thy holy Will; 
ing it my buſineſs to be fruitful in good 
brks, to the Praiſe of my Redeemer, 
ling in the uſe of all his appointed 
s, for higher meaſures of Grace and 
neſs, to be more Victorions over in- 


JW Luſts, and outward Temptations, ſtill 


| | | «nd holy Calling, even Eternal Life. 


we-rowards the mark for the prize of my 
I cali 


% 
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I call Heaven and Earth, O Ini 
witneſs this day, That I own and a5 
this to be my 44nd, and the ſerled Prey 
ing Purpoſe of my Soul. This I again 
tihe and confirm, without any Clauſes, Wreb 
Exceptions. - So help me, O my God. (ff. 1 
ry be to God the Father, God the i 
and God the Holy Spirit. 


XXIX. 


Praftical and Conſolatory Refle&tions mn th 
preceding Self-dedication, or Coven 
with God, | 


Have this day ſolemnly Avouched 

Lord to be my God, to walk in 
ways; thereby to fortifie my Reſoluti 
that 1 and my * Houſe, (and All that! 
perſuade to. be of my mind) ml ſerve 
Lord. 1 intend, deſire, and hope never 
fully to Violate the Fairh, which I bal; 
now plighted in the preſence of God; | 
to continue ſftedfaft, unmoveable, 
abounding in the work of the Lord, &c. I 

Should I undertake any - new Imp] 
ment, or enter into any new Condit 
or change the place of my . Abode, wit 
1 might ſee more of God's diſhonour, i 


4  * Deut. 6. 17, 18. 
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{Wet with more and ſtronger Temptations 
md 5in, and be called to the performance 
Wmnore difficult Duties, greater Watchful- 
& and Self-denial,, &c. I would hope 
s Wreby to engage the Preſence of God with 
W. and his Bleſſing on all my Aﬀairs, (on 
ich depends the ſucceſs of all that 1 
jertake : ; ) and wonld hope the better 
preſerve my Integrity, not only Thes 
, but in all the remaining portion of 
t Time, - by the abiding ſenſe of my 
mart with God, thus ſeriouſly re- 
ed. | 
his is the Method 1 have been oftey 
id to, for Peace of Conſcience, under 
Its and ſcruples concerning my ſpiritual 
t; to put the matter out of doubt, by 
" accepting the offered Mercy and 
Wie of the Goſpel; and heartily conſent- 
to the New Covenant : giving up my 
"Sto God in Chriſt, to be ruled and ſaved 
lim. Bleſſed be God; T have now done 
1 WI Lord, ſay Amen, to thy part of the 
"enant, that Thou art, and wilt be my 
; as I deſire unfeignedly todo to mine, 

We! will be thy Servant. 
it becauſe Articles are ſooner conſen- 
to, than made good ; tho? I ſeriouſly 
0d never to diſown this my ſolemn A&t 
Deed, but firmly to adhere to it, as 
[& 1 live ; that having ſworn, 7 will en- 
deavour 
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deavour to perform it, that this ſhall be offi, 
Everlaſting Choice, never to be recanWr; 
or alterd, yet ) conſidering the ſad / 
ſtances of my former Weakneſs, and ti; 
Vigilance and ſubtle malice of my Grey 
Adverſary, I again implore the ſuccour Sir 
Divine Grace, to keeÞ it for ever in the poli 
Poſe of my Heart, that it may be « 
Laws of the Medes and Perſians, never to 
reverſed. I have given up my Name toWh; 
Thine ; O put thy fear into my Heart, thafffr: 
may never aepart from Thee ! Imprint 
Laws upon my Heart, that my Obedie! 
may be uniform and univerſal, unwarh 
1ng and perpetual ; ſuitable to ſo hondifir 
Table and near a Relation to Thee ! | 
ſenſible 1 want Wiſdom and Strenoth tot! 
purpoſe, but thou haſt bid me ask it 
Thee, . who give#+ liberally to All, witie 
deſert, and wpbraide#t not, with preſeat 
worthineſs, or former faults. O lead 
not into Temptation, but deliver me from 1 
Stand by and ſtrengthen me in the Ft 

of Trial, leſt I forget my Vows, and oh 
thee. O that my Sou! may never Uh 


back, leſt Thine have no pleaſure in! 

I can ſerve no better Maſter; O let 

Fars be bored to the door of thine Hal 

as the Token and Aſſurance of my Vi 

thy Servant unto Death. I know 'ti 

Duty, 1 am ſeaſible *tis my Privy 
o0l 


» 


ben 
Set and Felicity ; my Soul, my Life, my 
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gnour ; I am convinc'd, that *tis my-In- 


ſent and everlaſting Welfare, and All de- 
ids upon it, that thou ſhouldelſt be my 


for ever : O conduct me by thy Holy 
Sirit of Grace, that I may walk, and 


> as having heartily conſented he ſhould 
ſo; and direct my Heart into thy Love, and 
faithful keeping of thy Commanaments : 
it when ſo many Profeſlors make ſhip- 
ck of Faith, and a good Conſcience, 


Wd diſcredit the Religion of my Lord, by 


ir ſhameful Falls,' thon may*ſt make me 


W and, and improve the warning of their 


tmples to walk hambly ; and while 2 
nd, to take heed let I fall. 

Having thus ſurrendred my ſelf to God, 
at is there, O my Soul ! that 1s ever like 
prevail with me to go back, and-revolt 


ot Wm him ? 1s the gratification of a Zu#, 


ſecuring of an Eftate, compliance with 
Friend, the pleaſing of a Superior, Uving 
Eaſe, and Honour, and outward Proſperity 


Wr alittle while, the ſaving my Body from 


fering, or my Life from Y7olence, or what- 
elſe be the motive of my Untfaithful- 


ls to God, and Apoſtacy from him ? Is. 
nn, is A of theſe any way conſiderable, 
JWnpared with the Bleſſedneſs of having God 
te my God ? For thereby I have the For- _ 


© W'erels of all my Sins 3 and the Aſſurance 


K 2 of 
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jf of his Favour ; the certainty of prefeg 
If Protection, and Proviſion ; all Creatur; 
reconciled to me, and to be employed fff” 
my Good, as the Friend of God ; all" 
things to work together for my Adyy 
> tage ; and by the evidence of my Adoption 
a well-grounded Hope of Eternal Lif 
God, as my Sun and Shield, will oive Gra 
and Glory, and with-hold no good Thing, 
unſpeakably Comprehenſive are the Prin 
| leges of ſo near a Relation to God in Chril® 
wx O happy are the People who are in ſub; 
Wi caſe! Bleſſed are the Perſons whoſe God 
Wh the Lord, | 
Do TI refolve to abide by my Choice, a; 
to truſt in Chriſt for Perſevering Grace 
And ſhall I not, o#ghr I not to take Conf” 
init? Shall I not give God the Glory 
his infinite Goodneſs, by adhering to hin 
and rejoycing in him, notwithſtanding ; 
Temptations to the contrary ? Caſting: 
my Care upon him, and quieting my 
in the All-ſufficiency of my Heavenly: 
ther ; having a God in Covenant, who wi 
4 ſupply all my wants, and take care of ma. 
as his own ? Shall 1 not. give him the Glo: 
of his Truth and Power, by truſting hm 
every Condition ? * By Confidence in Mi 
Promiſe, Dependance on his Word, Faitif 
tulneſs to his Intereſt, and Conſtancy Wh; 


Qis Service to the end? Is it not a mo” 
| enco 
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"Jcouraging Thought, That God doth ne- 


w abandon any, who do not firſt forſake 
m? And after ſach ſtri& Engagements, as 
have laid upon-my ſelf, ſhall L ever ſtrike 
x fatal ſtroke with my own Hand ? Shall 
..Mbe off and on, ſay. and unſay, promiſe 

Wd retrat ? And after I have proceeded 


"a far, ſhall I forſake the Fonntain of 


, Wiring Waters, and: turn: again. to broken 
.ilterns ? 


" WAfter I have examin'd my ſelf, conſi- 


rd my ways, confeſs'd my Sins, and upon 
ious Deliberation am come to a Reſolve, 
| in purſuance of it, have devoted my 
f with ſuch ſolemnity to be the Lord's, 
11 eyer, after this, forſake Him, and my 
1 Mercies, and lightly eſteem the Rock of 
, Wh Salvation ? Now I havelearn'd, in ſome 

taſtre, what Sin is, by the ſorrows and 
Meuiſh of an Hearty Repentance ; now I 


Moe diſcover'd ſo much of the Snares and 


krices of Satan, whereby I have former- 
Ween betray'd ; now I am ſenſible of the 
Wozecrous and powerful influence and infe- 

on: of bad Company ;, the Treachery . of 
Willy Luits ; the bewitching Temptations 
the World; and have taſted a little, by 
j own Experience, of. the Pleaſantneſs 
[Wiſdom's Paths, the. Peace and Satis» 
{&10n of Devotedne(s to God, by the pre- 

lt Rewards. of a. calm Conſcience, the 
K 3 COM= 
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communications of Divine Grace, and 
Encouragement of an Holy Hope, Gc. ai 
am perſuaded of the Stability of his Worllf 
and the Certainty of Eternal Life to ; 
who continue in Well-doing ; ſhall I, f 
all this, ever break with God again ? $h 
Fever cancel this Engagement ? violateth 
my vow ? and fallifie fo many repeated Profiſ 
miſes and Reſolutions ? | 
Oh,that his Power may reſt upon me! aff 
his Grace work in me, both to will, and 
do ! rhar this God may be my God for ever, 
Guide unto Death. [et me never re-aſſunÞ 
this Gift, and Surrender of my ſelf, ord 
frand God of his Right and Propriety, 
1am, and him I will ſerve : living wholly 
Him ; uſing all 1 have for him '; beingfſ 
willing he ſhould do what he liſt with 
= own, and conſequently diſpoſe of me, a 
* of all that any way belongs to me, as | 
| - ſeem good in his eyes., Tam Thine ;, Olo 
F . fave me. Command me my work, 4 
point me my Duty, direct my Station, 0 
der my Condition. Let me be Thize, ti 
employed in the meaneſt ſervice, and tigport 
moſt laborious ſelf-denying work. Ti 
ſhould be but  Door-keeper in thine Huff" 
tr Hemer of Wood, or a Drawer of Wag, 
Tho” I muſt pinch the fleſh, and ſwim again 
the Tide, and renonnce what before 19 
lued : yet This God ſhall be my God for-evg 
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d tif By this means, when I come to die, 
f God ſhould add more Years to the lit- 
enumber I have paſt, beſides rh I have 
Mw begun ) I may be able: to ſay, with 
rright Hezekiah, Remember, Lord, how 1 
ve walked before Thee in mine Integrity ; that 
S the face of Death, and the: Grave, in 
W: view of another World, and the near 
rſpect of Etermity, 1 may be able to Re- 
! aS$jce in Hope, and ſay, Lord Feſrs, Re- 
Wive my Spirir, Thou art my Saviour, and 
have waited for thy Salvation. I have 
Wight Thee with my whole Heart; 1 
we choſen thy Favour, rather than World- 
[Grandeur and Proſperity ; I have prized 
Love, and endeavour'd to obey Thee, 
4 the beſt Expreſſion of my own ) tho? 
With many ImperfeQions, which I bewaill ; 
lave delighted more in thy Service and 
eſence, than in the Pleaſures of Sin and 
orf@Fanity ; thy Teſtimonies have been the 
Wy of my Heart; I took no delight in the 
mpany of the Ungodly, after I was de- 
Foted to Thee; O let me not have my 
Wortion with them in the other World ! 
hoFWortifie me now againſt the King of Ter- | 
brs, ſtrengthen me in this my laſt Con- 
Wit, enable me to triumph over Death, by | 
oe Croſs of Chriſt (my viftoriome Redeemer 
[vagpd carry me through the dark valley, at 
ve divorce. of Soul and Body ; and grant 
K 4. me. : 
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me an abundant entrance into thine Hel 
venly Kingdom ; Let me be numbred # 
- mong thy Choſen, and my Body wait j 
Hope, till the General Reſurrection, thlf 
I may then fſce thy Glory, and dwell wid 
Thee for ever. 

I gave up my ſelf to Thee, and don 
repent my Choice ;z, acknowledge me ng 
for Thine, and da; notr loſe that which $ 
thy own. Lord YJeſas! Thou haſt pa 
my Ranſom, - to deliver "me from Satut 
and from Eternal Wrath z/ Oh, do not ao 
rejc&t me, and caſt me off. Is it not thin 
Office and Covenant, to ſave thoſe thy 
Truſt in Thee 2 Oh, remember thy Wor, 
unto thy Servant, wherein-:thou haſt cau 
{ed me to Hope, . when I ventured my Sal 
vation on thy Promiſe; 'and truſted to th 
Gracious Word, for Eternal Life. Th 
8 Love hath already overcome the greatel 

F impediments of my Salvation. *Tis as calight 
| now to receive me'as to-Loye me. Tho 
FE haſt prepared Glory -for- thy Redeemet 
F ones; and haſt bid me believingly to folio 
low thee, and wait fox thy Salvation. Tho: 
| haſt begotten me to/a hvely hope, by ti 
F Incorruptible Seed of the Word ; Let ma» 
not now be depriv'd of the Inheritance 
FF Canthat Love, that pitied me in my Blood 


Mi. and. fetcht me from. the Gates of He 


St now ſuffer me to: fall into i* ? Oh, Crom 
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Grace, and perfe&t thy Preparatory 
ed Mercy, with Everlaſting Mercy. 
it i By voluntary Conſent and Choice, thou 
ty God; and thy Preſence in Heaven, 
oy nltimate Felicity ; I have truſted to thy 
racious Promiſe, to prepare me for it, 
Md bring me to it ; O fulfil thy Word anto 
Servant, wherem thou haſt” cauſed me to 
; and mercifylly receive my departing 
Si, that feeks Thee, that loves: Thee, 
breathes 4fter Thee, and defires no- 
Wing-but to know Thee better, and love 
ve more, 4nd ,be more entirely . con- 
Wm'd to thine Image, and live always in 
| a. _ haſt called me 
Wt of the World,” plac'd thine Image upon 
S:-cnabled, ſme S make it my Buſineſs, 
ugh with nfany ImperfeQions, to ſerve, 
I pleaſe, and honour Thee ; Oh, Receive 
Wto'the fulneſs of thy Love, and Grace, 
preſent me faultleſs before the Preſence 
thy Glory, with exceeding Joy. Amen, 
Father, be it unto' me according to thy 
wa; through the Merits and Interceſſion of 
"ho: 4ll-ſufficient Saviour, Feſus Chriſt, the WK 
mul and True Witneſs, in whom all thy Þ 
Wmiſes are Tea, and Amen, = 
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[ot XXX. : 
Thankſgiving to God, for his Innumey; 
i Benefits and Mercies, particularly int 
." Year paſt ; with ſome Dire&tion aud A 
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FO W precious and delightful aretif;} 
& | Thoughts of thy Benefits ? O Lad, 
om great is the ſum of them ? Should Icou 
them, ' they are more in number than tiff 
Stars. : Shall I not obſerve and-conlideffc 
them? maintain a grateful ſenſe of then 
and publickly:acknowledge them on all oo 
caſions? that I may Bleſs the Lord at all Time 
and: his Praiſe be continually in my mout 
More! eſpecially ſhould I corichude and bee 
the Year, with ſolemn Praiſes to my Gre 
BenefaQor: and Preſerver. LT ought tot 
gin.and' cloſe every Day: with it, thered)\Y:; 
gnake the out-goings of the Morning and lt: 
Evening to rejoyce in God, Every Vear,evelfÞ ki 
Day, every Hour, every Moment, offers] 
an occaſion to Praiſe him : becauſe be WF x 
| every. minnte- gracious, .and hath. been 
f ever ince he gave-me my Being. 
Almoſt one half of my Time hath vee 
ſpent in Sleep, when I remember not G0 
aor.my ſelf ; yet doth He, who never ſlung 
bers nor ſleeps, remember me in Mercy,au 
| watC 
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ratch over me for good. Yea, though in 
he other half, by Day, I have forgorrer 
im in a worſe ſenſe, by caſting off his Fear, 
and not remembring that his Holy Eye 1s 
pon me, yet hath he not forgotten. to be 

4 AGracious. Therefore will praiſe the name of 
od with a Song, and will magnifie him with 
anksgiving,and never forget his benefits. With 

Which Scrifice he is better pleaſed, than with 
1 Ox or Bullock, that hath horns and hoofs. 

us He hath prolonged my Life this la#t Tear, 

1 Uhen ſo many others, of his more uſeful 

SSrvants, have been remoy'd by Death ; 

nd given me farther Time and Space to 
! Wepent, when multitudes have been ſar- þ 

Wpriz'd in their Impenitence, Yea, #*t was F 
He, who formed me in the Womb, and F 

brought me ſafely into the. World, by | 

Awhoſe Providence I have hitherto been . 

TW ſpplied/: I Him live, and move, and con- 
timually exif : To his undeſerved Goodneſs F 
tam beholding, for all the Good, of any # 
kind, which I ever enjoy'd : To his Bounty Pi 
I am indebted for all that I now have ; $i 
and muſt depend upon it; for whatever LF% 

A can hereafter expeR. # 

Through Infancy and Childhood he was 
pleag'd to preſerve me; favouring me with}F 
many Advantages in my Birth and Educa=yj 

we 4 ; providing for me a competent Live 


ſalm 69. 30s | 
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226 Serious Reflettions 


lhood ; diſpoſing the Circumſtances of ny 
Condition, Relations, Places of Abode, 6: 
more advantageouſly than he hath done fc 
Thouſands : affording me many Helps, forlſf 
the Improvement of my Mind, and the en 
creaſe of Knowledge ; and preventing m 
Neceſlities, and. even my Deſires, withlſ 
numberleſs Bleſſings, which I never | 
much as ask'd for. He hath cauſed ſeveral 
of my Relations.to yield me Comfort, wheai 
they might have been ſore AffiQions. Helſr 
Wi hath raiſed np S:ragers to befriend me, andiiſiv 
*# ſhew me Kindneſs. How many favours 
Il have I receiy'd from God, by the lnſtrui 
| mentality of other er ? to whom God 
= gave the Will, and the Power, the Oppor- 
Ft tynity, and the Inclination ? | 
{ - How often. hath he del:ver'd my Soul from 
KK Death, mine;|Eyes from Tears, and my Fer 
Wt from: falling, by ſeaſonable Preſervations? fo 
$ that I do yet walk before himi in the Land of 
the Living. | He hath reſcu'd me from the 
brink of many a Precepice, which, through 
W ignorance or Jnadvertency, I did not ap- 
# prebend or fear.” When 1 knew not whict 
E way to turn, he hath made my/Path plain. 
W-Under ſinking Diſappointments; he hath com- 
Mamanded Succour;z and been apreſent Help i 
rhe time of Trouble. In Great Perplexities, 0s 
W-Eye hath been my Gride, and his own Atl 
hath brought Salvation ; it may be bon J 


| 


[ 
| = 


|| 
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farbaiſtry of his Holy Angels, obeying his 
&Wrder, and giving unuſual Intimations of 
e forffſery great, and otherwiſe unſuſpected Dan- 
, forfſers : or ſending Relief and Deliverance, 
een$7 ſuch ſmall, unlikely, and. unexpected 
; my(cans, as carried the Name of God viſibly 
witiflkgraven on them. Innumerable Calami- 
r fois: he ſaves me from, which others groan 
reralfflader ; and as many Bleſſings am I favour'd 
vhea$ithi whereof they are deſtitute. He 
Wreads my Table, and fills my Cup, and 
wes me All. Things richly to enjoy, when 
Wy Excellent Perſons, of whom the 
World is not worthy.,are fed with the Bread 
Afiihion, and the Water of Aﬀiiftion. O-« 
por-ſſers have only Neceſſaries, or but few 
nyeniencies, in compariſon with the 
froncntiful Proviſions God hath made, for 
FeerWj Chearful Obedience to him. And ſhall 
not Praiſe him for * the. precious Things 
Heaven, the bleſſings of the Earth, the Dew, 
{theDeep ? and more eſpecially for :theGod- 
of Him who dwelt in the Buſh, to ſanQtifie 
ſmeeten all:W hereby Common Mercies 
come the Pledge and Fore-runner of bet=- 
C Things 3 as the fruit of his Special 
- Wuadneſs, the witneſs of his Truth, and 
# Weed of Peace, and Joy, andRighteouſ- 
ls, and Praiſe; by reaſon of his Bleſſin 
al that I poſſeſs, which otherwiſe woul 


tA ddl 


UC iN? Deut, 33. were 13, 14- 
Prove 
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prove a Snare, and a Temptation, and | 
 intermix*d with a Curſe. 7 
And beſides the ordinary and contin 
Bounty of every Day, in the midſt of ho 
many Difficulties and Dangers have 1 iſh 
the dear Obligations of his Preſervinihi 
Mercy? abroad, and at home ; in Foreigh 
Countries, as well as my own ; in themidffi 
of Enemies, and among Friends ; in ii 
Places, and at all Times, / 
He hath prolonged my Health, or mai 
my Bed in Sickneſs, He hath often grant 
the Deſires of my Heart, whenever it uh 
for his Glory; and contradited my Wiſh 
and diſappointed my Endeavours, in oth 
Inſtances, when it was more to my Adv 
tage. From how many :/chiefs hath Wir 
ſaved me, by ſuch Things as I deprecatee 
and would have hinder'd ? How maiifi 
Evils hath he turn'd for Good ? Ze hah, 
' beard my Cry in the day of Adverſity, ana 
my feet in a large Place. He hath Chaſteqte 
me for my Profit : His Rod and his vat! 
have comforted me : He hath ſpoken coi 
fortably to me in the Wilderneſs. Af" 
hath been uſeful and neceflary Phyſick; may 
' an Inſtrument of Vertue, and ſo a Tokenfph 
his Love. Therefore * 7 will ſing of the M 
cy of the Lord for ever, and with the vol 
Thankſgiving will Imake known his Faith{uno : 
""'X Pſal, 89» wer. 1. : BR . 
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nd & He hath all along conducted me by his 
iſdom, guided me by his Providence, and 
tinnelif}e Angel of bis Preſence hath directed my 
f hoſfath, and order'd all my Goings. He 
| flath been a Cloud to me by Day, and a 
ervidſllar of a Fire by Night : he hath helped 
iFlie in my Straits, and ſupply'd my Wants, 
(nd comforted me in all my Sadneſles : 
in Wis powerful and gracious Prefence hath 
*n my conſtant Guard ; and his Sove- 
 maifkign, Never-failing Goodneſs hath compaſt 
about with Mercy on every ſide. Foy 
<<, O moſt Merciful Father, »y Sou, 
d all that is within me, deſires to fred thy 
raiſe. 


The advantageous Circumſtances of many 


livine Favours, do raiſe their value, and de- 
Merve to be particularly obſerv'd and ac- 
Mnowledged. How ſuitably, how ſeaſona- 

y, how wiſely hath he conferr'd - his Be- 
tfits ? with what Tenderneſs and Kind- 
altenels ? with what Freedom and Readineſs ? | 

f his own Bounty and Good-will, without | 
coomny Neceſſity, or Obligation on his Part 5 IF 
"ithout any Deſert, and ſometimes with- 4 

 maſut fo much as a Prayer on mine. And F 
tat is more, notwithſtanding my Jnorati- 
ae and Forgetfulneſs of Him, and great Þ$ 
Frovocations, heightned by the abuſe of Þ4 
[1g mach Mercy : demanding nothing, after | 
- W% 1a requital of ſo much Kindneſs, but 
my 
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my MAeceptance of his Love, and grateh 
ſenſe of his Goodneſs, and the ſweetelS$; 
and moſt reaſonable Expreſſions of it, by 
Thankful. Obedience. 

More eſpecially, would I bleſs the Lori 
for enlightning my Mind in the Great My 
ſteries of Religion : diſpoſing in wonderfull 

WW Wiſdom the ſeveral. Means and Methods 

I whereby he brought me to;the knowledge 

in ze Truth, by. Parents, Miniſters, Friendso 
Acquaintance, Books, AfiQions, &c.. Be 

'T ginning: with me in Chilahood, awakeningfhi 

Is and cultivating the inbred' Notions of God, 

' and Natural Religion, of Good and Evil 
Rewards and Paniſhments ; by the caretul 
InſtruRions .of Parents, or others condi: 
cern'd. in my Education : - giving me tg 
advantage of Good Examples, Counſel 

W and Encouragements, . to know and dal 
| well; with more aſliſtance,' and leſs hi 

| drances, and diverſions; than. to many'oof 

| thers, | Particularly, for the' ExcellentPni 

\ vilege, and Ineſtimable Bleſſing of his Hoe 

W Word. and, Sacraments; the liberty of thqhy 
# Chriſtian Religion, in the Purity of it, in 

” moſt of thoſe Places, where God has beefy 
pleas'd to calt my Lot. | Cauſmg me toe 

uy own 77 frees Paſtures, and leading me. bejui 

W he [ti] Waters: Inſtruting me -4n the Refi 

+ velation of his Will and Grace by Je 
BE Chr:# : acquainting me with the hy 


; 
; 
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tehWriaciples and Articles, Precepts and Rules, 
<teſWromiſes and Hopes of the Goſpel, im or- 
t, billler to Eternal Life. 

[ bleſs Thee, O Lord, and ſhall for ever 
ord ſo, that with any or all theſe-Advan- 
 MyShees and Helps,thy Holy Spirit hath taught 
erfullfic to krow the Truth as 1t 15 in Feſws, hear- 
nods My to believe and obey it. That by thy 
are race 1 have been convinc'd of Sin, and 
endsFought to Repentance ; ſhewing me the 
- Beefceſlity of a Saviour, to make my peace 

Fith Thee, the All-ſufficiency of his Grace, 


Me Fulneſs of his Merit, the Freeneſs of his 


Wore, and his readineſs to receive me to 
ercy, inviting and calling me to it, and 
bling me to accept his gracious Invita- 

: tin, and obey his compaſſionate Call ;, ma- 
me wHling, by a Powerful and Vittorious 
"(ffrare, drawing me with Cords of Love, 
| fo effectually perſuading me to.con- 

Mat to thy Covenant, and comply with thy 

age, on the gracious Terms of the Go- 

l, Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
f rd Teſs Chrift, who, through his, abundant 
W8fercy, hath begotten me again to alively Hope ; 


: S 


ing humbled my proud Heart, and con- 


ill, and brought my Soul to an entire 
> Rejection to himſelf : who took pity on 
7/4, when he ſaw me in my Blood, ſpread 


110 Skirt over me, caſt a Mantle upon my 
Prit Naked- 


E þ 
© 1 
: 


i 


z 
{ 


to ter'd the perverſeneſs of my ſtubborn F 
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Nakedneſs, waih'd me from my Sins, a 
put his own Comelineſs upon me by $z 
ctification : who open'd my Eyes, wheniſe 
was leaping blindfold into the Pit of Di 
{truction : who healed my Soul, when 
was ſick unto death : who reſcu'd and rei 
cover*'d me from the Slavery of the Deyi 
when I was led Captive by him at his will 
Shall not a ranſom'd, redeemed Slave, 
thankful to his Deliverer ? Shall not an 
{erable, undone Sinner, who is receivedt 
Mercy, be thankful for a Pardon? Awak 
O my Soul! and utter a Song of Praiſe t 
him, * who forgiveth all thine Iniquities, a 
bealeth all thy Diſeaſes; whoredeemeth thy Lifife 
(thy Soul) from Deſtruttion, and crownethth 
with Loving-kindneſs, and'tender Mercies, 
Hath he made thee Partaker of his on 
renewed Image and Likeneſs? given tha 
his Son? his Grace ? his Spirit ? and takſe 
ſuch a wretched Creature into ſo near art 
lation to Himſelf ; and promiſed to be tk 
God and Guide, thy Portion, and ti 
Inheritance, thy Friend and thy Phyſcap 
thy Sun and thy Shield, and thine exccediſe! 
ing great Reward ? and ſhall not my v0 
| - pans aloud his Praiſe ? Hath he 


merciful to my unrighteouſnefs, and bla 


out my ſins? Hath he gathered me with "i 
Arm, and carried me in his Boſom ? Hath 
"* Pal, 193» 3» + Ila. 43+ I'4, 
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s, anſen my Saviour and Redeemer, adopted 
y Sſe into his Family, «and promis'd to make 
rhe Bleſſed in his Glory, with the Holy An- 
f Ditis ? the Curſe being removed, and the 
hen ſand-writing againſt me cancelVd, the 
nd reice paid, the Breach made up, the Mouth 
Devi Juſtice ſtopt, and the condemning Sen- 
$ willſhce of the Law exchang'd for a gracious 
re, [rdon, through the Sacrifice of my Bleſſed, 
a mÞvd Jeſus ? and ſhall I not praiſe his In- 
red @mprehenſible Love and Grace ? 
wail likewiſe thank thee, moſt Holy Father, 
iſe tFirfaving me from Goilt,and Ruine,when aſ- 
;, anffulted by powerful, and dangerous T empta- 
ry Lins, that by Preventing Mercy, or Ke- 
th thyening Grace, thon haſt kept me rom ma- 
es, © ſcandalous and. preſumptubus Crimes. 
5 nFttank Thee, for making the Sins of Qrhers 
1 thefWarning and ' a Caution to Ae ;, an Argus» 
takeWent to Humility, and a Motive to: Watch- 
ar(Wneſs; for preſerving my Judgment from Þ} 
x tiflany Errors and Delafions, by which others *$ 
thiqFeſeduced ; for enabling me to improveany *Þ 
caWyportunities of doing Good, and making Þ 
cceeMein any thing uſeful to Others : yea,I thank 
' S0ite for all thy Mercies to other Chriſtians, Þ 
xr all the Gifts, and Graces, and uſefulneſs } 
larMany of thy Servants, wherein, as a Mem- F 
th er of the ſame Body, I deſire to rejoyce; for 
thy Support and Comfort to me, or any of 
Mm, under honourable Sufferings for thy } 

KSune's ſake. I de- #18 
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I deſire unfeignedly. to bleſs Thee, | 
any Succour, Relief, and Vitory, withill 
ſpect to the Snares and Buffetings of Sz 
and the vileſt of his Temptations. When 
hath tempted me to Apoſtacy, and Infiiff 
lity, in Speculation, or Practice; toqueſtifiy 
the Truth of the Holy Scriptures, and & c 
Life to come; to donbt of the Forndatiof 
of the Chriſtian Faith, or to deſpair of h 
Mercy -of God, and give up the: Reins 
ſenſual Luſts ; or to draw me from Ge 
by. the love of the World, and the pr: 
of Men, by Evil Company, Intemperand 
ſecret Wickedneſs, &c.. 

. I bleſs Thee with'my whole Soul, for 
ling me back from any'of my Warndrine:,ath 
by. Infinite Goodneſs recovering me aft 
great: Fa/ls,. enabling me-to. return wheniſt 


had:gone aſtray, and ſeek thy forfeited ij 


vour, that thou may ſt hea} my Backſldingun 
giwing.me, in-order to it; a deep ſenſe of nh 


# - own Sin, and of thy Soveraign'Grace lea 


ing me to a Saviour, Whoſe Blood cleanſe 
from all ſin, when my guilty, defiled $0 
ſomuch needed its pardoning, and cleanfi 
Vertue ; awakening me to make holy / 


and calling upon me by thy Word, ands} | 


rit, and Providence, to perform them. Ihe, 
| bleſs Thee, who. haſt guided my feetil 


+ to the way of Peace, when by the Terrors @, 
 anaccuſing Conſcience, and the ſenſe ofunpai 


don 


' on Time and Eternity. 235 
7d'Sin, and the Apprehenſiens of thy 
Served Wrath, I was ready to Deſpair - 


tht tho' thou didſt moſt juſtly hide thy Face 


y time, it was but for a little while ; 
didſt ſeaſonably, and in Mercy return, 
ripe off my Tears, reſtore the Joy of thy Sal- 
jor, and chace away the clouds and dark- 
ſon my Spirit, by the reviving Preſence 
thy ow. Thon, who art the Author, wilt 
the Finiſher of my Faith ;, and therefore, 
' thou haſt viſited mine Iniquities with a 
herly Rod, yet thy loving-kindneſs thou haſt 
ul taker: from me, or ſuffered thy faithfulneſsto 
| or thy Covenant of Peace to be removed ; 
haſt refreſhed me with hidden Manna, 
great Perplexities, ſaying unto my 
ll, / a2 God,even thy God. Thou haſt made 
to hear thy Voice,which was ſweet; and. 
tate 1hy Love,which is better than Wine : 


(Sling 'me to ſay with thine Apoſtle 


Was, My Lord, and my God ;, and tohave 
| fome Communion with Thee ſince, in ,- 
lick or private Duties. 
for all theſe Innumerable IMercies I deſire 
Wiraiſe Thee, which yet are but in order 
Tater ; I hope, in order to Everlaſting 
"Wreſs i» Heaven. Theſe are but the Taſte, . 
WW Exrneft of what thou wilt beſtow here- 
Wir. Ob, bow great is bis Goodneſsthat he bath 
Wup for thoſe that fear him ? And now, Lord, 
"WF" wair I for ? my hope 4s even inTuee. | 


thank 
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thank thee, who haſt thus put it into Ml 
Heart,to render thee ſolemn Praiſe ,ande 
more to renew my Covenant with Thee 
I will ys 15 ut the Lord, and my Spirit | 
rejoyce in God my Saviour. Return unto 
reft, O my Soul, for the Lord hath dealt by 
rifull with me. (a) While 11ive, Iwill 
thee, and ſing Praiſes unto my God, while 1 
A Deine. O come, and behold the Works of ps 
Lord, what he hath done for my Soul ! The 
liveth : (b) Bleſſed be my Roth, and let the 
of 1 Satvation be exalred, Tet my Hear 
lad, and my Glory rejoyce, for the Lord it 
and to 6 callid K. 5) Thanks be to6 
Lin bath cauſed me to rowing in Criſt le* 
Sing unto the Lord, O ye his Saints, and of 
thanks at the remembrance of bis Halin 
(c) I cried unto Thee, and thou haſt healed, 
Jav'd me : 1 will give thanks to Thee for e 
(d) 1 will ſhew forth thy loving-kinaneſs in 
morning, and thy faithfulneſs every night, | 
the Lord 1s Good, his Mercy is Everlaſi 
and bis Truth endures throughout all Gen 
tions. O enter into his Gates with Thankſgivn 
and his Courts with Praiſe : be thankful « 
him, and bleſs his Name. Bleſs the Lord, 
. ye bis Works, in all places of bis Dominia 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 


@1 Pla. 104+ 33+ (b) Pla 18. 46 (c) ul: 
(4) Pal, 1x9. 6 | 
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me add, for a Concluſion, That the T? 
icular Deliverances, Supports,and Con- 
heaations, Which at any time God hath given 
-. jMCaſes of great Exigence, or in anſwer to 
wortunate Prayer, ought never to be for- 
Vitcn. Many experienc'd Chriſtians have 
Sn wont to write down ſuch remarkable 
 1@pearances of God for them, withthe par- 
ular Circumſtances, that did recommend, 
d enhance the Mercy, (whether Spiritual 
Temporal) as. an Encouragement to 
it in God in future Difficulties. And have 
erwards found the Comfort and Advan- 
re, of being able to have recourſe to ſuch 
pers. This Practice Irecommend.,as what 
th been uſeful and conſolatory to divers 
iſtians,for mary youn afterwards; and 
ſome others, of their more intimate 
ends, to whom they might, without va- 
ir 7, be imparted. What Experzences might 
, Wrecorded, of fignal Returns to Prayer, 

MW ſcaſonable Manifeſtations of the Truth 
I Goodneſs, and Wiſdom of God, if all 
WM Inſtances thereof were duly recolleaed 
/ M{preſery'd ! And how ſweet, and plea- 
4 Wt would the Work of Prayer and Praiſe 
Wa be ! With what rejoycing, and delight 
uld we ſet about it, and live in it, if the 
MWiUraining Goodneſs and Love of God, 
8 a thankful Senſe of his unſpeakable Mer- 
did bring us to him, and indict and ani- 
mate 


"238 - Serjous Refleflions. 
'_ mateevery word! W hat Support,and Cor 
fort, and probable Hopes ( at leaſt) of thef 
cial Love of God, might we derive,from! 
various Paſſages of his Compaſſion and Ki 
neſs! And hereby we may be able, m 
heartily to give him Thanks, for Pardon, 
ftification, and Adoption, which we common 
mention with too much doubt and fear, 
It may likewiſe be Adviſable,To examit 
and record the Workings of yor own $pi 
under ſuch Diſpenſations : What Thoug 
you then had of God ? What Adts of Fait 
| Love,and Thankfulneſs, you did thenma 
feſt ? WhatEvidences of God's Favour, at 
what diſcovery of your own Sincerity, ya 
havehad at ſach times ? When,and how,at 
by what means you' were cur'd of your it 
comfortable Unbelief, and rais'd from yo! 
Deſpondency ? What Promiſes you had 1 
courſe to, for relief ? What Conſideration 
were moſt helpful to you ? What frame h; 
Spirit you kept up in Prayer, before and al 
ter ? What Reſolutions and EngagemenW;, 
you made to God ; to love, and truſt, any ; 
praiſe, and ſerve him, and give up All 
his diſpoſe for the future ? And what conf; 
ſequent Obligation may be inferr'd frol 
thence, to acquieſce in the Will of God, an 
_— our ſelves entirely to Him, ſaying," 
God is our God for ever and ever, and He Wh. 
* be our Guide unto Death. 
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M1 PPENDLIX. 
Im what T ime the Jews reckon'd the Begin- 
ning of their Tear : Of the Difference be- 


tween their.Sacred and Civil Account, The 


feaſt of Trumpets ox the Firſt Day of the 


10 Year : 1s Inſtitution, Nature, and Deion : 


 Jthe Traditions and Cuſtoms of the Jews 
0 reſpefting that Day. 


Pon the Deliverance of the Jews out 
of Egypt, the firſt Month . which be- 

WM with the New Moon, next to the Vernal 
linox, was to be accounted (a) the begins 
TW of Months ; (it anſwers tothe latter end 
our March, and the beginning of April, 
| is ſometimes called NViſan, and ſome- 
tes Abib,). It was ordinarily, after that 
liverance, reckon'd the Firſt Month of 
Year, in their Sacred, or Eccleſiaſtical 
tore, The Computation of Years till 
IM, from the Creation of the Warld, was 


hm — —_ 4 — _— 


| ls) Exod. 12. 1. | 
rom 


| 
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from Tiſri or September, (#) as the Beginninl 
of Years, but now they are commanded, 
begin their Reckoning from arch. The 
fore the Paſſover kept in this Month, is 
to be obſerv'd in the firſ# Month : and ti 
Feaſt of Purim, which was kept in our 
bruary, 1s ſaid to be jn the /aſ# Month, thij 
is, of the Sacred Year. A Period ſo remar| 
able and extraordinary, as that was to tiff 
Fews, deſerved very well to be particular 
remembred, and taken notice of : and mi 
juſtly be accounted the F:7ff, or chiefe 
their Months. And by comparing Ex04.12, 
with Gal. 3. 17. it may be concluded, th 
Abrabam receiv'd the Promiſe on the 
teenth Day of this Month : and *tis confff 
puted, that about the ſame time of the Yelſ4 
[ſaac was born ; and the Tabernacle aftep"i: 
wards erected in the Wilderneſs. 
As the Redemption of Iſrael, from thi 
Bondage in Egypt, was but a Type of a mc 
glorious one by the Meſſiah, he was pleaF®" 
to ſuffer Death in this Month, John 18. WM+ 
According to this Computation, the Mor 
Tiſri (which began with the firſt New Mc 
next to the Autumnal Equinox) is often 6 
led the Seventh Month ; but was not {0 
counted before the Deliverance of //ra!Y 
of Eggpt. . As to Civil and Political Ala 
&) Lightfoot, Vol. Il. p. 1322. Biſhop Patrick's ſh, 
A nk 12+ > & chop $7056 ; 
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was for the moſt part reckon'd the Firſt 
{nth of the Year ; on this Account,in this 
nth (a) Ti/ri (which anſwers to part of 
r September, and part of Oftober) on the 
fteenth Day of the Month, was the Feaſt of 
wernacles, when the (b) Fruits of the Earth 
ere gather*d in, and is ſaid to be in the End 
fthe Year. Much hath been ſaid by many 
arned Men, for the Date of the World's 


Treation, and the Beginning of the Year, - 


om the Yernal Equinox,or the Spring. And 
he e/£gyprians are alledged as keeping the 
reat Feſtival of Aries, or of the New-Year, 
hen the Sun enters into Aries, But how- 
er uncertain that be, and difficult to de- 
of:imine it ; yet the Jews reckon to have been 
Mi 4::umn, the Creation of the World, the 
Wirth of the firſt Patriarchs, the Reparation 
fthe Tables of the Law, the Dedication 
Wi the Temple, the Three Great Solemn 
aſts of the Beginning of the Year, and 
her Remarkable Paſſages. As many Re- 
rious Aflemblies, and Solemn Feaſts, were 
pointed of God to the Jews, in this 
onth T:/r/, as in all the Year betides. 
(4) Heidegeri Aſt. Patriarch, lom. 1. Dijj.1 249.22. 
t Anno Parrtarcharum, (b)Exod. 23.15,16. Se? Ger.l. 
Mi Jag. Chronol. diflert, 2. Scaliger de Emend. Temp. 


diat de variis Annorum formis, Selden de Anno Cita- 


wet, ud. Jocl 2/22. 1 King. 8.2. rips Ow Hor 
Mach, 2. 1. Fr, Spanhemii F. 1:trod, ad Chronol.Co 


Wh. Sacram. 4**. p. 16, 27, Oc. J. Mayeri Diarrite 
C Feſtis Fu. £vo. C. 3. x. '- That 
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That the Birch and Baptiſm of our Ble 
ſed Saviour, Feſws Chriit, ſhould be at thi 
time of the Feaſt of Tabernacles, is as Conf 
{iderable, as that his Paſſio» ſhould be a 
bout the time of the Jewiſh Paſſover. Hl 


was Sacrificed. for us at- that time, whey - 
by God's appointment, the Paſchsl Lan | 


was to be offer'd as his Type : And at th 
Feaſt of Tabernacles he came. to pitch hiſt 


Tent in our Nature, to (a) Tabernacle it 


our Fleſh, and dwell among us. The Sceptr 
was ſo far gone from 74a, that the 7:nif 


were compelPd by a Foreign Power, in! 0 


ſtead of obſerving the Feaſt of T abernacle:; 
Ferifalem, every one to repair to -his ow 
City to be Taxed, as the Emperor Av9uf 


had Commanded, (and *tis not very likelt 


he would appoint that in the depth of Wir 
ter, the time of our Chriſtmas) and noi 
wag:the Seaſon for Shilo to appear. 


The 81ſt. Pſalm, compoſed by A/aWr 


for the Firſt Day of this Month, or the Fe 
of Trumpets (b), is ſuppoſed to have been 


Remembrance -of that Deliverance out @ 


Egypt ': The Sounding of Trumpets bein 
a token of Liberty. This Feaſt of Trumpet 
on the Firſt Day of the New Tear, accord 
ing to their Civil Account, is thus co 


——— 


a) john 1. 14. = | 
b) Ly. Hammond in loc. Godeau Univer. Hiſt 
& 5zlſe, rom.4.c.1,5.6. Hoſpinian. de Feſt, Judaic, 


mandedip". : 
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anded,” Levit. 2.3. 24. Numb: -29, 2: 
{ cap. 10, 10; That it ſhould be, 4 Sabbath, 


d a Memorial of Blowing of Trumpets, an 


Wo; Convocation, &c: | Some think it is cal- 


d a Memorial of Trumpets, to preſerve the 
kmory of 1ſaac's Deliverance, by the ſub- 
tation of a Ram to be ſacrificed in his 
Mad : To this purpoſe it may be alledged, 
Wt it is ſometimes called by the Zews, the 
ding of Iſaac ;, which they ſuppoſe to 
ive been in the ſame Day of the Year. 
8 others termed Feſtum Cornu, the Feaſt 
the Horn. | 
But it is more probable, that this Name 
35 not given, with any reſpe& to //aac, 
Wt 01-the account. of that kind of Trumpets, 
ich were then ſounded, wiz. ſuch as were 
Wade of Sheep or Rams Horns *, Others 
ink it to.have been appointed as a grate» 
= Remembrance of former Yitorties which 
d had afforded them ; particnlarly char 
Jericho, where was the firſÞ. oppoſition 
met with 1n their paſſageito Canaar - 
id the Walls of the City fellgown, at-the 
nd of ſuch Horn-Trumpets, Joſh.6.1 3,20. 
t the - moſt likely Account of it is this; 
lat it was intended torfolemnizetthe Begin 
w of the New Year,.to mind them of the 


WF Whether the Tear of Jubilee was proclaim'd by 


) Trumpets, ſec Bp. Patrick's Commentary: upon 
* 25, 19, , 


L3 Begin- 
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Beginning of the World, and to excitetha, 
Thankfulneſs for the Fruits, and Bleſſing 
and Benefits of the Year preceding. Thi. 
extraordinary Blowing of Trumpets by t| 
Prieſts, at that time, (in all their Cities, 
well as at Jeruſalem, where two (a) Silveſſ* 
Trumpets were alſo uſed at the Temple, ; 
well as theſe of Horn, and the Levites fff 
the 81ſt. P/alm) might ſerve, both to ſtir 
the People, to bleſs God for the Favours ef 
the Year paſt, acknowledging his Goodn 
in preſerving them to the beginning of 
Another ; and withal excite them to pra ol 
for his Protection and Bleſſing, for the Nn Mo; 
Year, on which they now entred. 
Aaimonides, the famous Jewiſh Rabbi r; 
thinks the Sounding of Trumpets at thiſ:" 
time, was deſign'd to ſignifie ſome ſuc 
Exhortation as this; (6) Ariſe, O yeſl hat 
ers, out of your ſleep 5, and you that ſlumber, ”' 
wake out of yaur ſlumbering. Search your wark 
and turn by Repentance. Remember your Crt a 
tor, you that have forgotten the Truth, a » 
bave exchanged it for the Vanities of | Th 
World; and have all your Lives wanared aft o 
Vanity, which will not profit, or deliver yl We 
Conſider your Souls, Conſider your Ways, 4 We 
Works, and let every one of you forſake his '5 
way, and his thoughts that are not good. 


(8): Lightſoor's Temple. Service, chap. 16, $+.5+ man 
| b) Canones de Penirent, Cap. 3. Can. 6, : 
Ol 
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.& Some have imagined a Typical Repre- 
"Wentation of the 5:mo Covenants in this 
"eaſt. The Old Covenant figured by the 
'FWicar paſſed ; and the Covenant of Grace, 
"Tor the Goſpel ſtate, by the New Year then 
\' egun ; and that by the Sound of Trumpets, 
_ was prefigured | the future «Preaching of 
'Fthe Goſpel, according to that of the Apo- 
. Wle,T heir ſound went forth unto all the Earth, 
and their words unto the end of the World. 
nd ſo the Feaſt of Trumpets is abrogated 
y the Preaching of the Goſpel, it that 
Fnere typically ſignified by it. The Pub- 
Flcation of the Goſpel, is. the joyful ſound, 
Plal. 89, 15. And Miniſters are to lift 
Yip their Voice like a Trumpet, ai. 58. 1. 
the diſcharge of their Office, as Watchmen, * | 
8 expreſs'd by ſetting the Trumpet to their 
mouth, Hoſ, 8. 1. Ezek. 33. When the Jews 
ſhall be converted to the Faith of Chriſt, it 
s faid, iz that day the great Trumpet ſhall be i 
, Mihawn, and they ſhall come, who are ready to 
 Wicrifh, Tia. 27. alt. "Twas the Office of the 8? 
gre to ſound theſe Trumpets, Numb.r0.8, Ii 
The publick Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is || 
committed to niſters, ſet a-part for that i | 
M Work, as the Sons of Azro: for theirs, i 
We read. but of :wo Trumpets at firſt, - iſ1 
for Eleaz.ar and /thamar, the two Sons of || 


many Muſical Inſtruments : And in Solomor's 
L 4 time, 


whe Seeley - &o \ walls. nn adi 


8 The Appendix. 
time, at the Dedication of the Temple, we 
read of One hundred and twenty Prieftz 
who ſounded with Trumpets, 2 Chror.s.12, 
Wrthout ſuppoſing any Type here,in a tris 
and proper ſenſe ; we may yet farther con- 
der the Parallel,and obſerve, how the oy 
and Gratitude theſe Trumpets did excite, is 
exceeded by that greater Rejoycing,promi- 
ſed and foretold by the Prophets, when the 
glad Tidings of the Goſpel of Salvation by 


the Meſſiah,ſhould be publiſh'd to theWorld, 


Tasq1. Luk. 2. 11. Gal.g.27, Which hath 
been 1n part accompliſh'd ; and will be more 
compleat, in that Kingdom of Peace and 
Purity, which Chriſt will eſtabliſh upon 
Earth, toward the end of the World : And 
ſhall be finally perfe&ed at the end of Time; 
whenDays, and Years,and Time (thus mea- 
fared) ſhall be no more. When the Meſſiah, 
our B. Saviour, having finiſhed his Media- 

'H ory Undertaking,as to what concerns Earth, 

Thall come again from Heaver, with the 

Trump of God, to raiſe the Dead, and ſum- 

mon all the World to their final Judgment, 

Then ſhall he deliver up the Kingdom to his Fa- 


| they: And theFatthful ſhall enter into the Jo 


of their Lord, and be forever with him. 
WW - There is a Tradition among the Jews, 
= mention'd by Maimonides (a), That on the 


—_c _ _AAAa 


' (4) Canones oe Penit, cap. 3, can. 5. 
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Firſk Day of the New Tear, God enters into 
Judgment for the Sins of the Tear, and Life 
jaft. Thee every one's Faults are weighed. 
zainſt 'his good Works.” He that is found 
Righteous, is ſealed unto Life : And he that 
is found Wicked, is ſealed unto Death. 
And *tis a general Cuſtom that hath 'ob- 
tained among the Jews, for the ten firſt Days 
of the New Year, toriſe out of their Beds 
mn the Night; and to continue in their Sya- 
rogues praying and worſhipping until break 
Day The ſuperſtitious and ridiculous 
Ceremonies of the (a) modern Tews on this 


Day, I ſhall not repeat. Howeverwain and ' 


rroundle(s, ſuperſtitious, and abſurd many 


of their Cuſtoms, and PraQtices-are, on this - |} 


Day : Yet this blind--Devoriow of the Fews 
may juſtly ſhame, . and condemn the 'Chr- 


ftians of our Age: Who commonly ſpend 


the Beginnings of every Year, worſe thanany 


other parts of- them ; and inſtead- of any 


ſolemn Retirement, for Prayer and Medita- 
tion, which might aſſiſt them to »umber their 
Days, and -prepare for Eternizy-; (inſtead, 


[fay, of ſuch} ſeaſonable Exerciſes) how do | 
vain and hurtful Sports and Paſtimes, or - #4 


trifing and .unedifying Mirth, and fruitleſs 
Converſations, conſume the- greateſt part of 


| (a) Vid, Ceremn. 0 Count. parmi les Tuifs a te 
Prd)ay, Pare 2. C. 4%. 
L $ the 
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the-Days, (and Nights too) of the Begin. 
ning of the Year { | And thus when the fir# 
fruits of the Year are offer d up to Sin and} #* 
Vanity : 'tis no wonder, if the following 
parts of it are employ'd to no better pur. 9! 
poſe ;z without any due concern for the Soul, 
and an Eyerlaſting State. 

To endeavour ſome Remedy to theſe Dil. 
-orders,: and give ſome Aſſifance to ſuch 
as defire ſeriouſly to make Religion their 
Principal Buſineſs, 1s the end of publiſhing 
the foregoing Kefletions. I moſt heartil 
beſeech the God of all Grace, to influence þ 
+ his Holy Spirit, the Conſcience of eve 

Reader, that ſome ſuch good Effet may be 
attained. Having found the Practice recom 
mended, to be of ſome uſe to my ſelf, anc 
my own Heart warmed, 4n compoſing the 
Subſtance of theſe Papers, (though without 
any. Intention, at that Time, of expoſing 
them to the World ) 'tis not unreaſonable 
to hope, That what hath been beneficial t 
one, may be helpful to another, It can 
not certainly be 'improper, to. #egin the 
Year with God, with whom we ſhould begin 
. every Day. *Tis decorous and becoming 
to Dedicate our felves to Him, in -a more 
folemn manner than ordinary, at ſuch - 
Time : Thankfully to acknowledge tis 
Favours and Bleſſings we have particular! 


received, the Tear Paſt ; And to og 
the 
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the Sins we have been guilty of : to confeſs 
and aggravate *em with Humility, Contri- 
nd 1:07, and deep Remorſe : to renew. our 
ng Covenant with God : to-repeat and fortifie 
17. our Xeſolnutions of living better ; implorj 
ul © his Grace to aſſiſt us in it : to refle& ſeri- 
'E ouſly on the Mutability, Frailty, and Brevity 
il of our preſent Life : to, conſider the Switt- 
<< neſs, Uncertainty, Irrecoverableneſs, and 
eirf} confequent Value of our Time - to look for- 
0g ward to a Bleſſed or Miſerable E ternity,, One | 
iv of which we muſt every one ſhare in; And 
by to confirm our Faith jn the Cerrainty thereolk, . 
0 conſidering our 2ear Approach to ſuch an un- 
changeable State : To think what Inprove- 
ment we ſhould make of the Death of others, #4 
eſpecially of Relations, and Friends, who have | 
lately been called home, : To make the Sup- 
poſition in good earneſt, that we may fol- 8} 
low them, Th:s Tear, and die before anather Ii} 
New-Tear's-Day : To impreſs ſuch a Thought IF 
toll on our Hearts, and the ferences that may WR 
0. 2aturally be deduced fromit : Tobeg of Goa, | 
hel to enable us to Redeem our Time, and dil- |f 
charge the duty of our particular Places, | 
and prepare us for all the Events of the follow- i | 
ing Tear» And ſo effeCtually Teach us ro nums | 
ber our days, that we may apply our Hearts unto/\| 
true Willow. Leſt we be ſaurprized by an 
Unexpected Death, betore the Period of ano- {iſ 
ther Year. And, laſtly, to pray for our Rela-| 
tions 
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tions and Friends, Families and Neighbours, 
(and our Enemies too ;) and plead with God 
on the behalf of $:0,, and the afflicted and} 
deformed ſtate of the Proteſtant Churches, 
To ſome of theſe, and the like Purpoſes, I 
hope what is here offered, may be ſubſer- 
vient ; if cogſidered with Serionſneſs and 
Application, after humble Invocation of the 
Bleſſing of God, and the Aids of his Spirit ; 
compoling our Minds and Thoughts,, as in 
= his moſt Awful, and Holy Preſence. 9 
1 have only this to requeſt ; That if Any; 
= Reader ſhall find any real Beref in this Fo 
WF kind, he would fofar requite my charitable 
= Aſfance of him ; that when his Heart is 


= moſt ſerious, his Spirit moſt compoſed and 


WW one Prayer to Heaven for me, 


| devout, and his. AﬀeQions moſt vigorous 
F and lively, he would not forget, to put up 
for Greater 


W Holineſs, and Abilities to Honour God, and 
| perſevering Faithfulneſs to his Truth, and Kg 


W Intereſt, whatever Temptations: to deſert 
it, maybe employed by the World, the Fleſh, 


and the Devil ; the three Great Enemies of Wit. 


W thine, and my Salvation, 


I, ©f* 
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he 

t: BA. 1.CYF the changeable State, and ſhort Du- 

_ O ration of Earthly things ; eſpecially 
of Man, how little it is conſidered and be- 


 lieved 3; how neceſſary it ſhould be. 
&. IT. Of the.change- in ens Inclinations, 
Opinions, 4nd ACtions which one year ſhews; 
bow obſervable it is in Others, haw,quuch more 
diſcernable in our ſelves, Honour 4»d Repu- 
tation, &c. haw wuncertainly preſerved, and 
how eaſily blaſted. 


rod of another Year. The Vanity of this Lite : 
The Swiftnels of Time, and how, to be Impro- 


ved. Po T3 
xt, 1V. Of the ſeeming Difference, between ſo 


to come. . 06.26 
Kt. V.. The little Portion of our Time on Earth 
conſidered, by. Computation of the Life of 
Man, from the number of Years and Hours. p.22. 
a 
ous and valuable a Treaſure it is, and will be 

thought to be when 'tis too late. P- 26, 
lect. VII. Of the Ordinances of Heaven, Day 

ana- Night, Summer and Winter, Seed Time 
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To the RraDrx. 


Nother Edition of this plain Ser 
mon being deſired, in hope, thi 
the Seriouſneſs of the SubjeQ, with t..1. 
weight of the Inſtance, which gave occalff Yor 
fron to it, might help to excite ſome of 7 
other to Repentance, and further a 4 ,, 


Preparation for the laſt Judgment ; ſl 5 
will probably be expedted that I ſhould ex 


| cuſe the Concealment of the Perſons Name 
| on whoſe account it was Preached, Uni 

_ which ] have only this. to ſay; that higp* 

' Name, Charafter and Converſation, th! - 
* Circumſtances of his Sickneſs, his Temper « 
, and Expreſſions on a Sick-bed, were then 
= /uficiently known, to obviate the leaſt In 
 fnuation of a Forgery; as to. what: 1 hav 
related concerning him. _ And as to any 0 
E ther Particulars, which I have not rec 
b ted, TI reckond that the Reader's Benelith, 
| would be as little concern'd in the Publi- 
b cation, as his Curioſity is like to be diſa-N 

 tisfied, if he expect any other Reaſon 6 
| its Concealment.. [-; | 


1-Y 


SY Funcral Sermon, 


tha 


thiB..1-Gaftes $i.59; Rejoyce, O young Man, in'th 
Tenth, and let thy ;"<a06- chear Thee in the dow 
of thy Youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, 
and in the fight of thine Eyes : But know thon, 
that for all theſe things God will bring thee into 


Tudgment, 


0 


Otwithſtanding our manifold Advan- 


Ne tages for ſerious Religion in our youn- 
Mt ger years, and the contrary Inconveni- 
hiWces of deferring it to old Age, or an indefi- 
m 1 hereafter; notwithſtanding our frequent 


rnings by the Death of others, to provide 
© or our own, and the unſpeakable hazard of a 
ck: bed Repentance ; yet howapt arethe moſt 
| their Youth and ſtrength -to forget, their 
Fieator, and themielves too! How prone to 

ndulge carnal Mirth and ſenſual Delights ! 
$ \uppoling, by a fatal prejudice and miſtake, 
at obedience to God would introduce Me- 
ncholy, deſtroy the chearfulneſs of Conver- 
ion, and ſpoil the ſweetneſs of humane Lite; 
nd thereupon refuſe to beſtowa ſerious thought 
wourt Religion, and another Wofld, till God 
Iy. (icknels, or an haſty death, ſummon them 
b-aPpear before his Bar : Upon which account 
it-cannot be thought unſeaſonable, upon all 
Occali- 
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Occaſions, to mind roy Perſons of their ;, 


and duty, their ſnares and dangers, their 
ter end, and final Judgment. 
What at this time directed my thoughts 
ſuch a Subject, 1s not unknown to divers x 


[ 
at 


' ſent, wiz, The death-bed Repentaxce of a yl 


' Adan lately _ who for ſome time n; 
attended this Le 


ſome Seriouſneſs and Profit, tho' at firſt i 


came only with a deſign to Carp and Scoff, 

_ great Remorlſe he told me 1n his laſt Sic] 
neſs. > 
And therefore, if there be Any now cor 
hither upon the ſame Errand, and with t 


ſame thoughts, I pray God command their A 
tention 3 (for otherwiſe it would be vain lie; 


me to beg 1t ) and accompany his own Wor 
with a powerful Efficacy, to convince thi 
Judgments, and perſuade their Wills, and: 
waken their Souls : That they may go awa 
with other Apprehenſions and Reſolutions tha 
they came, as this deceaſed Penitent once did 
whoſe Repentance, and Funeral may lead us 
r,this affectionate Apoſtrophe of the wi 


Con 
cont the Text, Rejoyce, O young Man mtHF 


Youth, and let thy heart cheay thee in the days of th 
youth; and walk in the ways of thy heart, « 


3n the Ju of thine Eyes ; but know thou, that ja 


all theſe things God will bring thee into judgmen 
For the Coherence of theſe words with ti 
preceeding Verſes, we need only obſerve, th: 


Solomon in the former Chapters, having give® 


many excellent Rules for the quieting of 0 


n—— 
oY 
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fn ed 


Minds, and the comfort of our Lives, ' unde 


all that Yavity, which he pronounc'd upon 74! 


Joris 


ure: I hope, at length, wit + 


IS 


; 
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zld, he comes in this Chapter to exhort us « *u 
prepare for -avother, For when all is done 
it can poſſibly be effected, in order to a con- 
nted and a happy Life; yet he tells us, that 
x Life it ſelf is vain and tranſient, our Death 
vitable, and that the days of darkneſs well be - 

a, verſ. 8. And then contutes that unrea- 
Wnable Inference, which the young Epicure is 
Wo prone to make, from ſuch Premaſes; de- 
» Wing his fooliſh pretence and plea, by an Jronie - 
Wnd yet - endeavouring to awaken his Con- 
jence, by declaring the Certainty of an After- 
choning, and by a ſolemn Citation of him be- 

re God's Tribunal. For to this purpoſe, we 
hay ſuppoſe the young Senſualiſt to retort the 
2ument, *© Are all things vam? Is lite un- 
certain, and Death and Dackneſs near ? 

Let me then enjoy the light as long as I can; 

T kt me indulge my Appetite, and pleaſe my 
FF Senſes, and gratihe my Luſts, and make the 
beſt improvement ot this vain, this ſhorr, 
uncertain Life. Have I but a little rime in 
which toenjoy this World? Let menot make 
it ſhorter, by a Stoical Reſervednels 3 me 
J not loſe this day, leſt I never have.aftthery 
Mut Eat and Drink, fo to morrow 1 may die. 
To which ſuppos'd Objection, the wi/e ſay 
Fanſwers, in the Words I have read, Rejozce, O 
wg Man, in thy youth, and let thy heart chear 
Wihee in the days of thy youth ;, q.d. © Let it do 


-'Y" thee good, and bring thee joy ; be as merry 


as thou canſt, and take all the ſatisfaction 
= thy Luſts can procure; if it be thought belt, 


CY and molt advitable to do fo. Walk in theways 
] " of thy heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes, 9. 4, 


Being 
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« Being reſolved upon a ſhort Life and a Ms 

ah ry, baulk nothing which thy Luſt doth &, 
* Ectate; deny thy ſelf nothing thy foollif 
©* heart can wiſh, or thy ſenſual Appetitemi, 
* crave. But know for certain, a day of Re 

© oning 1s at hand, when God will call the, 
* an Account,for thy ſenſual Luſts and your 

* full Follies. However »ow thou mayſt ſtifletlh 
* Convictions of thy Conſcience, by repeat 
* debauches,and lewd Company; however m 

* thou maiſt make a ſhitr, todrown the ſent] 

* ments of a reaſonable Soul, by the noiſe « 

* Riot; or bring the pleaſures of the Fleſh, t 

* baniſh the preſaging fears of rhy Immort 
* Spirit: However now thou mailt flatter, oh 
* delude thy ſelf, by the Principles of a Sadducehit 
or pleaſe thy ſenles by the Pratice of an Filly | 
cure; yet for all theſe things God will bring xj 
to Fudgment, q. d, Whether thou wilt or nd 
* a Scrutiny ſhall be made into thy paſt A 

© ons, and an Account muſt be given of thin 
&* jll-ſpent Life: 'And for all the vanities of th 

* Tonth, and the ſenſual Pleaſures that nowen 

«© tice® thee; God, (a terrible and a righteous 
God) will bring thee to his Tudgment Sear. , 
\ And it follows, v. 20+ Therefore remove Joriih 
tow from thy Heart ( by avoiding fin, which! 
the cauſe of ſorrow ) _ away evil fromt 
Fleſh, for Childhood and Touth are Vanity. 

From the words may be colle&ted theſe ruree 
general Heads of Diſcourſe, as comprehentve 
of the Sum of the Text, 

. 1+ In that Solomon makes uſe of an 1ronte, andiih 
ſo in mockery and derifion bids rhe young Mali 1 
Rejoice, we may take notice, that /ifal Mw to 

anay 
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| Senſual Pleaſure, 1s no real and ſubſtantial 
p, fit for a wife Man tockuſe. It hath but the 
fhrearance and the nawe of Foy; for what is 
wly ſo, is no where to be had, without the 
bar of God, and the faithful keeping of his Cone 

WAMECHTS. 
+. In that he diredts his Diſcourſe to the 
Wns Afar in particular, we have a plain in- 
atSmation; that Towns Perſons of all others, are 
rt apt to lay aſide the = of God, and forget 
tir Creator, through the Temptations of . ſenſnal 
leaſares, and Tomthful Laſts. 
3, Becauſe he tells the Jowng Man, that even 
þ muſt come to Tudgment, as an Argument: 
jſt proper to damp his carnal Mirth and 
ity, and putacheck to his purſuit of youth- 
W Luſts, we may hence obſerve, in what re- 
Mects the Conſideration of a future judgment 
th any force of Argument, to perſuade Touns 
ſons to ſtop in their courſe of ſin, and toremem< 
f their Creator in the days of their Tonth, 
As to the firſt, I ſhall divide it into two 
ches, and ſo contider, 1+ That the carual 
Whrth of Sinners hath but the Appearange and 
we of Foy; being expreſt by an rovie: While 
'M the contrary, they meet with trouble and 
tow, and diſſatisfaction in purſute of their 


$, 
II, That the Life of a ſerions Chriſtian in the 
reiflcy of God,and the keeping of his Commandments, 
T the only Chearful and Merry Life. 
J.1{t. That ful Iirth, and Serfnal Pleaſare 
Wb but the Appearance and name So Doubt - 
the thought of Joy carrieth Argument witty 


to a/lare, as that of Sorrow to diſſwaar ; on 
' Which 


= * \ vp 7; w 
4 

_ « 

; 


e's . 
4 ” neg ” 
+ $-S. 
Fa**%$ 


6 A Funeral Sermon. 
| Hin account,' we are commonly averſe 
erious practical Religion, 1n our younger yeqr 
as -ſuppoling it would interfere with all ti 
. . Pleaſures of humane Lite, and doom us to 
perpetual. Mourning, melancholy State; wha 
as the Jroxie in the Text may let us know 
that while we-wakk in the way of our own Heart 
and in the [5 of oxar eyes, we deceive our (el 
with the-Shadow of Joy, and the ame of Min 
- *Tis true, he#/ds the young Man here Rejollic 
and let his Heart chear. him, but it may be uh 
derftood as if ſpoken in perfect Scory and Dh 
rifion ; As knowing well that all his 44:rth x 
Cheartulneſs muſt be falſe and ſpurious, vs 
and 'cauſleſs , leſs in . Qzartity,. and worle 
uality, than the Rejoycrng of an:upright 
 Ntian. For as to ſentual Mirth, fo Grateful ani 
Charming. to the generality of yourh, either 
depends upan their Company, which tometimh 
begets Quarrels and- Wome 
Prob, 23 2g. without, cauſe ; or proves. ndſh 
1h | lutable ro their humour ; 
elſe ariſeth from .a particular . temper of Buſh 
highten'd by Meats and, Drinks, and main 
than ordinary Diet; (and ſo hath more of tl 
Beaft than of the an) and by conſequenc 
mult needs be of a ſhorr continuance, or 
1s the ſole effett of Touth, and fo will undoubi 
edly decay,. as they advance in Age. How 
. ver, it 4s 1n it ſelf contemptible and bale, Wh 
. feigned and not fincere, as appearing and 0 
real, as vain and without a toundation, as {tr 
rational and without a cauſe; and not col 
temptible only in zr /ef, but likewite in rela 
on to the Subjet?, the inferior part of 


- 
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erſe tfflhd muxch more 1a reference . to the OvjeF 


r yeariffeit carnal Mirth, when 'ris not only ſenſual, ' - 3 


all coiflic forbidden too; and as truly ſo in regard of 
's toe” Daration aifo, finge it is eafily difturb'd, 
wieghd quickly gone. [4.447% 
know How can it be imagin'd-that a courſe of fin 
Hearn give a Man any ſolid Mirth! When the Men 
 (elyhemſelves are at fuch a vaſt expence of Care, 
Mind Pains, and Trouble, of unavoidable Fear, 
(cod Shame, and anxious Thoughts ; either to: 
be unffpatrive, or ro accompliſh, or to-conceal their 
Kked Purpoſes and Practices ; So that I need 
t ask that queſtion, concerning the Joy of the 
vaſhicure, which Job doth of the _ " | 
F' of the FHhypocrite, what is it Job 27. & 
rfhen God [hall take away his Soul? OT 
ut in the mean time, what is #& now? What 
Wirth and joy have they for the preſent ? Who, 


muſt rack their Brains, and ſtretch their Fan-- . 


ous, and employ their moſt ſolicitous and, 

s. nÞncerned Thoughts, how ts | 

3 Proviſion for their Luſts; Rom. 17+. 14+ 
ond then maſt baffle their Rea- wo. 

Wn, and debauch their Coniciences, aGually 
enjoy them 2 For oftentimes a trqublelome 
w/cience- lays ſo many rubs in their way, 
ich they know not how to remove; ſtarts, 

W many Objections, which they cannot an- 
er 3 makes ſo many Doubts and Scruples, 
mich they know not how to refolve and over- 

Gome ; that if they will venture upon the Sin, 
t muſt be even in deſpire of themſelves. 

F- Sometimes the very Contrivance of theirSins, 
ves them ſufficient uneaſinebs and trouble to 
joil their Mirth 3 ſuch previous Thoughttul- 

| M 2 nels 
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|; neſs being neceſſary to frame the Model, t 
F fix the Time, to deſign the manner, and if 
order the Circumſtances of ſome Impietie 
and ſometimes the Wickednels it /e/f is its ow 
Puniſhment. ; 
Look _ -the Simmer {welling it 
Pride, or burning 1n Luſt, or drowning infff 
Senfuality ; confider him rackt with impati 
ent Deſires, and burthen'd with unavoidabk 
Fears, leſt his Attempt be unſucceſsful, or lef 
he be-diſappornted in the ſecrecy of the Enjoy" 
ment, and his Shame and Folly publiſh'd aff 
the World: And yet this is the merry life 0 
the ſenſual Epicare.. 

Beſides, when by a cuſtom and continuanc®* 
jn Sin, the Devil.is m full poſſeſſion, and lull 
upon the Throne 3 what Tyranny..dath it exY"* 
ercife 2 And what a blind Obedience muſt tha” 
Sinner yield 2 How often are you forced to def 
clare, that you approve of chat, which your 
mind condemns? How often do.you ſubſcridx 
to that as true, which you know to be falſe" 
And ſo run headlong againſt the light of Na”: 
ture, and the checks ot Conſcience, and ur; 
render Soul and Body and all, to the will of 
Satan, and the' command of an imperiou; 
domineering Luſt ? = 

- Now, what /dirth, or Foy can conſiſt witi 
ſuch a Servitude? Yea, while yc 


Fer. 9. 5s. weary your ſelves ta commit 1» 
quit) 2 Whar frequent vexationsl 
r 


do you meet with, 
your Hopes; finding ſorrow, where you look 
for joy, an offenſive Rtench inſtead of a pt 
fume, and a noiſome Weed in the-room of 


om the diſappointment oF: 


Flower 8 
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Yflower ? Still fomething more, and further, is 
thought neceſlary, to your Contentment and 
Grisfaction, and Joy, than what you 'poſlcſs 
already : Either the Prefence of ſomewhat 
- Which you cannot obtain 3 or the Abſence of 
 Womewhat, which you cannot get rid of; or 
-Wthe Continuance of ſomewhar, which is not 
\ Min your power to keep; or fuch a Change and 
alfVariety as you cannot accompliſh : And muſt 
= be concluded the only merry and joytul 
Life 2 

Moreover, let a Man but ask you on the 
BMorrow, what is become of the pleaſure of 
Bf Nights Debauch ? When there remains no- 

thing 5 a {ting in the Conſcience; Where 

ben, I pray, 1s your Mirth and Joy? For when 
Monce the heat of your Wine and luſt is dver, 


nd you dare take the liberty of ſober Thoughts, 


Keuity Conſcience will then tell you your own, 
ind you ſhall hardly be able to ftop its Mouth. 
nd rhough in part you may have waſh't a- 
ay the ſenſe of former Drank by more 

Wine, or think to drown the voice of your 
Moſom Enemy, (the Accuſer within, ) by run- 

ing into jovial Company, and an exceſs of 

tiot; yet ſome ſmart AMiction, or ſome 


- {arp Reproof, or ſome ſcrious Sermon, may 


t your Sins 1n order again, and make your 
- Fvounds to bleed afreſh: And then Conſcience 


Mtorwithſtanding your endeavours to ſtop its 


» aFfouth, and ſmorher its Accuſations) will not 
il to laſh the Drankard, and ſtone the Admi- 

« Werer, and make the Lips of an Har/et bite like 
Cockatrice, You ſhall bear its Voice, and un- 
;Fferſtand its Errand, and feel a mortal qualm 


M 3 upon 
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upon your Spirits, from ſuch "Convitian 1 


you cannot eafily ſtifle, 


But if this be not the caſe of 4/7, becauſ 


ſome are given up to a Reprobate Senſe; y; 
how often on a Sick. bed doth the agitation « 
their own diſturbed Thoughts, ſet all in a Flan 


within? When the remembrance of their drm 


ken Exceſſes gives them Vinegar and Gall t 
Drink, and makes them once more Sick; fror 
that terrible Thought, that 'for ought the 
know, the next Drawght may be ot the C 
of God's Eternal Wrath, in the Lake of He 
When the remembrance of their £0/#f! Heat 
gives. them the ſad Proſpet# and Preludium 
unquenchable Fire, into which they are {ink 
inz> When the Fcho of their Oaths an 
Blaſphemies ( which tuck through the Nan 
of God) ſhall pierce their Souls with an int 
lerable Remoriez When a ſad reflection 0 
their paſt Prophaneneſs, in ſcofing at what 1 
Serious and Holy, in ridiculing Religion, an 
making a mock. of Sin, ſhall put them into 
Fit of Trembling, from the unavoidable Fears c 
# Judgment to come, Now if this be the ora 
wary State of their Caſe, as moſt certain it is 
well might the Wiſe Man expoſe their Mirtl 
ro ſcorn, and by an Jronie give them leavet 
Rejoyce. 

Il. That the Foy of a Righteous, Holy Perſn 
11 the fear of Goa, and the keeping his Command 
ments, is the only true and proper Joy : And th 
life of an upright Chriſtian, the only Che 
ful and merry Life. . 

Whereas ſome have inferr'd, that becaul 

TRE! 
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Sthere is 4 Yee pronounc'd in 
Scripture to thoſe that /awgh, Lnke 6. 25, 
and a Bleſſeaneſs to thoſe that Mar. 5. 4- 
Mourn and Weep : That it 1s 
therefore neceſſary, if we will be ſerious Chri- 
ſhans, thar we muſt be Sad and Unſociable, 
arm Melancholy and Dejetted, and lead a Life of 
continual-. complamrts and ſorrows. They 
might as well conclude a neceſſiry of turning 
Monks or Beggars, becauſe the Scripture faith, 
that it is eafrer for a' Camel to x 
paſs through the Eye of a Needle, Mat. 16. 24» 
than for a rich Man to enter into 
w off the Kingdom of Heaven. Foras to that part of 
Jl 2 Chriſtians Life, which confelts. in the Con. 
; an templation of Spiritual Things, the infinire Ex- 
Sf o//ency of the Objetts muſt render 1t pleaſant. 
And as to that, which confilts in Prattice, it 
Y mult needs be more ſo;. from the encouraging 
J Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and the Joy 
of the Holy Ghoſt 3 unſpeakably more de- 
lighgtul and fatisfactory, than the moſt ra- 
wiſhing Pleaſares the Epicure can boaft of: 
ora The beſt of his, being ſhort and tranſient, and 
It 15 mixt with ſome uneatinels and trouble. But 
urtY the delights of an Holy Sol, are pure and ſub- 
e i ſtantial, durable and laſting, rifing higher and 
increaſing. more, by the very Enjoyment ; not 
7/onfj eaſily interrupted by a change of outward Cir- 
ay cumitances and Conditions in the World, nor i 
tf} broken on a ſudden by little Accidents that ! 
ay} befal us unawares ; which is not to be deny:d YU 
In reference to ſenſual Joy. il 
aul S$irs, who 1s it, that either is, or can be } 
ni Forfel 7 that actually is fo, or hath reaton ro- Wt 
M 4 be 7 
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be fo, if-not the upright, Obedient Chriftie? 

Is not the continual preſence of God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Gboſt ; and the conſtant 
Miniſtry and Attendance of his blefled ger, 
a ground of Joy? He may then rejoyce. Is not 
peace with God, and peace with Conſcience, 
and peace with the whole Creation 3 Is not 
Redemption from the bondage of Sin, from 
the {lavery of the Devil, from the fting of 
Death, and the curſe of the Law, and God's 
Eternal Wrath, enough to make him Chear- 
*u1 ? He may then Rejozce, 

If the Favour of God, and the Acceptance of 
their Perſons, and Services with him, be fuſh- 
cient reaſon to diſſuade from Sadneſs ; they 

may then eat their Bread with 
Eccleſ. 9. 7. Toy, and drink their Wine with 4 
merty Heayt, for God accepteth 
both them and their work, | 

If freedom of Acceſs to the Throne of Grace ; 
if a promiſe of being granted in whatſocer 
they ask; if the higheſt Aſſurance from a God, 
that cannot lye, as all things ſhall wark for 
good; if to dwell in his Houle, and fit at his 
ſable, and be related to him as to a Father | 
if to hear his Word, and fing his Praiſe and 
yeceive the Communications of his Grace, the 
' pledges of his Covenant Love, and the com- 
tortable foretaſts of Everlaſting Joy, be enough 
to make them Chearfal; they, and; y#&#-ariy 
| haveright to be ſo: And that i» very Condt- 

rion. Are they reproacht and (anda The 
; may yet be Chearful, becauſe God” WI, 
3 "> 1 forth. their Righteouſneſs 
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z, theſÞl verty, or Sickneſs, or Difappointments in 
WtanÞ their Deſigns and Hopes? They may yet be 
ngelr, fl Chearful, and thank God for all the Advantage 
s not Þ and benefit of his wiſe diſpenſations of 1- 
rence, F dence. Are _ Te 

| not may yet be Chearfaul; becanſe 


from God will ſhortly tread Satan mnder Rom. 16. 20. | 


g Of their Feet, and not permit them 1 Cor. 10. 13+ 
5005 to be tempted above what they are 
bear- | able. Do they ſuffer for Righteouſneſs Sake ? 

they may yet be Chearful ; yea, | 
ce of © Rejoice and be exceeding glad, James 1. 2+ 
luſh. Y and comnt it alt joy to receive fuch 


they F an Honour. For there are promiſes, particu- * 


with © larly referring to ſuch a State, ſufficient tO EN- 
th 4 courage them; yea, to make them Reoyce. 
th} Do they ſometimes Mourn with a godly Sorrow ? 
J Yet may they ſtill Rejoice, fince to confider the 
End, and Effet of rhar ſorrow, will give it a 
mixture of Joy: And even their Penitential 
Tears do but clear their Eyes to look up to 
Heaven, with delight and comfort, and ena- 
ble them the better to read a Pardoy. 
S And here it were eafie to ſhew, how their 
Faith, and Hope, and Love, their Humility, 
Meekneſs, and Patience ; their Contentedneſs 
with God's allotment, their Refienation to his 
Will, their Satisfaltion i his Choice, their el 
gfeanne with his Oraer, their preparedneſs 
every Condition, their Diligence in their 
Hikes, their Moderation in the uſe of law- 
 wiLEwmAgs, and their Innocency and Harmlet(- 
"neſs it their carriage and behaviour towards 


Ms joytul 


r3 1) 
as the Noon-day, Are they Afflited, by Po- þ 


red by the Devil? they. 


others, do all contribute to a chearful and a * 
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joyful Life» Therefore well might the Palmif 

| tell us, That the Righteons [hal 

Pſal. 64. 10. be glad in the Lord, and all the 

upright in Heart ſhall Glory, And 

well might our Lord adviſe his Diſciples, not 
| to be lifted up with the gift of 
Tuke to, 20. Miracles, but Rejoice rather that 
F their Names were written in Hea- 

#e#n. And well might the Apoitle command 
Chriſtians to rejo3ce, (not by an Jronie, as $i 
lomen here ſpeaks to the Young Man, bur ) in 

the moſt rea! and proper ſenſe, 
Philip. 4+ 4+ Rejoyce in the Lord always; ye, 

| and again, 1 (ay rejoyce. 

Thus much for the firſt General. 

II. Let us confer, in that Solomen direfts 
his diſcourſe to the 7owng 2fan, in particular 
we have thence a plain intimation, that of al 
others, Toung Perſons are moſt apt to neglett the 
fear of God, and. be unmindful of therr Maker, 
through the temptation of ſenſual Pleaſures, and 
nouthfud Luſt s. 

Though God demand. his Right as ſoon as 
we are capable of underftanding it ; and to 
ſerve the Lord from our Youth is but juſt and | 
reaſonable; confidering that ſo great a part of 
* our Life is already cut. off by our Infancy and 
» Childhood; though the longer we delay, the | 
| greater Difficulty ſhall we meer. with,when e- 
ver we ſet about it; though our whole life at 
* longeſt ( as /con as we are capable, and as lay 
| 4 we line ) ſhould be devored to God, and 't1s 
| all little enough, if we conſider its relation to 
+ our Eternal State; though the ſooner we be- 
| gin, the more Welcome we ſhall be, and the 

more 
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more acceptable our Obedience ; yea, thought {FF 
an Early Piety be the only fx. method, ro if. 
prevent the hazard of a ſudden Death, and 
the uncomtortable reflections of Old Age, and iF 
the intolerable Pangsof a Death-bed Remorſe 3 
yet ſuch is the power of Original Sin in Young 1 
Perſons ; ſuch, and ſo many, are the ſnares of I 
Youth; and thole fo agreeable to their vicious 
Inclinations; tuch the force of Prejudice ; fuchr- 
the artifices of the Devil ;. and ſo prevalent the 
perſwaſions of evil Company: We are uſually. 
10 proud, . ignorant, and unexperienced, 10 - if 
raſh, haſty, and unadviſed; and fo eafily in- 3 
fected with Sadduciim, and the Principles of. 
Infidelity ; foloth to aſſent tro any ſuch Premi- 
ſes, whoſe Concluftien will infer the neceſlity of : 
changing our preſent courſe; that ſuch, of 
all others, do. molt need a ſerious Admonition - 
to remember their latter end, and final Judg- 
ment, leſt through the Temptations of tenſu» +} 
al Mirth and Pleaſure, they part the evil day i 
{ar from them. H 

For ( alas!) how ſeldom dg we confider i: 
Youth, what we are! And.why we were made ! if 
Or what is our buſineſs in .the World ! And } 
what will be the. end of our. preſent courſe ! 
Whereas one Thought of God and our laſt 
Judgment, ſhould be.enough to drown all o-W 
ther Thoughts, .as.the noiſe. of. a Canon. doth i 
that of a Whiſper. it 

Senſe 1s 10 prevalent, and Reaſon ſo:weak,,t 
we are 10 much inclined to the one, and folfif 
unwilling to be led by the other ;; that. Toys|## 
and Frifles, $ports and Recreations, and . theif 
Vanities. of Fools and Childzen poſſels ou 

 *' hearty 
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+ hearts, and employ our time : Neither looking 
* behind us, to what we have either done, or 
F been; nor before us, whither we are going; 
| and what 3n all likelihood will be the Period 
| of our preferit Mirth, and the fad Cataſtrophe 
{ of our Youthful Luſts. 

* Young Perſons will hardly be convinced, 
” but that Now 1s their feafon to be Brisk, and 
 Jovial; having Time ( as they count ) to com- 
| mand, and the World before them: They 
'- will not be perſwaded, but that it is time e- 
, nough to think of Death, when they are ar- 
| reſted by Sickneſs, or whither'd by old Age. 
| Let them be concerned about another World, 
{ who are leaving: this, Their Blood now is 


| are quick, and their Paſſions ſtrong ; they 
will watk in the way of their own Hearts, and 
3n the fight of their Eyes; and ordinarily fplit 
- upon that Rock of Evil Company, where fo 
many thouſand Veſſels, at their firſt Lawnching 
our have daſht in pieces. Beſides, their Age 
is moſt invitingto the Devil, to bend his chiet- 
eſt Forces againſt them, rather then againit 
Children, or Aged Perſons; the former not be- 
13ng capable of _—_ a choice, and the latter 
being fix'd, and refolv'd in their way: His 
principal endeavours therefore are levelled a- 
painſt Nomthz to draw off their hearts from 
God and Holy Things, and to divert their 
thoughts from the conſideration of Death and 
Judgment, which would otherwiſe reſtrain 
and check them,in purſuit of their Luſts ; and 
this brings me to the thixd General, to con- 


j 3. That 
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es # 
EF 
+ 


4 warm, and their Spirits nimble, their Senſes | 


A Funeral Sermon. 17 


III. That for all theſe things God will bring u« * 
ts Tudgment ; and therein, what Argaments the 
dogkts of a future Tudgment may rationally 
ſuggeſt, 70 damp the are Mirth of young Per- 

ſons, and perſuade them to Remember their Crea- 

tor in the days of their Tonth. s 

There are many might be drawn from this 

Paſſage, as that There is a Judgment to come z 

that Young Perſons ſhall be brought to Judg- 

ment ; that God will bring them to Judgment ; 
the God who made them, whom they forgor 
and negle&ted; who neither wants Power or 

Will to make good his Word: That for all theſe 

things, tor all the ways of Youthful Luſt and 

Folly, thox ſhalt be brought to ment, Pri- 
Imarily for our afﬀeCttions and thoughts, for 
the ways of our Heart, and for the wor of our 
Hands, and the words of our Mouth, as pro- 
ceeding from them. And that this 1s fo un- 
queſtionably Certain, that all might know it 
þd of ſo much Conſequence, that even in 
Youth it /howld be known, and confider'd. 

To inforce this Argument, I might here 
mind you of the Miſchief you will do to others 
bya n ill Example; and of the Aggravation of + 
your Sin, by employing the bet of your time © 
n the ſervice of the Devil ; which muſt needs 
make Judgment more terrible, in that your 
inal doom, and the conſequences of ir, will 
t the more ſevere. 

I might tell you, that the ſooner you Re- 
pent, the more Hopeful is your Caſe ih refe- 
rence to a Pardon: I might largely deſcribe the ' 
happy Influence of an early Piety, with reſpect © 
Þ the future part of your lives; to direct your 
Choice, 
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y - Choice, and govern your. Attons, and. preyen 


a great deal of Sin, and Shame, Sorrow, .andffÞ Mir 
Repentance : I might. mention the comtorts lf infa 
ble Reflections in Old. Age upon a well-ſpentÞ Lor 
Life; your Io 1a of greater Service to Godffl the 
now, and the Aſſurance of a weightier. Crow wt 
of Glory hereafter, with all the other conſide afle 
rable. Benefits, that have. reſpect either to aff Ch; 
ſafe and happy Life, a comfortable Old Agef eve: 
and a peaceable Death, or a joyful Refurretti eve: 
on,.and a bleſſed Eternity;. All which will goo, 
come under the Argument in the Text ; and not 
what-I ſhall fay of it, may be comprizd un} me 
der the following-particulars pla 


1. Let Young Perſons conſider, . that not anc 
wy x05 Ivy preſent Mirth and JollityY int 


et the Judgment of God .is infallibly Certanf Ob 

þ is an unqueſtionable, undoubred Truth& the 
that for all theſe things Goa will bring thee tal flin 
Trudgment. : tha 

2. Conſider, that this Judgment is »ear a he : 

hand, and will ſhortly take place. E 

. Confider your Summons may be ſuddany mu 

| before you are aware. £41 
|. _ 4+ Conſider that Youth and Health is tha to ; 
fitteſt _time.to prepare for this Fudgment of- God. Y dor 

5. That it through the temptations of carF ys, 

nal . Mirth and” youthful Lutts, you negleF vin 
your Preparation, it is more than probableF he - 
that your paſſage by Death'to this Tudgment oi þ 


God, will be very uncomfortable and full of horn this 

6, That this Tuagment it ſelf, and its imvY giv 
diate Conſequences, will be intolerably dreadful 1 cer: 
anprepared Sinners, whether Toung or Old. 


1, Con 
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| 
d 
| 
tf Lord, {aid the Apoſtle, and here/know that for 


theſe things. God will bring to Judgment. 
What is here affirmed concerning Her/ors, is 


j 
Chapter, that God will 

every work into Judgment, with Eccl, 12. Iqs 
every ſecret thing, whether «t bs 

4 or whether it be evil : Methinks I need 


not tell you, that the Doctrine of this Judg- 
þ ment, is declar'd in Scripture with the 


pony, confirm'd by the ſtrongeſt Evidence, 4 ; 


# and preſt upon the Conſcience with the moſt 
A inforcing Arguments; or that moſt of the 

Objections on the behalf of the Sadaxcee, and 
j the ſenſual Epricwre, are ſo very weak and tri- 


fling, that if their Luſts. were not ſtronger I 


than their Arguments, they themſelves would 
be aſhamed to offer them» Pe: 
For whoſoever disbelieves a future Judgment, 


J tnuſt either conclude that the Almighty God - | 
cannot, or that the Righteoxs God will not, call us © | 


to an account for what we have received and 


done : Tho' his abſolute Omnipotence doth aſſure it 
Y us, that he can, and his invariable 7rath- ( ha» * | 
J ving declared his purpoſe) that undoubtedly | 


he will, 


this Judgment of God, which the. Scripture 
gives us > That all thoſe plain Aﬀextions con 


cerning the Judge himſelt, and the Perſons to | 


be Judged, and the conſequence of the Judg- 
only 


EY 


1. Conſider, that notwithſtanding your preſent | | 


Mirth and Jollity, yet this final Judgment is Ml 
infallibly Certain. Knowing the Terror of the 


aſſerted likewiſe conternng TA inthenext 4Þ 
; | 1 


And can. we think, that all the Aſſurance, of Þ 


ment, and the. certainty of it.2 That they 'are iſ 
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E only Terms of Art to Aﬀeright the World, and 
z Not real, certain Truths, which will take &. 
” feet =o pe hog their natural meaning ? Can 
we ſuppoſe, that the whole Account is perfef 
Fittion, and meer Romance ? Contriv'd on pur. 
poſe to keep the World in due Decorum, and 
{o to prevent fome bad Effedts, only in reterence 
to the preſent State of things, which would 
probably follow, if this Beliet did not obtain? 
Whereas 1s 1t not neceffary, that there ſhould 
be a Judgment day, for the conviction, and 
condemnation of great Sinners, that ſcorn the 
Legiſlative Authority of God, and trample on 
his Government, and are above the check and 
controul. of Human Laws? Is it not neceſlary 
to manifeſt the Righteouſneſs of God, as Rwler 
of the World, in rendring to every Man ac- 
cording to his Works, and to uphold the ho- 
nour of his wiſe Government, whereof Fwag- 

ment is as neceſſary and effential a part as Le 
* giſlation? (The latter withonr the former be- 
ing little elſe than ſhew and mockery :) Is it not 
neceſſary, for the vindication of Religion from 
that Contempt and Scorn, that is pour'd upon 
it? Is it not neceſſary, to unriddle the myite- 


ries of Divine Providence? And diſcloſe the | 


ſecret wickedneſs of Hypocrites? And put a 
Difference between thoſe that ſerve him, and 
thoſe that refuſe to do ſo 2 Neceſſary moreo- 
ver to rectifie the miſtakes, and falſe Opinions, 
that are abroad in the World, concerning God, 
and Chriſt, and Holineſs, and Sin? And to 
ut an end to Controverſies, and determine the 
ifferences concerning what is Truth and what 

» is Error? Theſe, and ſuch like things _ 
, ered, 


: 
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dered, ( beſides the Amthority of Divine Writ, 
do morally aſſure us, that there will be an After- Þ 
reckoning, and a final Judgment. And ſhall 
not one ſerious thought of rhe Certainty there- 
of, give a check ro your carnal Mirth 2 And 
calt a datnp upon your ſenſual joy 2 And abare 
your heat, and vigour in a courle of Sin? For 
did we but believe, that for all theſe things God 
will bring us to Tudement, could we fo readily 
entertain the Temptations of the Devil, and 
fall fuch an eaffe Prey to his Devices? How 
could ſo many _— Toaths invade their 
own Damnation, an faareh.ie as it were. out 
of the hands of Juſtice > Thruſt away their 
_ and future Happineſs ? And fly into the 
evil's Arms, in the purſuit of their Youth» 
tul Luſts 3 tho' they have been told ſo plamly, 
and warn'd fo frequently of a Future Judg- 
- | ment 2 How could theſe things be, if they did 
- E but believe the Certaznty of this final Judgment? 
- | And how dreadful will be their Caſe, who are 
not awaken'd till they find it to be ſo2 Who 
| I will not acknowledge this Judgment of God, 
|} till they know the dreadfulneſs and terror of 
Fit, by being brought to their Tryal > Who will 
F not believe, that God will ever call them ro 
an Account, till a final Impenirence, joyn'd 
with their Infidelity, bring *them under his 
Condemning Sentence. 

2. Conſider, that this Judgment is near at 
band, and will ſhortly take place, As Death will 
confign us over to God's Tribunal, fo Child- 
hood and Youth, Manhood and Old Age, are 
but ſeveral ſtages, that haſten us to 
Death. er 4 little while, and we J9 16-22 
mult 


I 
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muſt go the way of af living : How concern'd 
and thoughtful ſoever now we are about this 
World, we muſt ſhortly. bid adieu, and take 
our leaye. Even the Mar of Bufine/s muſt find 
a time todie, and give an account of his Ste- 
wardſhip ; tho' he allow himſelf /:tt/e or now, 
to prepare for Death and -ſudgment. Our 
Torth and Strength is quickly gone, we ſoon 
decline and languiſh into Duſt; As ſoon-as.we 


begin to live, we are haſtning to the end of our 


Lite. As a Candle, affoon asit begins to burn, 
or an Hour-glaſs afſoon as it is turned, doth 
| haſten to its end: (Our life wi- 

1 Pet. 1. 24. thering like a F/ower, and pal- 
Pſalm 90. 4. fing hke a watch in the Night.) 
We muſt die ſhortly, and much 

ſooner than they,who lived in the firſt apes of 
the World. As Death is the certain conſ- 
quence of O/d Ape, ſo thoſe Evil days (as the 


wiſe Man calls them ) do ſtill draw near, - and 
will quickly overtake us. Whether we eat, or 


drink, or (leeg,; whether we be ſad or merry; 
whether we talk or are filent ; whether we 
work or-are idle; whether we are ftudious or 
careleſs; . whether we. prepare for Death and 
Judgment, or whether we deſpiſe and avoid 
tuch Thoughts: And yet. how do the moſt 
ſpend their youthful days ir vanity and fin? 
With a careleſs negle& of God and their Salva- 
tion, in Glmttony and Drunkenneſs, in C bamber- 
| mg and Wantonneſs, not putting 
Rom.12,12,' 4» = Lord Teſus, nor walking in his 
Spirit ; but making proviſions fat 

the fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof. As if this 
day of the Lord were agreat way off, at a migh- 
ty 
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ty diſtance : Whereas our Judge is & the Door, 
and the End of all things doth approach, and 
ke Y it can't be long,e're all the World muſt receive 
nd their Doom. | | 
te- A Believing Thought of this, would cer- 
"| tainly imbitter the Pleaſures of Sin, would 
uw quench our fond Defires, and check our Fool- 
onff iſh Hopes, and ſpoil the reliſh of our carnal 
We joy ; would blaſt the Beauty, and darken the 
uſter of worldly Greatneſs; wouldſadden the | 
n, Delights, and weaken the Temprations of |} 
ny fleſhly Pleaſures. For what Satisfa8tion can 
-E that Man take in Jovial Company, in the pa- 
ſtimes of Children, and the laughter of Fools, 
}| who is verily pertwaded, that ere long he muſt Þ 
appear to 7uagment? How can he be enamour- } 
ff ed of this Earth, and after ſerious deliberation If 
| be fond of outward Grandure 3 who belitves | 
ef and knows, that ſhortly rhe It 
il Earth it ſelf ſhall be burnt up, 2 Pet. 3. 10. HH 
'F the Trumpet of the Arch-Angel 
58 ſound, and our Glorious Judge ſummon. all Þ 
* Man-kind before his Bar, by that Thundring # 
| Voice, Ari/e, ye dead and come to Tudgment ? | 
'Y And can we grant this day of the Lord, to be Þ 
| not only certain, but near at hand, and not | 
think it time to prepare for our ſolemn appear- 4 
ance? Shall we contradict our Principles, and } 
live in a repugnancy- to our avowed: Creed, ? 
under the plain Cenfure of notorious Hy ecrifie j 
or Folly? The Firſt, from our profethon, if Þ 
we do not believe 1t; the Second, | nw. the un» 7] 
{uitableneſs of our prattice, in caſe we do. Þþ} 
3- Confider that your Summons to this Fudg 
ment of God may be ſudden and unexpetted, and 
ouere 
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L overtake you unawares, When God will requite 
| your Souls to appear before his Tribunal, how 
toon, or ſuddenly he will do ir, you cannot 
ſay. The time and p/aceof our Death, in kind- al. 
neſs and wiſdom, are concealed from us, that}... 
we may every where ſtand upon our guard, and 
every moment expect our call to Fuagment. Be. 0: 
cauſe we know not whether God by Sickne 
will advertiſe us of our approaching end, br 
his ſtroke be ſudden by an unexpected Caſualty. 1c 
And therefore /ofes ſpeaking to pre 

Dent, 70. 20. the Fews, as to one Man, faith 
of God, He is thy Life, and the, 

length of thy Days,q.d.The ſhortning or prolong: f| ne, 
ing of thy days is in the Hand of God. Hence F 
ſore are taken the firſt hour, and ſome ar theY,,; 
third, and ſome at the ſixth, and fome at the * 
ninth, and others let alone till the Eleventh; Þ 4 
but that is a great uncertainty : For we may 7.4 
be ſurpriſed. Innumerable Accidents attend us F gy 
every where, that may blot our names out of I ,-. 
the Book 6 Life, and ſuddainly confine us to II ,,. 
| the Chambers of Death. It may be, this day pre 
; weare Jovial, and in health among our Friends, | &c 
'\ and worldly Afﬀairsz and to worrow arreſted I þ.. 
{ with a Summons to Judgment. ' In the 407m JF ,, 
77g in chafe of earthly Honour, Riches, or De- F ,,+ 
> lights; and in the Everizg laid out for our F*- I ,c 
 zeral, by various Accidents not now foreleen Þ | 
& by us, or by any of our Frienas. fine 
F We may be cut off while we preſume on || 4;p 
- hereafter, while we refolve to Repent, in the I j,; 
| midſt of our holy purpoſes, before they are N rag 
performed: For tho' we read in Scripture vt 
"the Simmer of an Hundred Tears Old, that he yu 
'E. e 
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he accux/t; yet have we no example of one in a %. | 
thouſand, that lives to that Age. This young 
Wn Per/or, whoſe Funeral occalion'd my Diſcourſe, 
ty not many days fince, was as ſtrong and health- 
-J ful.and as likely to live as any of us; and 'tis a 
ay very great queſtion, whether Tex and 1 may 
nd have /o mach time, and Space to repent upon a | 
tf Sich-bed, as he had; who n_— his Senfes, 
5 ind the uſe of his Realon to the very laſt. This 
8 day therefore.cannot be too ſoon to prepare, 
J-Þ becauſe to morrow may be too late: Every un- 
0 I prepared Sinner being expos'd to as many ha- 
» zards of Everlaſting deſtruction, as there may 
"I be —w—_—_ to ſurprize hm with a ſudden 
5” | Death. 4 
© 4. Conſider, that Touth and Health is the fit= |} 
TY teſt time to repens for this final Tudgment. 

©*F As to the former, if we but refle& on the 


' I manifold infirmities of Old Age; that weak- 
/ f neſs of body, and that decay of. parts which 
n doth uſually accompany that State. the hard- 
ning of their hearts by a cuſtom and continu= *' 

' Y ance in Sin; the loſs of Memory and quick Ap» - |} 
' I prehenſion ; the want of thoſe vigorous Af- 1 
© tections, and flexible Inclinations, which they 
had in Youth, ( which makes it more difficult 
to convince and perſuade them ; ) ſuch Confide- 
rations as theſe ſhould be enough todifeotrage 

us from adventuring to delay. | 
Beſides this, how can ſuch Perſons expett to 
find Acceptance with Gd in the dregs of their 
time, after the miſpending of an whole Life to 
bis Diſhonour? For tho' I would not diſcou- 44 
rage their utmoſt.Endeavoms, and thro' the # 
mercy of- God in Chriit, there is hope enough 7; 
ro « 
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+ to prevent a total Deſpair; yet what can we8* 
; ſuppoſe ſhould be the tubſtance of ſuch a Mangan 
[4 Prayer, but ro this effe&t 2 Ft 
| *©* Lord! IT have waſted my days in fin; and 
| © ſacrificed the flower of mine Age to Sport and #7 
1+ © Folly, to the provocation of thy Jaſtics 3 
[+ * and the hazard of my Salvation ; the beſt of #* 
# © all my 7Tzwe, I muſt conteſs, hath been de 
| © voted to the will of Satan, and devoured by 
” © my Luſts: Bur I here preſent thee with the # 
I © Zees and Refuſe of my Strength and Age; | 2. 
| © the-little Fragments, -and poor -remainder tel 
| **which they have left* I beſeech thee, for the pe 
* fake of Chriſt, toreceive me now ar laſt, tho' || 9# 
* I did obſtinately deny Obedience to thy ear- & * 
t © lier Calls, and wilfully refus'd to return ſoon- 
” %er: Tho' now my ffrength, as well as my ##" 
& © Body, | is bow'd down: to the Grave, and I 
** am hardly capable of doing thee any Service; | *<* 
F '* yet deny me not, O Lord, to /ive with thee I Y'" 
E. * in the other World, tho' I have livd f ng ** 
 * without thee tn this, What pronunnry; do 
+ we imagine,is there like to be info weak an Ad- Be 
* dreſs. Without a Sovercign' Extraordinary || *N: 
# Grace, to reheve the Exigence of ſuch fad and I} ©9. 
| diſcouraging Circumſtances, how little Hope is be 
F there, when you cannot conſider upon any 
& - Subject for a quarter of an hour, - without ma- 
* nifold Interruptions ? 
* And then as ro Hea/th; That for certain is the ter 
” * moſt proper time to prepare for Judgment: Let ab 
{us but ſuppdle the young Sinner ſeiz'd by a fit F .. 
of Sikneſe, if the acutenefs of the Dileafe do {| 30 
& not influence the brain, and cauſe a delirinm, | 
* 'yet is that a time to Repent, and make your 


peace 
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Þ& it is very probable. ( and you may juſtly fearit } 4 
that yowr paſſage, by Dearth, to 1 


ih 


 Fpeaceawith God, and provide for your Ae So 
Wance- before his Judgment-Seat? For uſually ti. 
Underſtanding is then clouded , the Fancy 
then difturb'd, the Paſſions difordered, and the 
: -- Conſider ſerioully, what is wont to be the Þ 
[Herry of a violent Diſtemper ſuppoſe Reſit= 7 
leſneſs, through heat, or pain, or want of ; 
or -ſuppoſe the Phyfician ſhould miſtake thy | 
Cafe, or the. Devil uſe his ſubrilty and malice | 
; 
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| ters to their Immortal Souls, and their Eternal _ 
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houghts dittratted. 


to deceive or terrife thy guilty Soul ; and then 
tell me, whether a Sick-ved be a fit ſeafon to — | 
repare for Judgment ? May not thy thoughts | 
ave work _— to ſtruggle with thy Pains, |} 
or to ſettle thine Eſtate, or > ay thy {| 


mourning Friends about - thee? en thy } 


Spirits almoſt gone, thy Sins many, and thy 
Fears great, .and thou haſt hardly ſufficient 7} 
Strength to get rid of a clot of Spittle;z Is that 
a time to enter the liſts with Principalities.and 
Powers, and all the Rulers of outer darkneſs? 
Beſides, 'tis the Caſe of many, that the nearer 
they approach to Death, the /e/s apt they are 
to Callavein: And ſo periſh in their Security, 
being totally unconcern'd about a future Jude, 
ment, 

But ſuppoſing the free uſe of Reaſon, and 
an awaken'd apprehenſion likewiſe of whatre- 


avade, I then add I 
'$. That if through the enticements- of - 
Youthful Luſts, you now neglect to p 


udgment of | 
Gol 
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IF God will be very uncomfortable; and fullaf barns 
& Whether Repenitance onthebrinik-of theGran 
* aftera wicked life, may beSaving or no, i8nht 
| - the queſtion, -Thro' an extraordinary abt of 
E Grace (whereof the penitent Thief was an th 
- Manes) it cannot be:deny d poſſible : But whit 
' 4t's Sincereand Saving, 'who can tell any other. 

} wiſe, than as in charity we muſt hope the beſt} 
"For as to. the. Perſons themſelves,on'a ſick and 
| Qeath-bed,how car they in an Ordinary. way 

be aſſured of their Sincerity 2 Its therefor} 
gee "that their laſt Sickneſs 'willf be wvery 
tf ortable,though their Repentance ſhoulj 
; prove ſmcere, and their Souls be faved in the 
day of Chriſt, For ſuppoſe, when their fins 
- Rare them in the tace, and they did never zil 
. .yow bethink themſelves of the neceffity of x 
- 'Pardon;. That $44: ſhould now, tell "them, 
” | that their Repentance comes too . /ate, to meet. 
- | with that Mercy they fo long abus'd. Sup- 
2D | he tell 'em, that 'tis alk owing totherÞ ; 
= Fears of Death, and the apprehended dreadful 
[- Conſequences of dying. It he ſhould tell 'em, 
" that the Pleaſures of Sin are loſt, and fo the 
bait to.entice them gone 3- that every thing a» Wc 
© -, bout them looks fad and mournful 3 -and' fuch Wi; 
a Change of their Condition, from health to, 


fickneſs, and the Gates of Death, muſt needs WMS. 
- alter: their reſolutions .and thoughts, if he Wk 
{ - ſhould tell 'em; chat the Nearne/s of Erernity WK; 
'- cannot but make a-Perſon, who hath ſpace.ro WW 
*- onfider, more apprehenfive of another World, Wer 
| and CC nc Zned- ur It, than at other runes z © 
{ and that if Sickneſs and Death wereat a greater WW; 
= aitance, they would {till be the fame that & WF, 
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yer they were 3 which is too- ſadly probable, z* 
from the many Examples of thoſe, who hive * 
return'd/ to their former Sins, afloon as they F* 
return'd to their Health ; and left all theirRe- .# 
gentance, their holy Thoughts, and good Re- 3 
ſolutions, in thar' Sick-bed, where at firſt they # 
took *em .up- ''If the Devil ſuggeſt: ſuch 'a 
Temptation as this to the Sick Penitent, who = 
hath hitherto walk'd in the way of his own heart, * 
and in the ſight of his Eyes; What can he reply, * 
or plead on his own behalf, to make proot'of 7 
the Sincerity of his Repentance to himſelf; 'or 
to thoſe about him? However,” it may becotrie "7 
us to confider: ſeriouſly; that God doth ofren-'® 
timesin' -ighteous Judgment open the Eyes of 7; 
Great' Sinhers on a Death-bed z - and- fall} their” _ 
Souls with an-amnazing/Horror from the fears,” ** 
and 'forefight of his approaching - Vengence, 
When they cannot bur apprehend; that"their 


| fnning Seaſon is vow expird, their" mirthand'y. 
| jollity over, their final Judgment at handy-and'F: 
their Bodies and Souls within'a few: hours*to% 


art, and ſo be divided between the Grave and” 


d Hell.” You will then admit other Thoughts of 7 


God, and his terrible Judgment; than at'/pre-"* 


# 


{ent 1n-your careleſs Health : bitrerly r 1g. 


Þ: your _ follies, in the days of your Yourh Fe 


Ind freely - condemning. your former choices 
kne ſerious Review of your ſenſual Joys, (which 
aficd as a ſhadow, and: vaniſh like a-cloud{ 
BElthoak ) ſhall give you an unexpreſhble ren” 


; SS | 
Rene and ſhame: Having'barter'd: away ye 


r fuch «thing of nought, andi.venti 
Eternal Salvation, and: for everiie 
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F * as w4 Gdd,, my Soul, and my, Salvati.: 

| Ke ater. Va lue? ( will you they be 
bw -of..no greater,-yalue, than, 


9 irs I Trays this. World 1 Jov'd fo Gig 
©*< and-bid adieu-for ever to all its. Injoyments: 


'Y ny good.days paſt 2 Is all my Mirth 
= and: Joy oy, concluded; and, po but Erer- 


and Pleaſure, for in- 
WW 5de = my; 
My 


LainteLr 
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